
I. GOD AND SINNERS RECONCILED
 A.  God is love and has made His love known by sending His Son to be our 

propitiation that we may live by faith (1 John 4:9–10)

 B.  Because Jesus is our propitiation, we are rescued from God’s wrath and 
reconciled to God through Jesus (Romans 5:8–11)

   1. Being rescued from condemnation is necessary for something else

   2. That something else is a relationship with God (1 Peter 3:18)

 C.  Redemption and forgiveness of sins are what qualifies us to received our 
inheritance and place in the kingdom (Colossians 1:12–14)

II. OUR GOD HAS COME (LUKE 2:1–20)
 A.  Every aspect of our redemption is owing to the come of Jesus (John 

1:1,14,29; Colossians 1:19–20)

 B.  God the Son has come (Luke 2:1–20)

 C.  Redemption and joy go together (Isaiah 12:1–6; Romans 5:11)

III. THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GLORY OF THE HAPPY GOD
 A.  God is a happy God (1 Timothy 1:12; 6:15)

   1. If God were not happy, the good news would not be good

   2. If God is happy, then He has unbounded energy to display His happi-
ness to be enjoyed by us

 B.  The importance of God the Father delighting in His beloved Son

   1. Jesus is truly human (Hebrews 2:14) and truly God (Colossians 1:19; 
Hebrews 1:3a)

   2. God the Father delights in God the Son (Matthew 17:1–8; 2 Corinthi-
ans 4:4,6)

   3. God the Father loves the Son (Matthew 17:5; John 3:35)

 C.  The joyous love shared by God the Father and God the Son is shockingly 
shared with us who believe (John15:11; 17:26) by being brought to God 
(Psalm 16:11; Zephaniah 3:17)

 D.  Joy is not complete until it is expressed in praise (Isaiah 52:7–9; 
Zephaniah 3:14–17)

Behold! Good news of great joy for all peoples: our God has come!
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Sermon Reflections

1.  What does “reconciliation” communicate about our salvation that 
“redemption” does not? Why is it important to understand that salvation is 
redemption but also reconciliation?

2.  What is the relationship between redemption, reconciliation, and joy? Is joy a 
necessary result of reconciliation? Why or why not?

3.  What does it mean to say God is happy? Why would the good news not be 
good if God were not happy?

4.  Why is it important to know that God the Father delights in God the Son? 
What is the relationship between God’s glory and joy? How does Jesus 
embody that relationship?

5.  What does it mean to say that joy is not complete until it is expressed? In 
you own words, how would you explain Christmas/Advent being a season of 
“good news of great joy for all the people”?

Luke 2:4–12
And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, from the town 
of Nazareth, to Judea, to 
the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, ...5 to be 
registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with 
child. 6 And while they were 
there, the time came for 
her to give birth. 7 And she 
gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths and laid 
him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them 
in the inn.

8 And in the same region 
there were shepherds out in 
the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 And an 
angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with 
great fear. 10 And the angel 
said to them, “Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. 11 For unto 
you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 12 And this 
will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in 
a manger.”


