
i. the saving love of christ (Ephesians 5:25)
 A. Jesus’ love for His bride is the source of salvation (Ephesians 2:1-5; Romans 5:8-

9, 1 John 4:10)

 B. It’s through the church that this saving love is revealed (Ephesians 3:8-10)

   1. The saving love of Christ is made known through gospel words 

(Romans 10:9-17)

   2. The saving love of Christ is made known through gospel works 

(John 13:34-35; 17:21; Ephesians 5:1-2)

   3. The saving love of Christ is made known through gospel power 

(Romans 1:16-17; John 3:16-18)

ii. the sanctifying love of christ (Ephesians 5:26-27)
 A. The purpose of our salvation is sanctification (Hebrews 10:14; 1 Thessalonians 

4:1-3a; 2 Timothy 1:9)

 B. Jesus organizes His church to be led by godly shepherds who will feed His sheep, 

so that the church will grow in sanctification (Titus 1:5; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Acts 20:28; 
Ephesians 4:15-16; Hebrews 13:17)

 C. Those who are perfected and being sanctified will be presented to Christ as a 

splendid, holy, and unblemished bride (Ephesians 5:27; Revelation 19:7-8)

   1. The church is those who are sanctified and called to be saints together 

(1 Corinthians 1:2; Colossians 1:21-23)

   2. The bride is made ready by the washing and renewal of the Holy Spirit 

through the word of God (Ephesians 5:26; Titus 3:4-6; John 17:17; Acts 
20:32)

iii. the sustaining love of christ (Ephesians 5:29-30)
 A. As the church is properly ordered, it will grow and build itself up in love. A 

properly working church has shepherd-teachers equipping the saints to do the 

work of the ministry (Ephesians 4:11-12)

 B. The true church is one that engages in the pure preaching of the gospel and makes 

use of the pure administration of the sacraments.

 C. God loves the church so deeply that He promises to protect and sustain her to the 

very end (1 Corinthians 1:4-9; Philippians 1:6; Romans 8:31-39)

   1. As we gather. . .(Hebrews 10:24-25)

   2. . . .Grow together. . .(2 Peter 3:18; Ephesians 4:16)

   3. . . . and go into all the world (Matthew 28:18-20; 16:18; 2 Corinthians 2:14-17)
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sermon reflections
1. How does the saving love of Christ show the necessity of church? How does the church 

reveal the saving love of Christ?

2. What is sanctification? How does sanctification help us better understand what it means 

to be saved?

3. How does the sanctifying love of Christ show the necessity of church? How can 

individual members of the church help sanctify one another?

4. What is a properly working church? How does the love of Christ sustain the church?

5. How does God sustain and nourish the church, practically? What might this teach us 

about the necessity of church?

6. How has your understanding of the church grown through this series?

Ephesians 5:25–27, 29–30
Husbands, love your wives, as 

Christ loved the church and gave 

himself up for her, 26 that he might 

sanctify her, having cleansed her 

by the washing of water with the 

word, 27 so that he might present 

the church to himself in splendor, 

without spot or wrinkle or any 

such thing, that she might be holy 

and without blemish.

. . .

29 For no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes 
it, just as Christ does the church, 30 
because we are members of his body.


