
I.  ABOUNDING IN GOOD WORK THROUGH 
CHEERFUL GIVING (2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-8)

 A.  The principle of sowing and reaping (2 Corinthians 9:6)

   1.  Misuse and abuse of this principle (1 Timothy 6:3-10; Titus 1:7-8; 
Hebrews 13:5-6)

   2. A warning we should heed (2 Peter 2:1-3, 14, 18-19; 2 Corinthians 8:9; 
6:10; 2:17)

   3. The principle in proper use (Galatians 6:6-9; Luke 16:10-13)

 B.  Good work and cheerful giving (2 Corinthians 9:7-8)

   1. Cheerful giving is the result of a generous heart (2 Corinthians 9:7; 
8:1-3; 1 Corinthians 16:2)

   2. Giving shouldn’t be done reluctantly or under compulsion

   3. We often fear giving because we don’t want to be insecure or 
uncomfortable. But God’s grace abounds! (2 Corinthians 9:8)

II.  THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST DRIVES US TO 
GENEROSITY FOR GOD’S GLORY 
(2 CORINTHIANS 9:9–15)

  A.  God’s righteousness is evidenced by being the supplier and our 
righteousness increases as we follow His example (2 Corinthians 9:9-11a)

   1. God distributes, gives, and supplies (2 Corinthians 9:9-10)

   2. We are enriched so we can be generous (2 Corinthians 9:11a)

 B.  The aim of our generosity is the glory of God in the gratitude of others (2 
Corinthians 9:11b-13)

   1. Our generosity produces thankfulness to God (2 Corinthians 9:11b-
12; 2 Corinthians 8:3-4)

   2. Our commitment to the gospel ought to make us generous for God’s 
glory (2 Corinthians 9:13)

 C.  The gospel of God’s grace in Christ motivates us to be generous with our 
resources (2 Corinthians 9:14-15)

   1. Paul frequently calls gospel generosity the grace of God (2 
Corinthians 8:1; 8:9; 9:14)

   2. As we give generously of our resources, God will be glorified and 
needs will be met (2 Corinthians 9:15; Romans 12:13) and we will 
have joy, which is our bounty (2 Corinthians 9:6; Acts 20:35)

   3. God has set us free from the idolatry of the love of money 
(Ephesians 5:5-6; Hebrews 13:5) so we can be rich in the good work 
of generosity (1 Timothy 6:18-19; Luke 12:13-21)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS

1.  What is the principle of sowing and reaping? How is it misused and abused? 
How should it be used?

2.  What is it that makes for a cheerful heart in giving? How can a giver increase 
their cheer in giving? How would you characterize your heart in giving?

3.  How does our “harvest of righteousness” grow through giving? What is the 
relationship between God’s righteousness and ours in the context of giving?

4.  What should be the aim of our generosity in giving? How can we rob God of 
the glory He is due? Is giving in order to receive material blessing in return, a 
form of robbing God? Why or why not?

5.  How does our belief in the gospel shape our generosity? How can the gospel 
motivate us to be more generous?

2 CORINTHIANS 9:6–8
The point is this: whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and whoever sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully. 7 Each 
one must give as he has decided 
in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able 
to make all grace abound to you, 
so that having all sufficiency in 
all things at all times, you may 
abound in every good work.


