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Hi Everyone.  My name is Larry Adams and I want to take a moment to thank you for reading this 
message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting Jesus and preaching the Word. Your 
downloading of this message is a great encouragement to us, as we know that our ministry is going out 
to spread God’s Word all over the world. 

We want you to know, too, that in no way do we intend these messages to be a replacement for your 
involvement in a good local church, where, sitting under the authority of pastors and other teachers, 
you can learn to worship, grow and serve and be engaged with a body of believers where you can grow 
in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

We realize also, that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local church. 
Therefore, we hope these messages you are using, to gather with your family or other believers, or 
people from the community that it will be a great encouragement to you, as you hear God speak into 
your life, helping you to become disciples who are true, reproducing followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

We’re going to spend out time together today, doing what I think pleases God most: sitting under His 
word, listening to Him speak to us. Jesus came the first time to usher in the kingdom of God. In fact, we 
saw in the workbook, this quote from Bible scholars Wellum and Gentry, a resource we used to write 
the workbook. They write this:  

 
The promise to David of an eternal house and a seed (or offspring) is fulfilled in the person of 
Jesus Christ, who is the descendant of David, who because of His resurrection, is an eternal 
person and through His coming person and work, an eternal kingdom has already begun. 

To think we arose this morning, regardless of what the sound of our alarm clock, we arose as 
Christians, who are citizens of the kingdom of God, because it has come. It’s a miracle! It’s amazing! 
Yet we also read (Hebrews 9:26-28) that Jesus Christ has ... 

... has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.  

It’s an interesting phrase the author uses – that Jesus sacrificed Himself “at the end of the ages” – 2000 
years ago.  

27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, 
having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with 
sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 

Jesus is gone. He is exalted at the right hand of the Father, but we need to make sure we realize that 
Jesus, who came once to deal with sin, has also in His death and resurrection, been exalted to the right 
hand of the Father, and has promised us – I’m coming back! I will not leave you as orphans. I will come 



and get you and you will be with Me where I am. All those who are eager for that moment – that is what 
Christian hope is. Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Jesus is the eternal Son of David because He is the resurrected Messiah. He reigns on David’s eternal 
throne because He is exalted to the right hand of God. He is ruling over an eternal kingdom that has 
already been ushered and inaugurated in at His first coming, but will finally and fully be established 
when He returns the second time. This is the Davidic Covenant. It’s good.  

We’ll take some time to look at the Davidic Covenant, how it fleshes out in the Old Testament. Then 
we’ll high-tail it to the New Testament with the time we have left and do what we can there, to see how 
hopeful this Davidic Covenant is. 

We looked at the Abrahamic Covenant, at the Mosaic Covenant. I want to show you how those two 
covenants, which preceded the Davidic Covenant, actually work together with the Davidic Covenant. 
They are kind of a unit. All three of them come together. 

God promised Abraham (Genesis 17:6-7) that 

6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from 
you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring 
after you.  

From the Abrahamic Covenant, we have this understanding as good Bible readers, that we should 
expect at some point in the history of Israel, that there will come kings. As Larry preached last week 
about the Mosaic Covenant, in which God calls the nation of Israel His treasured possession, he also 
preached about how the people of Israel are to be a kingdom of priests. (Don’t miss that sermon last 
week on the Mosaic Covenant.) Larry focused on the fact that this nation was to be a nation of priests 
in accordance with Exodus 19:5-6:  

5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my 
treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the people of 
Israel.” 

If you think about it, the only way to become a kingdom of priests is to have two things involved: 1) you 
have to be a kingdom, which implies a king, and 2) you have to be priests. It’s not rocket science. The 
thing is, the Mosaic Covenant established the Levitical priesthood. It established the priesthood by 
which God would relate to His people, and the people would relate to God. So that’s already 
established, but we’re still waiting for the kingdom aspect. We’re still waiting for the king. When the king 
and His kingdom come, then the people will be what they were intended to be, namely – a treasured 
possession, a kingdom of priests.  

If you think about it, Larry preached on the fact that the Mosaic Covenant defined God’s law on how to 
live as God’s treasured possessions in the Promised Land. It included instructions for the future 
covenant king. In other words, if God is going to place His people in a land, and then give them a law to 
help them navigate how to live in the land, and He is expecting that a king would eventually arise, then 
we would expect that there should be instructions for the king. That’s exactly what we have in 
Deuteronomy 17:14-20. God give permission for the establishment of a king and a kingdom. He says: 

14 “When you come to the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you possess it and 
dwell in it and then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me,’ 15 you 



may indeed set a king over you whom the LORD your God will choose. One from among your 
brothers you shall set as king over you. You may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your 
brother.  

So, yes, you can have a kingdom, but it has to be someone who is Jewish. Somebody from among you. 
Then, in verse 16-17, God forbids this king from pursuing the common idolatries of what it means to be 
a human being, the pursuit of money, sex and power: 

16 Only he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in 
order to acquire many horses, [horses and chariots were powerful military tools. Acquiring many 
horses means you are no longer relying on God, you are relying on your military, your power] 
since the LORD has said to you, ‘You shall never return that way again.’ 17 And he shall not 
acquire many wives for himself [not overly indulging himself in sex, because I don’t want his 
heart turning away], lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver 
and gold [the pursuit of wealth]. 

Those three idols are so common to what it means to be a human. In fact, if you were to watch the 
news this past week, or even next week or the week after that – somebody eventually will be exploiting 
their power, their wealth or being in some sort of sex scandal. You see it all the time. Money, sex and 
power. Money, sex and power. That’s the idol of the human heart. 

The king of Israel is to avoid those things. In the next verses, God commands the king to write a copy of 
the book of Deuteronomy for himself. The Levites were to test it for accuracy, to make sure he didn’t cut 
anything out, in case he didn’t like certain parts. No, you don’t tamper with God’s word. So they would 
test it.  

18 “And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of 
this law, approved by the Levitical priests. 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all 
the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all the words of this 
law and these statutes, and doing them, 20 that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers 
[pride], and that he may not turn aside from the commandment [setting up his own agenda], 
either to the right hand or to the left, so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and his 
children, in Israel. 

So this is the standard of the kings. They are not to pursue the idols of money, sex and power. Instead, 
they are to be men who are fixated on the word of God. They are not to deviate from the word of God. 
They are not to add to it, or subtract from it. They are to read it, think about it, live it, speak it, pray it, 
and they are supposed to lead the people in it. That is what a godly leader of God’s people is meant to 
do, no matter their gifts, talents, skills. The most important thing is: does this man surrender himself to 
the word of God? That’s what is required of the king. 

We spent some time in 1 and 2 Samuel last Fall, which was the Rise of the Kingdom series. It depicts 
the history of how the kingdom came to be. But if you remember, right before 1 and 2 Samuel, we saw 
in the book of Judges, the very last sentence was this: “In those days, there was no king in Israel; 
everyone did what was right in their own eyes.” In other words, without the king, the nation of Israel is 
prone to rampant individuality and immorality. You become your own measure of morals.  

That means, if we had a king who was devoted to God’s word, he could lead us so we’re not all 
rampant individuals and engaging in immorality. We need someone who can lea us in God’s word so 
we can become the kingdom of priests and the holy nation He wants us to be. But we don’t have a king! 
We need one!  



That’s where they are at.  

Then we were introduced to Samuel, if you remember, who anointed a man named Saul at God’s 
command. Saul abandoned God’s word and therefore he was rejected.  

Then we were introduced to David, who was God’s chosen leader. Samuel anoints him as king and he 
was referred to as the man after God’s own heart. Even when he sinned, he did what God’s word said: 
he repented. So he was a man after God’s own heart. That was the same David we are turning to now 
in 2 Samuel 7. It contains the Davidic Covenant. 

We read in 2 Samuel 7:8-9, where David comes from. It reminds us of Abraham. He was a nobody 
when God called him. Same with David. It actually said (God said), “I took you from the pasture (v 8) 
from following the sheep, so you could be prince (leader) over my people.” David – you were a nobody! 
You didn’t come from anybody. You didn’t come from anywhere. Everything you have and everything 
you are is from Me! I did this for you!  

Verse 9 “And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth.”  

Remember the promise God gave to Abraham, that your name will be great. Very similar. 

Then David is promised a restful land (v 10-11)  

10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in 
their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as 
formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest 
from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a 
house.  

So David is promised a restful land. God says to David (v 11) the rest I’ll give you is unlike what you’ve 
experienced from the time of the judges. So if you know the Bible, you understand that the book of 
Judges comes after Joshua. In Joshua (21:43-45)  

43 Thus the LORD gave to Israel all the land that he swore to give to their fathers. And they took 
possession of it, and they settled there. 44 And the LORD gave them rest on every side just as he 
had sworn to their fathers. Not one of all their enemies had withstood them, for the LORD had 
given all their enemies into their hands. 45 Not one word of all the good promises that the LORD 
had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass. 

So up until the book of Joshua, there was rest, but it wasn’t a final and full rest. It was only a partial 
rest. So in the book of Judges, the rest is gone. The enemies have come and the presence of war is 
always looming. Then God makes this other promise, in the next book after Judges and Ruth, when we 
get to David (1 Samuel). He makes a promise there: in this land, you used to have rest with Joshua. 
You lost it in Judges because of the individuality and immorality. I’m going to give it to you again. The 
rest will be here, but it won’t be like the rest you used to have. It will be a better rest, a fuller rest.  

Then 2 Samuel 7:11-16, which is the meat of the Davidic Covenant. Read your workbook to get more 
out of this. Starting in the end of verse 11 – God says:  

... Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house [a dynasty or a 
‘name’ or heritage]. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise 
up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 



13 He shall build a house for my name [reference to the temple], and I will establish the throne of 
his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits 
iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my 
steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 
16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be 
established forever.’”  

Read Psalm 89. It is a psalm that worked its way into the nation of Israel, where they sang corporately, 
as a people, reminding themselves of their identity, namely, that they are descendants of King David 
and his eternal kingdom and everlasting throne.  

So David responds to this great promise that one of your sons will sit on an everlasting throne, over an 
everlasting kingdom. Though he may sin, I will discipline him, but I won’t take my love away from him. 
My Hesed will stay.  

David responds (v 18-19)  

18 Then King David went in and sat before the LORD and said, “Who am I, O Lord GOD, and what 
is my house, that you have brought me thus far?  

Who am I? When you stand before God and you see Him majesty and hear His promises and you are a 
recipient of His grace, it humbles you that God would do such a thing.  

19 And yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord GOD. You have spoken also of your 
servant's house for a great while to come [like, forever], and this is instruction for mankind, O 
Lord GOD!  

Even King David understood that the promise given to him is not nearly or just for his own family. In 
fact, the promise extends and will have ramifications and implications for all of humanity. This reminds 
us of the promise to Abraham, “You will be a blessing to all the nations.” It also reminds us that the 
kingdom of Israel, this kingdom of priests is meant to be a light to the nations. So the promise to David 
is meant for all mankind.  

He says (v 22) later in chapter 7, “You are great, O God. There is none like You.” That’s all you can say 
in the presence of such majesty and grace! God – that’s awesome! You are awesome! 

So now we need to ask, how does the promise given to David, flesh itself out over the course of the  
history of the Jews? When we move right in our Bible and we start to unpack the history of Israel, I 
have to ask, how far do we get before one of the offspring of David ends up becoming disloyal to the 
covenant, and all sorts of riffraff starts happening? How long does it take? 

You get to 1 Kings and see in chapter 2 that everything starts really well. 2:1-4 

When David's time to die drew near, he commanded Solomon his son, saying, 2 “I am about to 
go the way of all the earth. Be strong, and show yourself a man, 3 and keep the charge of the 
LORD your God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his commandments, his rules, 
and his testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do 
and wherever you turn, 4 that the LORD may establish his word that he spoke concerning me, 
saying, ‘If your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk before me in faithfulness with all 
their heart and with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’ 



David gives Solomon the word – keep true to the word of God! Don’t deviate! Don’t stray. Stay the 
course. In verse 10, David dies. He is buried in Jerusalem in verse 12, “So Solomon sat on the throne 
of David his father, and his kingdom was firmly established.”  

What kind of kingdom was this? In 1 Kings 4:20-21,  

20 Judah and Israel were as many as the sand by the sea [reminiscent of the promise to 
Abraham]. They ate and drank and were happy. 21  Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from 
the Euphrates to the land of the Philistines and to the border of Egypt. They brought tribute and 
served Solomon all the days of his life. 

Then it lists the geographical locations, the exact parameters of what was promised to Abraham. It’s an 
amazing thing. God is pouring out one blessing after another. So Solomon builds the temple in the 
location God had appointed for His name to be in Jerusalem. At the dedication of the temple, there 
stands Solomon, raising his hands and praying, “Oh, Lord God!” 1 Kings 8:23-24 – 

23 and said, “O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth 
beneath, keeping covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who walk before you 
with all their heart; 24 you have kept with your servant David my father what you declared to him. 
You spoke with your mouth, and with your hand have fulfilled it this day.  

You see one promise after another. Blessing, blessing! Fulfillment!  

1 Kings 4:34, “34 And people of all nations came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and from all the kings 
of the earth, who had heard of his wisdom.” 

1 Kings 10:24, “24 And the whole earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God 
had put into his mind.” 

You see mankind, the nations coming! Blessings! See it? You think – this is the high point of the 
kingdom! What could go wrong?! 

I skipped over what started to be the cracks, starting to emerge in 4:26, where it says “Solomon began 
to accumulate (literally 10s of thousands) of horses.” Come on, Solomon! You wrote it in a book! You’re 
supposed to memorize this, but you just transgressed.  

Then in chapter 10 it says he began to accumulate great wealth. He begins to accumulate a vast 
number of wives. That’s all it describes for Solomon. He did these three things: horses, wives and 
money. Dude! You literally had one job to do – don’t do those things! He failed. 

So God says (1 Kings 11:4), here is the indictment, what God has to say about this. “4 For when 
Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart was not wholly true to 
the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father.” And 11:6-7 – 

6 So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and did not wholly follow the LORD, as 
David his father had done. 7 Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of 
Moab, and for Molech the abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem.  

In 1 Kings 11:9-13, it says  



9 And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away from the LORD, the 
God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice 10 and had commanded him concerning this thing, 
that he should not go after other gods. But he did not keep what the LORD commanded. 
11 Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, “Since this has been your practice and you have not 
kept my covenant and my statutes that I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom 
from you and will give it to your servant. 12 Yet for the sake of David your father I will not do it in 
your days, but I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 13 However, I will not tear away all the 
kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of David my servant and for the sake 
of Jerusalem that I have chosen.” 

From that point forward, you see that the kingdom of Israel is torn in two. There were 10 tribes who go 
to the North, often called Israel. As you read 1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 Chronicles, you’ll see Asa and 
Jehosaphat and all the kings who reigned in Israel. Others reigned in Judah. Because Israel was the 
Northern Kingdom, and Judah was the Southern Kingdom. Judah was the Southern Kingdom of the 
promise.  

Later on, in history, in 722 BC, the kingdom of Assyria came and conquered the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel. It took them off, into bondage and forcibly, and also by choice, the Jewish people began to 
intermarry and interbreed with all the different nations of the Assyrians. Later, they became known as 
half-breeds. When you get to the New Testament, that is the people known as the Samaritans. But the 
Jews of the promise, of the Southern Kingdom, continued on for a little while longer, until about the 6th 
century BC, when finally King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, came and conquered the Southern 
Kingdom. You can read about it at the end of both 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles. Also parts of Jeremiah. 
They were taken off into captivity for 70 years. Read about that in Daniel, Ezekiel and Esther.  

Eventually, King Cyrus gives a decree. Read about that in Isaiah. The people come back to the land. 
Read about that in Nehemiah and Ezra, where they rebuild the walls and the temple.  

However, the people cry because it wasn’t the same. The glory didn’t descend on the temple. The old 
men who had seen the previous temple, wept because they knew it just wasn’t the same.  

In fact, after that, it was 400 years of silence. No prophet. No word from God. Just silence.  

But in the midst of all of this exile and all this punishment, Lamentations was written by Jeremiah, the 
“Weeping Prophet.” In the midst of that is one of the most famous texts. It’s in the context of all this 
curse. It reads, “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases. His mercies never come to an end. They 
are new every morning. Great is Thy faithfulness.” In the midst of covenant curses where it seems like 
God is no longer keeping His promises, it seems like the nation has lost the presence of God, and the 
place of their land and also their prince – the three P’s – gone! No more king. No more kingdom! And 
yet, the weeping prophet is expressing the way the nation feels about God, which is, The steadfast love 
of the Lord never ceases. His mercies never come to an end. They are new every morning! Great is His 
faithfulness! I will praise Him though I have nothing!  

Because if you lose everything, but you still have God, you have all you need. I want that kind of faith! I 
would love to have that kind of faith that sees this.  

So the nation, trusting the promise that His steadfast love never ceases, His mercies are new every 
morning, great is His faithfulness, they trusted for 400 years through the silence. Will God come? Will 
the kingdom be restored? Will a king, in the line of David ever arrive? For 400 years – nothing! Testing 
your faith. 



Until you flip in your Bible and open up to the New Testament. The very first sentence you read there, is 
“This is the book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David” The Son of Abraham, the Son is 
coming! He is coming!  

The wait is almost over. So the angel appears to Mary  (Luke 1:30). He says,  

Do not be afraid Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son and you shall call His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end. 

Almost here! he is almost here! You just have to wait 9 more months! He’ll be here. 

Many of you know what that’s like. If you were a child and you had a loved one who was gone for a 
long time, you hadn’t seen them in a while. You’re following them on your phone, tracking them. So 
excited, “They’re almost here! They’re down the street!” BOOM! You run outside and greet them! You 
have either been the child or you’ve been the parent. You know what that’s like!  

Now you have an understanding of what the people were feeling. They were in eager anticipation. He is 
almost here! I can feel it!  

Then He comes. Luke 2, the angels appear to the shepherds and they say, “Fear not! For behold I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day, in the City 
of David, a savior who is Christ the Lord.” No more waiting. No more silence. He is here! He has come. 

The promise, fulfilled. The word is true. The faithfulness, delivered. Great is the Lord.  

That’s why every Christmas, we read this verse from Isaiah 9 (9:6-7) – 

6 For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
    and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
    there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
    to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Therefore, the New Testament describes Jesus in explicit terms. He is the promised Son of David. He 
is the King of Kings. He is the one who reigned on an everlasting kingdom. He is the one we have been 
waiting for, longing for, hoping for. He has come! God has come through! He has delivered! (applause) 



Now, I need to prove this to you, that not only does the New Testament describe this, but Jesus Himself 
understood His own identity and purpose. I’ve chosen just one text, but I have literally countless others 
I wish I had time for. Matthew 12:22 – 

22 Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed 
him, so that the man spoke and saw. 23 And all the people were amazed, and said, “Can this be 
the Son of David?”  

They ask the question, “Can this be the Son of David?” Not just anyone. Could this man be the Son of 
David?! So the rest of the story is Jesus’ answer. (Matthew 12:24-29) – the jealous Pharisees hear this 
question, so they provide their own answer: 

24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that 
this man casts out demons.” 25 Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, “Every kingdom divided 
against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. 26 And if Satan 
casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 27 And if I cast 
out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your 
judges. 28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has 
come upon you. 29 Or how can someone enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, 
unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house.  

Could this be the Son of David? Well, do you see a kingdom around anywhere? Umm – I think so? 
Jesus says, let Me show you – he commands, speak! Walk! See! Miracle, miracle, miracle.  

So what is your answer? Am I the Son of David? The evidence is in the miracles. I am David. The 
kingdom is here. Holy smokes! 

Verse 29: “29 Or how can someone enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first 
binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house.” Jesus says, think about this. I came to 
bring life. But first, I am going to bind the strong man called Satan, and all he has to offer. I’m going to 
plunder that fool. I’m going to take everything that is his for Myself. Wow.  

That’s why Jesus, when He came, was preaching all over Galilee, proclaiming the gospel. Mark 1:14-
15, he was saying:  

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel.” 

Andrew Pak wrote in our workbook, pg 103: 

This kingdom is unlike any other kingdom on earth. It is a kingdom, not of this world (John 
18:36). It is composed of people of every tribe and nation and language (Revelation 5:9-10), 
whose purpose is to follow their king by proclaiming His glory to the world, fulfilling their calling 
as a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own possession, that 
proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness and into His marvelous light (1 
Peter 2:9). His kingdom extends, not only to Israel, but to the ends of the earth, through the 
church. This kingdom is here! 



Yet, we don’t see or experience the kingdom in its fullness. That’s what theologians call the “already 
and not yet.” The kingdom is already here, but it is not yet full. Just like the people in Israel, in Joshua, 
they had rest in the nation. The kingdom was here already, but the rest was not yet here. There is more 
to come. 

Likewise, we, as Christians, live in God’s kingdom that has already come, but is not yet fully here.  

So, when is it coming? I want the full! Enough with the appetizers – bring on the entrée! So when is it 
coming? 

The kingdom of God was inaugurated at Jesus’ first coming, and the kingdom of God will be completed 
at His second coming. Remember, at His first coming was the virgin birth, His life, His obedience to 
death, His resurrection, His exaltation to the right hand of God. And as we have heard, in Hebrews 9, 
Jesus will appear a second time. There are only two appearings. When He comes again, He won’t deal 
with sin, instead, He is going to save people who are eagerly waiting for Him.  

So, when is the second coming? When is the kingdom going to come? How does all that work? I have 
an answer for you. 

At His second coming, the kingdom of God will finally and fully come. When Christ returns, those who 
belong to Him will be resurrected. Now here is the resurrection chapter, 1 Corinthians 15. It’s one of the 
most beautiful chapters, one of the most important. In verse 20 it says that Christ has indeed been 
raised from the dead. Verse 21, it was by a man that came death (through Adam) and yet another man 
named Jesus, through whom the resurrection of the dead will occur. Verse 22, if you are born only in 
Adam, you will die. But if you are born not only in Adam, but also in Christ, through the rebirth (which is 
regeneration), or if you have faith in Jesus, then you shall be made alive. But then, verse 23-26, this 
resurrection has an order to it: “23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming 
those who belong to Christ.” So first is Christ. He is the firstfruits. Then at His coming (The Greek word 
is always in reference to the appearing, the coming of Jesus Christ at His second coming.) So at His 
coming, when He returns, all those who belong to Christ will then rise. All those who belong to Christ 
will be raised. So there is the resurrection order: first Jesus, then all those who are His treasured 
possession, namely the Christians.  

Then in verse 1 Cor 15:24, “Then comes the end.” What is the indication, or clue that the end is upon 
us? Keep reading: “24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father...” So 
when is that going to happen? Read on: “after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 
25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death.” 

So if you put that together, the end will come when every rule and authority and power is put in 
submission to Jesus, and as a consequence, He then hands over the kingdom to God the Father.  

Interestingly, this same kind of phrase, about having all authority over ever rule, in some way, Paul 
already identifies Jesus as having accomplished that. We see it in Ephesians 1, where Paul is giving 
this amazing prayer. He is praying that God would pour out His great power that He worked in Christ. 
(Eph 1:18-21)  

18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his 



great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 
come.  

In other words, Jesus has all authority. He wasn’t bluffing! All authority in heaven and earth has been 
given to Me, therefore, go and make disciples, baptizing them. Remember that? He is sitting at the right 
hand of God. Authority and rule and power are submitted to Him because He is everything! Whoa!  

So the end will come when all of that happens. In some ways, that has already happened, according to 
Ephesians 1. I Corinthians 15:25 “25 For [because] he must reign until he has put all his enemies under 
his feet.” Jesus will have no rivals. If Jesus is trying to do something in the world, He can’t have an 
equal and opposite power. He has to be supreme in all things.  So therefore, Jesus must rule and reign 
as supreme King of Kings and Lord of Lords, even now. If God is for me and not against me, and 
nothing can stand against Him, what do I have to worry about? Whoo! 

Then, verse 26, “26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.” Remember He has to destroy all the 
enemies, but the very last one to be destroyed is death.  

So let’s put this all together. When Jesus finally kills death, then all the enemies of God will be 
conquered and destroyed. When all of those enemies are conquered and destroyed, then Christ will 
hand the kingdom to God the Father and the end comes.  

Remember, all I just said started in verse 23: Christ the firstfruits, then at His coming, Christ, the 
Christians. When Jesus came the first time and He resurrected, that was when all the authority was 
submitted to Him. But when He comes back the second time, all the enemies are fully and finally going 
to be vanquished, and the last enemy, death, is going to be conquered.  

How do I know that? The Bible tells me so. 1 Corinthians 15:50-55. I’ll ask a series of questions. You 
can answer out loud if you want.  

50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable.  

In other words, if you want to be a part of the kingdom of God, you cannot do so while you are still in 
Adam. You must be in Christ. You must be born again. Born again status, is what qualifies you for the 
kingdom of God. So, how do we become imperishable and receive resurrected bodies? That’s what he 
is talking about, a resurrected, imperishable body, one that cannot spoil, rot or fade. How do I get that? 
I want in on that! Paul gives us our answer: 

51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep [sleep: a reference to Christians who die – 
they are not really dead because they will come back to life. They’re “asleep” but the morning is 
coming], but we shall all be changed,  

When will we be changed? How?  

52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  



So every time, without exception, in the Bible, the last trumpet always equates with the second coming 
of Christ. So when the trumpet blasts, Christ is coming! Boom! Resurrection! Whether you are dead or 
alive, you get a glorified body in that moment! In the twinkling of an eye! At the sound of the last 
trumpet!  

Why must this happen this way?  

53 For [because] this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must 
put on immortality.  

Why must I have a resurrected body? Because you can’t inherit the kingdom of God without it.  

So what is the outcome of us being resurrected and receiving these glorified bodies? What will come 
about?  

54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable [at the last trumpet], and the mortal puts on 
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55 “O death, where is your victory? 
    O death, where is your sting?” 

In other words, when the trumpet blasts and Jesus descends, we will be resurrected. In that exact 
moment, death will be utterly defeated. Therefore, all of the enemies of God will have been conquered. 
Therefore, Jesus will deliver the kingdom to God. That is the end.  

When you look at verse 55, you know that Paul is quoting scripture from Isaiah 25:8 in the Old 
Testament. In Hebrew poetry, which is what Isaiah is, it operates on this mode called “parallelism” 
which is where the first line relates to the second line; they are parallel in some way. So the quotation 
Paul uses from Isaiah is:  

8     He will swallow up death forever; 
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 
    and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
    for the LORD has spoken. 

So the first line relates to the second. The question is, when is death being vanquished, obliterated, and 
the wiping of tears? When do those two things come together in the New Testament? When do you see 
that?  

Revelation 21:1-4  

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride  

When is a collection of people called a “bride”? It’s the church! It extends to the Old Testament.  



adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away. 

Death and the wiping of tears go together! Because whoever has experienced death in one way or 
another, and has not shed a tear? But there is coming a day in the new heavens and new earth, which 
are going to be ushered in at the coming of Jesus, when He descends, we arise with glorified bodies. In 
that, death will be vanquished. Tears will be wiped away. The new creation has come! All we have is 
unabated access to the presence of God. We no longer see Him with the eyes of our faith, but with the 
eyes in our heads. And there we will be filled with an inexpressible glorious joy. There, death will be no 
more. No more mourning. No more tears. No more sadness. No more injustice. Everything will be 
righteous and good.  

We, as Christians, have a hope of that moment! Come, Lord Jesus, come! (Applause) 

So when you put it all together, we realize what we all ache and long for, is a place in which 
righteousness dwells, and we can’t seek it in this world because God has not promised it in this world. 
He has promised it in the next. And the next world will come when Jesus comes, for He has already 
inaugurated the kingdom, but He will consummate the kingdom at His coming, when we will get 
resurrected bodies and we will live with Him forever and ever. 

That’s why the Bible closes with these beautiful words: Come, Lord Jesus, come! Our hope and our joy 
are hanging in the balance.  

We are out of time.  

Father thank You for today. Thank You for Your word. Thank You for how You have risen from the 
grave. Thank You that, because of Your resurrection, we too will rise, who are in Christ. Thank You that 
through Your resurrection and the eventual second coming, that we will rise with new glorified bodies, 
and in that moment, death will be vanquished forever and ever. Every tear will be dried. Every hope will 
be fulfilled and You will reign and rule over the whole earth and we, alongside of You. For  You are 
making us a kingdom and priests to serve You forever. What a joy! In Jesus’ name, amen.  

 


