
I. THE ADVENT SEASON 
 A.   Advent is a season of waiting and preparation

   1. The people of God waited by faith (Habakkuk 2:4)

   2. They trusted the promises of God (Genesis 3:15; 12:2-3; 
Deuteronomy 18:15;  2 Samuel 7:16; Ezekiel 36:25-27; Micah 5:2; 
7:18-20)

 B.  The first and second advent need to be held together (Hebrews 9:27–28; 
1 John 3:2–3; Philippians 3:20–21)

II. THE HEART PREPARED (ISAIAH 40:1–9)
 A.  A comfort spoken to the people (v. 1-2)

   1. The comfort that warfare (hardship) has ended

   2. The comfort that iniquity is pardoned

   3. The comfort that sin has been fully paid and no more punishment is 
forthcoming

 B.  How is this comfort possible? (v. 3-5)

   1. The way of the Lord will be prepared (v. 3-4)

   2. The glory of the Lord will be revealed (v. 5)

 C.  What assurance do we have that this will happen? (v. 6-8)

   1. People and culture come and go  
(v. 6-7)

   2. “The mouth of the LORD has spoken… the word of our God will stand 
forever.” (v. 5c, 8b)

 D.  The good news of God’s coming! (v.9)

III. PREPARATION BY PROCLAMATION
 A.  We do not prepare the way for God because John the Baptist already has 

(Matthew 3:1-3)

   1. John was the Preparer for Jesus (John 1:19-23)

   2. How did John prepare for Jesus coming? By proclamation (Matthew 
3:2)

 B.  What is it that is proclaimed? The gospel and the need to repent from 
our sins and believe the gospel (Mark 1:1-4; 14-15)

 C.  Behold your God, come in human flesh! (Isaiah 40:9, 5)

   1. Behold Jesus, the word became flesh! (John 1:14a)

   2. Behold Jesus, the glory of God revealed! (John 1:14)

   3. Behold Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away sin! (John 1:29)
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Sermon Reflections

1.  Why is it important to hold both the first and second advent together? How 
do they inform one another?

2.  What was the comfort God promised through Isaiah? What does this teach 
us about God’s ultimate purposes?

3.  What assurances does God give? How should we respond to this assurance?

4.  Who was it that prepared the way for God’s coming? How did he go about 
making preparation? What was proclaimed? 

5.  What is it that makes advent the season of waiting and preparation? 
What are some things you could do to help you increase your waiting and 
preparation?

Isaiah 40:3–5
A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare 
the way of the Lord; make 
straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.

4 Every valley shall be lifted 
up, and every mountain and 
hill be made low; the uneven 
ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain.

5 And the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord 
has spoken.”


