
i. baptism proclaims and portrays the gospel (Romans 6:1-5)
 A. Baptism is a proclamation of an individual believer and of the church 

(Romans 6:1–3)

   1. The individual believer proclaims their faith and allegiance to Christ, thereby 

receiving a new identity (Acts 2:38, 41; 8:12; 1 Corinthians 10:1–2)

   2. The church proclaims an affirmation of the individual believer’s faith and 

new identity (Acts 10:43–48)

   3. Baptism is a public proclamation of a new relational association 

(1 Corinthians 12:12–14; Galatians 3:26–29; Colossians 2:11–12)

 B. Baptism is a portrayal of the gospel (Romans 6:4–5)

   1. Baptism symbolizes the finished work of Christ (Colossians 2:11–12; 
Romans 2:28–19)

   2. Baptism portrays the sin-cleansing, life-giving, hope-producing power of the 

gospel (Matthew 3:13–17, Mark 10:38)

   3. Baptism signifies and seals God’s promises because it is truth we can touch

ii.  the baptizing church
 A. A baptizing church helps disciples live a baptized life (Romans 6:1–5, 11)

 B. A baptizing church establishes Christian community (Matthew 16:18–19; 18:18)

   1. The church affirms the believer’s faith and union with Christ 

(Galatians 3:27–29)

   2. The church welcomes the newly baptized believer (Acts 2:37–38, 41)

   3. Baptism is required for church membership because it is the initiating sign of 

the new covenant (Matthew 28:18–26; 1 Corinthians 12:13–14)

 C. A true church is a baptizing church
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sermon reflections
1. How does baptism proclaim and portray the gospel? What does an individual believer 

proclaim by being baptized? What does a church proclaim when they conduct a 

baptism?

2. What new relational associations are created by baptism? How does baptism confer a 

new identity for the person who is baptized?

3. How does baptism portray the gospel? What specific components of the gospel are 

portrayed?

4. What are the personal benefits of baptism? How can a baptizing church help disciples to 

live a baptized life?

5. Why is baptism a requirement for church membership?

Romans 6:1-5
What shall we say, then? Shall we 

go on sinning so that grace may 

increase? 2 By no means! We are 

those who have died to sin; how 

can we live in it any longer? 3 Or 

don’t you know that all of us who 

were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death?  

4 We were therefore buried with 

him through baptism into death in 

order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of 

the Father, we too may live a new 

life.

5 For if we have been united with 

him in a death like his, we will 

certainly also be united with him 

in a resurrection like his.


