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I. AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK
OF HABAKKUK
A. A prophetic book unlike any other
B. Sweeping overview of what we can expect
1. Dialogue between Habakkuk and God (Habakkuk 1:2–2:5)
2. Five woes of God’s judgement on wicked nations (Habakkuk 2:6–20)
3. A prayer of hope in times of darkness; a call to trust and rejoice (Habakkuk 3:1–19)
C. The significance of Habakkuk for us today
1. Habakkuk shows us how to address God with our complaints regarding
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evil and injustice in our world
2. Habakkuk invites us to walk in faith that God’s Sovereign purposes are
just so we can rejoice in our circumstances for God promises ultimate
victory over evil
3. Habakkuk teaches us to wrestle with the difficulties of life by asking
hard questions. We are invited to practice lament

II. HABAKKUK’S COMPLAINT OF PERVERTED
JUSTICE (HABAKKUK 1:1–4)
A. A character portrait of Habakkuk (Habakkuk 1:1–4)
1. He is a prophet
2. He is a man of prayer (Habakkuk 1:2)
3. He is a man of faith in God (Habakkuk 1:2–4)
4. He is a man concerned with God’s word and God’s ways (Habakkuk 1:4)
B. Lament as a form of complaint (Habakkuk 1:2–3)
1. Habakkuk brings his complaint to God because that is how one grieves
in hope (Habakkuk 1:2; Psalm 13:1–6)
2. Lament is “the honest cry of a hurting heart wrestling with the paradox
of pain and the promise of God’s goodness” —Mark Vroegop
C. What is Habakkuk’s complaint (Habakkuk 1:2–3)
1. God’s people are not living as God’s people. Instead, there is violence,
iniquity, destruction, strife, and contention.
2. It seems like God isn’t doing anything, nor does He care (Psalm 10:1)
D. The people have corrupted God’s Word and God’s ways (Habakkuk 1:4)
1. God’s word is not accomplishing its purpose evidenced by a lack of justice (Deuteronomy 4:6–8; 10:14–19)
2. And what justice does go out (which is no justice at all), is a perverted
form (Deuteronomy 27:19; Jeremiah 9:23–24; Micah 6:8)

III. JESUS BRINGS TRUE JUSTICE (Matthew
12:9–21; 23:23–24; Isaiah 58:5–8)

HABAKKUK 1:1–4
The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet
saw.
2 O Lord, how long shall I cry for help,
    and you will not hear?
Or cry to you “Violence!”
    and you will not save?
3 Why do you make me see iniquity,
    and why do you idly look at wrong?
Destruction and violence are before me;
    strife and contention arise.
4 So the law is paralyzed,
    and justice never goes forth.
For the wicked surround the righteous;
    so justice goes forth perverted.

SERMON REFLECTIONS
1. What makes the book of Habakkuk different from the other prophetic books of
the bible?

2. Do you feel comfortable bringing your complaints to God? Why or why not? How
has this section of Habakkuk challenged the way you approach prayer?

3. What does Habakkuk teach us about having faith in God and rejoicing in the midst
of unjust circumstances?

4. What kind of similarities do you see between the time of Habakkuk and our
present day? Do you think we can approach God with the same lament as
Habakkuk?

5. How has Jesus brought true justice, unlike the perverted justice of Habakkuk’s
day?

