
I.  THE GATHERING PROVIDED JESUS AN OPPORTUNITY (MARK 2:1–7)
 A. Journey of the Paralytic

   1. What did he expect?  Physical Healing

   2. What did he receive?  Spiritual Healing (vs. 5)

   3. What did he need?  An experience with Christ

 B.   Attitude of the Scribes

   1. Self appointed religious guardians and defenders of God’s law

   2. Experts in the letter of the law, but lack the heart of God

   3. What was their motive for coming to see Jesus? (vs. 6)

 C. Expectancy of the Crowd

   1. Came to witness something spectacular

   2. Not so much interested in the ordinary as the phenomenal 

 D. Faithfulness of the Four

   1. Willing to take their friend to the one person who could help.

   2. Demonstrated kindness and compassion to the most vulnerable 
(Isaiah 1:16-17; James 1:27).

II.  JESUS TAKES THE OPPORTUNITY TO IMPART A GREAT SPIRITUAL 
TRUTH (MARK 2:8-11)

 A. The rhetorical question Jesus initiates backs him into a corner with only 
one way out.

   1. Both questions are easy to ask, but only one can be immediately 
affirmed. 

   2. If Jesus has power over the physical, then he claims dominion in the 
spiritual (Mark 2:10-11).

 B. A great truth of the Gospel is revealed

   1. Jesus Christ is God and has the power to save us from our sins.

   2. Everyone in that house understood the implication that if Jesus 
could forgive sin, he was claiming divine authority (Revelation 5:9-
14).

III. THE RESULT OF THIS EXPERIENCE WAS THE SAME FOR EVERYONE; 
THEY WERE ALL AMAZED AND GLORIFIED GOD!

 A. God used each participant to set the stage for the Gospel to be pro-
claimed and His glory to be exalted.

   1. The four men used their time, energy, strength, ingenuity, and avail-
ability.

   2. The life-long condition of the paralytic

   3. Scepticism and doubt of the Scribes    

 B. How can we live our life in a manner that proclaims the Gospel and glori-
fies the Lord?
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
1.  The Paralytic thought the greatest need in his life was to get up and walk but 

soon discovered God’s plan was for him to experience forgiveness.  Is there 
an issue in your life that you are tempted to put head of the salvation God 
provides for us?

2. What specific gifts, talents, skills and abilities has God provided you?  

3. How can you better utilize what God has given to serve Him and His 
Kingdom?

4. How can you respond to someone who claims Jesus never said he was God 
or that questions His divinity?

5. Isaiah 1:16–17 and James 1:27 give us an indication about how God’s people 
should view and treat the vulnerable in our community.  In what ways do you 
share the love of Christ with the poor and disenfranchised around you?

MARK 2:1–12
And when he returned to 
Capernaum after some days, 
it was reported that he was at 
home. 2 And many were gathered 
together, so that there was no 
more room, not even at the door. 
And he was preaching the word to 
them. 3 And they came, bringing 
to him a paralytic carried by four 
men. 4 And when they could 
not get near him because of the 
crowd, they removed the roof 
above him, and when they had 
made an opening, they let down 
the bed on which the paralytic lay. 
5 And when Jesus saw their faith, 
he said to the paralytic, “Son, 
your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now 
some of the scribes were sitting 
there, questioning in their hearts, 
7 “Why does this man speak 
like that? He is blaspheming! 
Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?” 8 And immediately 
Jesus, perceiving in his spirit 
that they thus questioned within 
themselves, said to them, “Why 
do you question these things in 
your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to 
say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up 
your bed and walk’? 10 But that 
you may know that the Son of Man 
has authority on earth to forgive 
sins”—he said to the paralytic— 11 

“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, 
and go home.” 12 And he rose and 
immediately picked up his bed 
and went out before them all, so 
that they were all amazed and 
glorified God, saying, “We never 
saw anything like this!”

    1. What gifts, talents, abilities, and skills can you use to serve the 
Lord?

   2. In what ways can you allow the Lord to use the suffering and diffi-
culties in your life to show others the Gospel?


