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I. GREETING AND INTRODUCTION TO PHILIPPIANS 
(Philippians 1:1-2)

 A. The birth of the church (Acts 16:1–40)

   1.  Paul, Silas, and Timothy receive a call to preach the gospel 

(Philippians 1:6–12)

   2.  Lydia is converted (Philippians 1:14-15), as well as a jailer 

(Philippians 1:30–34)

 B.  Paul and Timothy greet all the saints at Philippi (Philippians 1:1–2)

   1.  Paul and Timothy as servants (Philippians 1:1a)

   2.  They address “all the saint in Christ…at Philippi” (Philippians 1:1b)

   3.  The elders and Deacons are recognized among the saints 

(Philippians 1:1c)

II. PRAYING WITH JOY FOR GOSPEL PARTNERSHIP 
(Philippians 1:3-6)

 A.  Praying for all the saints with thanksgiving and joy (Philippians 1:3–4)

 B.  Gospel partnership is a source of deep joyful prayer (Philippians 1:5)

   1.  Partnership is a participation of fellowship that extends beyond 

mere socialization to a personal commitment to one another 

(Philippians 4:14–15)

   2.  When we personally commit to one another because and for the 

gospel, we experience true partnership, which overflows in joyful 

prayer. 

   3.  Our partnership ought to be ongoing despite conflict or 

circumstances (Philippians 4:2–3) 

 C.  We are reminded of our hope in the gospel (Philippians 1:6)

   1.  God began the work of regeneration (Acts 16:14)

   2.  And He will preserve us to completion at Christ’s coming. (1 John 

3:2–3)

III. AFFECTIONS FOR PARTNER OF GOSPEL GRACE 
(Philippians 1:7-9)

 A.  Grace cultivates appropriate affections for others (Philippians 1:7)

   1.  Heart-felt affections for others is appropriate (Philippians 1:7a)

   2.  The source of heart-felt affections is the grace of the gospel 

(Philippians 1:7b)

   3.  How we can grow in heart-felt affections for other is to put them 

first and to keep the gospel central in everything (Philippians 1:7c)

 B.  Do we yearn for others with Christ-like affections? (Philippians 1:8, 

Mark 1:40–41)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS 
1. What do you think of when you hear the word “partnership”? Before 

hearing this sermon, is this a word you would have used to describe your 

relationship with your brothers and sisters in Christ?

2. How is gospel partnership distinct or different from the kinds of 

partnership that you have experienced or seen in our culture?

3. What is the source of Paul’s heart-felt affection for others? How can we 

grow in this heart-felt affection for others?

4. How does our “common salvation” contribute to the perseverance of 

gospel partnership in the midst of conflict or hard circumstances?

5. As you reflect on this week’s sermon, what is one aspect of your faith that 

you could seek to grow in? What is something that really encouraged you 

in your faith?

PHILIPPIANS 1:1-8
Paul and Timothy, servants of 

Christ Jesus,

To all the saints in Christ Jesus 

who are at Philippi, with the 

overseers and deacons:

2 Grace to you and peace from 

God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.

3 I thank my God in all my 

remembrance of you, 4 always 

in every prayer of mine for you 

all making my prayer with joy, 5 

because of your partnership in 

the gospel from the first day until 

now. 6 And I am sure of this, that 

he who began a good work in 

you will bring it to completion 

at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is 

right for me to feel this way about 

you all, because I hold you in my 

heart, for you are all partakers 

with me of grace, both in my 

imprisonment and in the defense 

and confirmation of the gospel. 8 

For God is my witness, how I yearn 

for you all with the affection of 

Christ Jesus.


