
I. GREETINGS AND SALUTATIONS (2 John 1–3)
 A.  Identifying writer and reader (2 John 1a)

   1.  The Elder is the Apostle John

   2.  The elect lady and children is most likely a local church (2 John 13)

 B.  Mutual love because of a shared truth (2 John 1b–2)

   1.  The truth is something they share in, and because of it they love one another (2 
John 1; 1 Corinthians 13:4–6; Ephesians 4:15)

   2.  The truth comes in Jesus (John 1:14, 17; 14:6)

   3.  The gospel is the word of the truth (Colossians 1:3–6) that produces a community 
of mutual love (1 John 1:1–4)

 C.  Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us forever 
(2 John 2–3; John 10:27–30)

II. JOYOUSLY WALKING IN LOVE 
(2 John 4–6)

 A.  Obedience is a cause of joy (2 John 4; 1 John 1:4)

 B.  Exhortation to love one another (2 John 5)

   1.  An old commandment we so easily forget  
(2 John 5; 1 John 3:10–11)

   2.  Our love for one another is an act of obedience but it also a missional issue (John 
13:35; 1 John 3:19–21)

 C.  Obedience, love, and joy converge in the gospel  
(2 John 6)

   1.  Love is walking in the commands. What is the command? (1 John 3:23–24; Ro-
mans 13:10)

   2.  We should walk in it (2 John 6). What is “it”? The truth of the gospel. (1 John 1:6–9)

III. THE REASON WHY THIS IS SO IMPORTANT  
(2 John 7)

 A.  For many deceivers have gone out (1 John 2:19)

 B.  Those who deceive, are antichrists (1 John 2:18-22)

   1.  These deceivers (antichrists) deny the coming of Christ

   2.  These deceivers (antichrists) are so called because their theology is bad. 
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
1.  What is the relationship between truth and love in 2 John 1–3? How does truth affect love 

and love affect truth? 

2.  What is the basis for true Christian community? Why is both truth and love essential to 
community? Why would a Christian community be in danger to omit one or the other, or 
both? 

3.  How can you know if your community is pursuing both love and truth? 

4.  Why does John give the commandment to love one another? Why does he call it an old 
commandment from the beginning? How is love for one another missional? 

5.  How do love, obedience, and joy converge in the gospel? 

6.  What is the reason John gives for why it’s so important to love one another by walking in the 
truth of the gospel?

2 JOHN 1–7
The elder to the elect lady and her 
children, whom I love in truth, and 
not only I, but also all who know 
the truth, 2 because of the truth 
that abides in us and will be with us 
forever:
3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be 
with us, from God the Father and 
from Jesus Christ the Father’s Son, 
in truth and love.
4 I rejoiced greatly to find 
some of your children walking 
in the truth, just as we were 
commanded by the Father. 5 And 
now I ask you, dear lady—not as 
though I were writing you a new 
commandment, but the one we 
have had from the beginning—that 
we love one another. 6 And this 
is love, that we walk according 
to his commandments; this is the 
commandment, just as you have 
heard from the beginning, so that 
you should walk in it. 7 For many 
deceivers have gone out into the 
world, those who do not confess the 
coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. 
Such a one is the deceiver and the 
antichrist.


