
I.   BEING, IN LIKENESS AND IMAGE OF GOD 
(GENESIS 1:26-27)

 A.  God created humanity by His own will (Genesis 1:26–27)

 B.  Humanity is a distinct creature

   1. Made in the image of God unlike animals or anything else

   2. Made as a psychosomatic unity in being (Genesis 2:7; Job 10:11; 
Psalm 25:1; 2 Corinthians 5:6–8; Romans 8:22–24)

 C. We are substance not property

   1. Substances are living organisms that keep their identity through 
time (Genesis 1:20–21, 24–25)

   2. Property things are the sum of their parts—like a car. There is no 
internal nature that orders its development

 D.  Implications

   1. Ethical implication is that the treatment of others is a show of honor 
or contempt for God (Genesis 9:6; Proverbs 14:31; James 3:9–10; 
Matthew 25:31–40)

   2. Every human being has inherent dignity by virtue of being human 
(Proverbs 22:2) 

II.  BECOMING WHAT WE ARE CALLED TO BE 
(GENESIS 1:28–2:3)

 A.  God has given humanity an office (Genesis 1:28)

   1. God’s command is essential to human identity

   2. Sex, gender, and procreation are aspects of human dignity (Genesis 
1:27–28)

 B.  Implications

   1. Humans beget humans, and both the process and the product are 
tied to human dignity

   2. Every human being, regardless of achievement or development, by 
virtue of being human, has inherent rights that are to be protected

III.  IMAGE OF GOD IN HUMANITY DEFACED BUT 
NOT ERASED, AND IS BEING RENEWED IN 
CHRIST (ROMANS 1:18–32; EPHESIANS 2:1–10, 
22; 4:17–24)

 A.  The image of God in humanity is defaced by sin (Romans 1:18–32)

 B.  But God the Father sent God the Son to save us from the wrath of God 
(Ephesians 2:1–10)

 C.  By repenting and believing the gospel, we are renewed in the likeness of 
Christ (Ephesians 4:17–24)

 D.  As sinners renewed by grace in Christ, we promote human dignity 
(Matthew 25:31-40)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS

1.  What does it mean that humanity is distinct from the rest of creation? Why is 
that distinction important to know?

2. What does it mean to say that humanity is ‘psychosomatic”? How can that 
influence how we view ourselves? What relationship does this have to our 
understanding of the incarnation of Jesus?

3. What is the difference between a “substance thing” and a “property thing”? 
Why is knowing the difference important? What are some implications that 
flow out of this for how we should view other people?

4. What does it mean that God has given humanity an office? How is the office 
(command) related to our essence as human beings?

5. How does the gospel shape the way we understand ourselves and others? 
What are same ethical implications that the gospel calls us to?

6. In your own words, how would you explain to an unbeliever the gospel informs 
our perspective on human dignity?

GENESIS 1:26–28
Then God said, “Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.”

27 So God created man   
in his own image,
    in the image of God he 
created him;
    male and female he 
created them.

28 And God blessed them. And 
God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the heavens and over 
every living thing that moves on 
the earth.”


