I. THE MEANING OF ADVENT (HEBREWS 9:26–28)
A. Jesus appeared to put away sin through His life, death, and resurrection
(Hebrews 9:26, 1 John 3:5; 1 Timothy 1:15)
B. Jesus will appear a second time to finally and fully save His people
(Hebrews 9:27-28)
C. We live in the tension between the “already” and “not-yet” of Jesus’ advents. So, we are people who eagerly wait
(Philippians 3:20-21; 1 Corinthians 1:7-9; Titus 2:11-14)

II. THE DAWNING OF LIGHT (ISAIAH 9:1–2)
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A. People walk in the darkness of sin, evil, and ignorance (Isaiah 8:19-22)
			 1. The people do not consult God or His word because they are blind
(Isaiah 8:19-20; Ephesians 4:17-19)
			 2. The people will know their need, but will look to themselves for the
solution rather than God (Isaiah 8:21-22)
B. A glorious light will come from Galilee bringing all that is good and right
(Isaiah 9:1-2)

Sermon Outline

			 1. The light gives life (John 1:1-5)

NOTES

			 2. John the Baptist bears witness to the light (John 1:6-9)
			 3. Jesus is the light of the world (John 8:12)
C. Jesus came as light into the world to call us out of darkness
(John 12:36, 46)
			 1. Satan keeps unbelievers from seeing the light of the gospel
(2 Corinthians 4:4)
			 2. But God gives the light of the gospel (2 Corinthians 4:6)
			 3. God is light and in Him there is no darkness, and we too can live as
light if we are cleansed from sin through faith and repentance
(1 John 1:5-10)
D. We must live as lights in this world of shadows since we are destined for
a place where there is no darkness.
			 1. We live as lights with our words and works
(1 Peter 2:9; Matthew 5:16)
			 2. We live as lights until the end of the age
(Proverbs 4:18; Matthew 13:41-43)
			 3. We will live in the glory of God’s light forever
(Revelation 21:1-5; 22-27)
			 4. In the meantime, we eagerly wait
(2 Peter 3:13-14)

ISAIAH 9:1-2
But there will be no gloom
for her who was in anguish.
In the former time he
brought into contempt the
land of Zebulun and the land
of Naphtali, but in the latter
time he has made glorious
the way of the sea, the land
beyond the Jordan, Galilee
of the nations.

Sermon Reflections
1.		What does “Advent” mean? How can the season of advent help us better
understand our lives today?

2. What is the “already” and “not-yet” tension? Why do you think it is important
for us to recognize this tension?

2 The people who walked in
darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of
deep darkness,
on them has light shone.
3. How is the image of darkness used in scripture? What are some examples of
how people live in darkness?

4. How is the image of light used in scripture? How is Jesus revealed as the
light of the world? What relationship does light have with the gospel?

5. How can you, individually, live as a light in a world of shadows? How can we,
collectively, live as lights?

