
I.   DESPONDENCY BLINDS US TO JOY 
(Isaiah 49:13–14)

 A.  God calls creation to joy and praise (Isaiah 49:13)

   1.  The heavens and earth represent total creation (Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 
42:5)

   2.  Creation is given anthropomorphic descriptions (Romans 8:19–22)

 B.  Identifying the cause of great joy and praise (Isaiah 49:13)

   1.  The LORD has comforted His people (2 Corinthians 1:3–9)

   2. The LORD will have compassion on the afflicted (Psalm 119:50, 52)

   3. We can rejoice and exult because of God’s grace, both past and 
future

 C.  Despondency can lead to blindness of joy (Isaiah 49:14)

   1.  Has the LORD forsaken us? (Deuteronomy 31:6–8; Mark 15:34; 2 
Corinthians 5:21)

   2.  Has the LORD forgotten us? 

II. WE ARE NOT FORGOTTEN (Isaiah 49:15–16)
 A.  God calls to mind the experience of a new mother (Isaiah 49:15)

   1.  New moms might find it impossible to forget their newborn

   2.  But even if they did, God will not! 

 B.  God’s indelible grace (Isaiah 49:16)

   1.  The nail scarred hands of Christ (John 20:24–29)

   2. Even now, Jesus bears the scars to remind us that we are not for-
gotten

 C.  The Lion and the Lamb—He is worthy! (Revelation 5)
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Sermon Reflections 
1. How does God’s comfort primarily come to us as believers? What is the 

purpose of God comforting His people?

2. Have you ever felt hopeless or despondent during times of suffering? How 
has the word of God comforted you and brought you back to a place of joy?

3. Why is it so important to remember God’s promises and how they find 
their “yes” in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 1:20)? How can they encourage us as we 
persevere through trials and suffering?

4. Isaiah uses the illustration of motherhood in order to communicate that God 
will never forget His covenant people (Isaiah 49:15). How does motherhood 
show us what God is like? How does motherhood show us what being a child 
of God is like?

5. Why is it so significant that Jesus still physically bears the scars of the 
crucifixion on His body? What do those scars tell us about God’s relationship 
to us as Christians?

ISAIAH 49:13–16
Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth;

    break forth, O mountains, into singing!

For the Lord has comforted his people

    and will have compassion on his afflicted.

14 But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me;

    my Lord has forgotten me.”

15 “Can a woman forget her nursing child,

    that she should have no compassion on 

the son of her womb?

Even these may forget,

    yet I will not forget you.

16 Behold, I have engraved you on the palms 

of my hands;

    your walls are continually before me.


