
I. BE ON THE WATCH FOR DECEPTION (2 John 7-9)
 A.  Being on the watch for deceptive teaching isn’t new (2 John 7–8a)

   1.  Paul warned the Elders in Ephesus (Acts 20:18–35)

   2.  The Ephesian church was instructed about this (Ephesians 4:10–16)

   3.  Timothy, the Pastor in Ephesus, was prepared for this (1 Timothy 1:3–7; 4:1, 16; 
6:3–5; 2 Timothy 3:1–7)

   4.  Jesus warned the Ephesian church, and also commanded them (Revelation 2:1–7)

 B.  Deceptive teaching threatens great loss (2 John 8)

   1.  We should be vigilant in our watchfulness for false teaching because a lot is at 
stake (2 John 7–8a)

   2.  The work that is lost is the gospel ministry of preaching and also of belief in the 
gospel (Phil 2:16; 1 Thessalonians 3:5; John 6:27–29)

   3.  The loss of reward is owing to the fact that those who abandon Christ were never 
in Christ (1 John 2:19)

 C.  Going beyond the truth of the gospel, and abiding in the truth of the gospel (2 John 9)

   1.  Novel innovations of the gospel and of Christ are not from God and prove one does 
not have God (2 John 9, 1 John 2:22–25; John 8:31–32)

   2.  But whoever abides in the teaching has God because there is no other way to have 
God and be saved (2 John 9b; John 14:6; Acts 4:12–13)

II. REFUSING TO SUPPORT FALSE TEACHING (2 John 
10–11)

 A.  Isn’t withholding hospitality unloving and judgemental? (2 John 10–11)

   1.  Hospitality for itinerant preachers supported their ministry and affirmed their 
teaching (Matthew 10:14)

   2.  We frequently refuse to support what we disagree with 

 B.  What the Apostle John is saying and not saying (2 John 11; Colossians 4:5–6; 1 Peter 
3:15–16)

 C.  Fellowship with those in the truth, or with those outside the truth (2 John 11; 1 John 
1:3–4; John 17:20–21) 

III. MUTUAL JOY IN LOVE AND TRUTH (2 John 12-13)
 A.  Face-to-face fellowship, rooted in the truth of the gospel is joyous (2 John 12)

 B.  The church ought always to pursue gospel truth and gospel culture

   1.  Gospel truth = the content of the good news (1 John 4:1–6)

   2.  Gospel culture = the implications and consequences (1 John 4:7–12)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
1.  What were some of the ways that the Ephesian church was warned about false teaching? 

How did they respond? What did they get wrong?

2.  Why do we need to be watchful of false teaching? What is a danger John mentions? How can 
this warning motivate us to right doctrine?

3.  What does it mean to go on ahead of the teaching of Christ? What are some current examples 
you think of? How do you know if it’s an essential or non-essential issue? Give examples.

4.  What does it mean to “have God” by abiding in the teaching?

5.  What is John’s reason for not greeting or welcoming false teachers? Is he being unloving and 
judgemental? Why, or why not?

6.  What is “gospel truth” and “gospel culture”? How can you pursue them? How can you help 
others pursue them? 

2 JOHN 8-13
Watch yourselves, so that you may 
not lose what we have worked 
for, but may win a full reward. 9 
Everyone who goes on ahead and 
does not abide in the teaching 
of Christ, does not have God. 
Whoever abides in the teaching has 
both the Father and the Son. 10 If 
anyone comes to you and does not 
bring this teaching, do not receive 
him into your house or give him any 
greeting, 11 for whoever greets him 
takes part in his wicked works.
12 Though I have much to write to 
you, I would rather not use paper 
and ink. Instead I hope to come to 
you and talk face to face, so that our 
joy may be complete.
13 The children of your elect sister 
greet you.


