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I. RECOUNTING PAUL'S OPENING THOUGHTS 
(Philippians 1:3-11)

 A.  Always thanking God joyously (Philippians 1:3–8)

 B.  Praying for growth through the gospel so that the church would 

abound in love with gospel knowledge and discernment, approving of 

what’s best (Philippians 1:9–11)

 C.  Doing all the while keeping an eye on the long view (Philippians 1:6, 10)

II. THE ADVANCE OF THE GOSPEL (Philippians 1:12-14)
 A.  What happened to Paul under God’s providential plan, has really 

advanced the gospel (Philippians 1:12)

   1.  Paul’s travel to Rome was marked by suffering (Acts 21–28)

   2.  Suffering is consistent with Paul’s calling (Acts 9:15–16)

   3.  The mission is being accomplished through suffering (Philippians 

1:12; Roman 5:3–5)

 B.  The gospel is advancing because people are hearing the gospel 

(Philippians 1:13)

   1.  This will not happen unless we prioritize the gospel (1 Corinthians 

15:3–4)

   2.  Though we suffer, or are restricted in some way, the gospel 

abounds (2 Timothy 2:8–10)

 C.  The gospel is advancing because people are proclaiming the gospel 

(Philippians 1:14)

   1.  The people are emboldened to speak because of Paul’s example 

(Philippians 3:17)

   2.  Despite our circumstances, God can sovereignly bring great good 

out of the most unlikely situation (Genesis 50:20)

III. ENCOUNTERING THE MOTIVES BEHIND THE MESSAGE 
(Philippians 1:15-18a)

 A.  Preaching Christ out of envy and rivalry (Philippians 1:15–17)

   1.  Some preach out of a sense of self-promotion and opportunity for 

recognition (Philippians 1:15, 17)

   2.  Self-glorification, self-promotion, and vanity are all not Christ-like 

motives (Philippians 1:2:3; Galatians 1:10; John 5:44)

 B.  Preaching Christ out of love and good will (Philippians 1:15-16; 1 

Thessalonians 2:2–8)

 C.  Through the ebbs and flow of life’s circumstances, we can rejoice 

when our eyes are fixed on Christ (Philippians 1:18a; 21)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS 
1. What did God accomplish through the suffering that Paul experienced 

in his travel to Rome? How did God accomplish his purpose through Paul 

and the brothers (Phil. 1:14)?

2. What was Paul’s main priority and goal as he wrote from prison? How 

does Paul’s attitude about his imprisonment reflect this?

3. Have you ever felt emboldened to preach the gospel, but haven’t really 

followed through? What has kept you from preaching the gospel without 

fear like those whom Paul influenced through his suffering?

4. In verses 15-18, is Paul saying that our motives don’t matter as long as 

we are preaching the gospel? How is our joy affected by preaching the 

gospel with selfish or corrupt motives?

5. Is the advancement of the gospel the main focus of your day to day 

life? Do you see God working through unlikely situations to advance the 

gospel? Consider how you might pray for your gospel partners to these 

ends.

PHILIPPIANS 1:12-18a
I want you to know, brothers, that 

what has happened to me has 

really served to advance the 

gospel, 13 so that it has become 

known throughout the whole 

imperial guard and to all the 

rest that my imprisonment is for 

Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, 

having become confident in the 

Lord by my imprisonment, are 

much more bold to speak the 

word without fear.

15 Some indeed preach Christ 

from envy and rivalry, but others 

from good will. 16 The latter do it 

out of love, knowing that I am put 

here for the defense of the gospel. 

17 The former proclaim Christ out 

of selfish ambition, not sincerely 

but thinking to afflict me in my 

imprisonment. 18 What then? 

Only that in every way, whether 

in pretense or in truth, Christ is 

proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.


