
i. review:
 A. The church is a gathering of the blood-bought people of God who belong to Him 

and one another through Christ

 B. The church is where disciples are made and matured through the teaching of God’s 

Word so they can know Him accurately and live a life pleasing to Him

 C. The church is commissioned to take the gospel into all the world so that all peoples 

may enjoy the fullness of Christ in all of life 

 D. The church is organized and governed by leaders that God himself ordains 

 E. Who are those that lead the church? What do they do? Why should we follow 

them? Where are they leading us? 

ii. what is an elder and what do they do?
 A. Clarifying terms 

   1. Elders are overseers who are pastor/shepherds (Acts 20:17, 28)

   2. GHCC elder/pastor distinction 

   3. Clarify the office and the gift (Romans 12:4-8, 1 Peter 3:15, Acts 14:2)

 B. Elders: Responsibilities and Qualifications (1 Peter 5:1-4, 1 Timothy 3:1-7)

   1. Under shepherds, who love, care and protect Gods’ flock

   2. Exercising oversight willingly, not for personal gain, being examples

   3. They are above reproach, a good leader at home and church

   4. Able to teach and rebuke those who contradict sound doctrine (Titus 1:9) 

   5. There is to be a plurality of elders (Acts 21:17-18, Titus 1:5, James 5:14)

 C. The Lord is our model elder/pastor/shepherd (Psalm 23:1-4, 1 Peter 2:21-25)

iii. what is a deacon and what do they do? 
 A. Clarifying terms

   1. The term deacon comes from the Greek word “diaknonos” and has a basic 

meaning of “servant” (Mark 9:35, John 12:26)

   2. While elders teach and oversee the congregation, the deacon functions as 

official servant, with no teaching or ruling responsibilities

 B. Responsibilities and Qualifications of Deacons – Serve the church 

   1. Caring for the churches practical needs and support elders (Acts 6:1-4)

   2. The deacons are also to be people of high character, trustworthy, and have a 

good reputation (1 Timothy 3:8)

 C. Jesus is our model deacon (Mark 10:42-45)

iv. the congregation’s response
 A. Elders and deacons are presented publicly (Acts 6:3, 14:23)

 B. Obey your leaders and submit to their authority (Hebrews 13:17)

 C. Why submitting to authority might be a challenge

 D. The cost of going rogue (living under no authority)

 E. The goal: A unified body of believers with Jesus as the head (Ephesians 4:11-16)

v. conclusion
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sermon reflections
1. When you think about those who lead the church, who comes to mind and what do you 

think they do?

2. The Bible presents the terms elder, overseer, and pastor as the same leadership position. 

What are the distinctions between elders and pastors at Golden Hills?

3. What are the responsibilities and qualifications for elders and deacons? 

4. What does the Bible say about submitting to authority and what can happen when we 

reject authority? Do you struggle with the concept of authority? Why or why not?

5. List the ways that Jesus modeled being a shepherd and a deacon. How does this 

encourage you to follow Christ’s example in your own life?

1 Peter 5:1-4
So I exhort the elders among you, 

as a fellow elder and a witness of 

the sufferings of Christ, as well 

as a partaker in the glory that is 

going to be revealed: 2 shepherd 

the flock of God that is among 

you, exercising oversight, not 

under compulsion, but willingly, 

as God would have you; not for 

shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not 

domineering over those in your 

charge, but being examples to 

the flock. 4 And when the chief 

Shepherd appears, you will receive 

the unfading crown of glory.


