
I. GOD AT HIS WORK
 A.  Whatever God does is because of who He is (Exodus 15:13; 34:6–7)

 B.  And God does whatever He pleases (Psalm 115:3; 135:6)

II.  THE PLEASURE OF GOD TO MAKE KNOWN HIS LOVE (1 JOHN 4:8B–10)
 A.  God is love, and it pleases God to make that known (1 John 4:8b–9a)

 B.  How did God make His love known? (1 John 4:9–10)

   1. He sent His one and only Son (1 John 4:9b)

   2. Sending the Son is the manifestation of God’s love (1 John 4:10)

 C.  God the Son came to accomplish a work 
 (1 John 4:9c–10)

   1. That we might live through Jesus… 

   2. … because God the Son was our propitiation

 D.  Why was God the Son a propitiation, and how do we live through him? 
(John 3:16–18, 36)

   1. By default, people are condemned (John 3:18b–18c)

   2. Jesus came not to condemn, but to save (John 3:17a–17b)

   3. Jesus saves by his life, death, and resurrection (1 John 4:10), to be 
received by faith (John 3:18a)

   4. Because God is love, he manifests this love by God the Father 
sending God the Son in human likeness (Hebrews 2:14–15; John 1:14) 
to do all that is necessary to rescue sinners from the wrath of God. 
Those who believe this are saved. (John 3:36)

III.  THE LONGING HEART SATISFIED (JOHN 13:1-5, 12-13; PHILIPPIANS 
2:5–11)

 A.  Jesus truly loved his own (John 13:1)

 B.  Jesus loved through humility and service (John 13:2–5)

 C.  Jesus shows the pattern of humiliation and exaltation (John 13:3–4, 12)

   1. Humiliation to step down to a position of servant (John 13:4)

   2. Accomplish the work of a servant (John 13:5)

   3. Exaltation to rise up to a position of Lord (John 13:12–13)

 D.  Advent is the dawning of redemption that follows the humiliation-
exaltation pattern (Philippians 2:5–11)

 E.  In love, God has come to put things right. The longing for redemption is 
satisfied in Jesus, who took on flesh to redeem those who believe. 
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Sermon Reflections

1.  What does it mean that “whatever God does is because of who He is”?

2. What has God done to make His love known in the world? Was God obligated 
to do so? Why, why not?

3. What was God the Son sent to accomplish? Why did God the Son have to 
accomplish those things?

4. Jesus says, “God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 
“but in order that the world might be saved through Him”. Why wasn’t Jesus 
sent to condemn the world? How did Jesus go about saving the world?

5. How did Jesus demonstrate His love for the disciples? How does this love 
reveal a pattern of humiliation – exaltation?

6.  Where does Advent fit on the humiliation – exaltation pattern? Why was it 
necessary for God the Son to become a human being?

John 13:1
Now before the Feast of the 
Passover, when Jesus knew 
that his hour had come to 
depart out of this world to 
the Father, having loved his 
own who were in the world, 
he loved them to the end.

1 John 4:9–10
In this the love of God was 
made manifest among us, 
that God sent his only Son 
into the world, so that we 
might live through him. 10 In 
this is love, not that we have 
loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins.


