
I. PREPARING THE FORMAL PRESENTATION OF JESUS 
(John 11:55–12:11)

 A.  The Passover was at hand (John 11:55–57)

   1.  People were heading to Jerusalem for purification (John 11:55)

   2.  The talk of the town revolved around Jesus (John 11:56–57; John 7:2–9)

 B.  Mary prepares Jesus for his burial (John 12:1–8)

   1.  Hearing that Jesus had come to Bethany, a dinner party is thrown for 
Jesus (John 12:1–2)

   2.  Mary anoints Jesus as king, and prepares him for burial (John 12:3–8; 
Matthew 26:12)

   3.  Jesus is prioritized over Lazarus (John 12:2), and over the poor (John 
12:8; Deuteronomy 15:11)

 C.  The crowds want signs and the leaders want security (John 12:9–11)

   1.  The crowds wanted to see Jesus and Lazarus; they want to be a part the 
of the hype (John 12:9)

   2.  But the leaders want to secure their political power (John 12:10–11; 
11:45–53)

   3.  Jesus came to lay down his life and take it up again (John 10:14–18), so 
that we would believe in Jesus for eternal life (John 20:30–31)

   4.  By his death and resurrection, Jesus would conquer sin and death by 
turning it in on itself. Even in pain and suffering we can know God 
loves us because our God has suffered (John 11:3–7, 14–6, 21–27, 30–37, 
38–44, 45–46)

II. THE PUBLIC CORONATION OF KING JESUS 
(John 12:12–19)

 A.  Jesus comes to Jerusalem with great fanfare (John 12:12–13)

   1.  Palm branches were symbols of victory (John 12:12–13a; Revelation 
7:9–10)

   2.  The people are celebrating in light of Psalm 118 (John 12:13b) and are 
reminded of Solomon’s coronation (1 Kings 1:33–34)

 B.  God was fulfilling His redemptive plan (John 12:14–16)

 C.  The city was whipped into a frenzy, but frenzy is not the same as faith (John 
12:17–19)

   1.  Two crowds: one that witnessed the miracle (John 12:17), and one that 
wanted to see signs (John 12:18; 6:26; 11:45–46)

   2.  Jesus is now public enemy #1 (John 12:19; 11:50–53; Colossians 2:15)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS 
1. When Jesus came to Jerusalem for the Passover, why did the crowd want signs 

from Him? What were they getting wrong about the Kingdom of God?

 

2. What had Jesus come to Jerusalem to do? How did this fulfill God’s redemptive 
plan?

 

3. How does the Old Testament story of the Passover point us towards God’s 
redemptive plan?

 

4. What is the main difference between the two crowds (those who witnessed the 
miracles, and those who wanted to see signs)?

 

5. What does Jesus’ suffering reveal to us about God in the midst of our own 
suffering? Are you in a time of suffering? How can you find encouragement from 
the gospel?

JOHN 12:12–19
The next day the large crowd that had 
come to the feast heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took 
branches of palm trees and went out to 
meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus 
found a young donkey and sat on it, just 
as it is written,

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;
 behold, your king is coming,
    sitting on a donkey’s colt!”

16 His disciples did not understand these 
things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, 
then they remembered that these things 
had been written about him and had been 
done to him. 17 The crowd that had been 
with him when he called Lazarus out of 
the tomb and raised him from the dead 
continued to bear witness. 18 The reason 
why the crowd went to meet him was that 
they heard he had done this sign. 19 So 
the Pharisees said to one another, “You 
see that you are gaining nothing. Look, 
the world has gone after him.”

JOHN 12:13

So they took 
branches of palm 
trees and went out 
to meet him, crying 
out, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who 
comes in the name 
of the Lord, even 
the King of Israel!”


