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I. WAITING AND TREMBLING (Habakkuk 3:16)
A. Habakkuk hears and trembles
1. The fear of the Lord results in trembling for Habakkuk (Habakkuk 3:2)
2. The thought of God’s justice causes Habakkuk to tremble (3: 16; Acts
24:24–25)
3. There will be a judgement day when all injustices will be redressed. This
means we shouldn’t grow despondent, nor should we become vigilantes
(Habakkuk 3:16; Romans 12:17–21)
B. From wailing to waiting (Habakkuk 1:2; 3:16)
1. True of every lament, we must state our complaint, recall God’s promises, and trust God in the end (Psalm 13)
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2. We must not waste our waiting, but pursue justice and righteousness
(Jeremiah 22:3; Isaiah 1:17; Psalm 33:4–5)

II. TAKE JOY IN GOD EVEN WHEN TIMES ARE
HARD (Habakkuk 3:17–19)
A. Acknowledge the trying times and different circumstances (Habakkuk 3:17)
1. The scarcity of provisions
2. The fear of the unknown
B. Choose to take joy in God (Habakkuk 3:18; Psalm 13:5; Romans 5:3–5)
C. The righteous shall live by faith in the promises of God
1. We are strengthened through faith
2. We remember God is sovereign
3. We remember God is holy

HABAKKUK 3:16-19
I hear, and my body trembles;
    my lips quiver at the sound;
rottenness enters into my bones;
    my legs tremble beneath me.
Yet I will quietly wait for the day of
trouble
    to come upon people who invade us.
17 Though the fig tree should not
blossom,
    nor fruit be on the vines,
the produce of the olive fail
    and the fields yield no food,
the flock be cut off from the fold
    and there be no herd in the stalls,
18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord;
    I will take joy in the God of my
salvation.
19 God, the Lord, is my strength;
    he makes my feet like the deer’s;
    he makes me tread on my high
places.

SERMON REFLECTIONS
1. What are some practical ways we can pursue justice and righteousness as we wait
for judgment day, when all injustices will be redressed?

2. Read Romans 5:3-5. According to this passage, why should we rejoice in our
sufferings?

3. What has the book of Habakkuk taught you about lamenting?

To the choirmaster: with stringed
instruments.

4. What have you learned about the justice and sovereignty of God from the book of
Habakkuk?

5. How has the Holy Spirit been encouraging or convicting you when it comes to
trusting the Lord in the midst of suffering and injustice?

