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Hi Everyone.  My name is Larry Adams and I want to take a moment to thank you for reading 
this message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting Jesus and preaching the Word. 
Your downloading of this message is a great encouragement to us, as we know that our ministry 
is going out to spread God’s Word all over the world. 

We want you to know, too, that in no way do we intend these messages to be a replacement for 
your involvement in a good local church, where, sitting under the authority of pastors and other 
teachers, you can learn to worship, grow and serve and be engaged with a body of believers 
where you can grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

We realize also, that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local church. 
Therefore, we hope you are using this message to gather with your family or other believers, or 
people from the community and that it will be a great encouragement to you, as you hear God 
speak into your life, helping you to become disciples who are true, reproducing followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

 

* * * * * 

I love reading Matthew’s account of things because he was an eye witness, along with John. He 
saw the events surrounding the crucifixion of Jesus. He writes with such detail. That’s one 
reason I love reading his resurrection account of what happened that first Easter morning, 
because he writes with such detail. He knew these people who told this story. He was there, he 
saw the resurrected Christ. This is the way Matthew recorded for us, the wonders of that day, 
that first Easter morning. (Matthew 28:1-15) – 
 

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, 
for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And 
for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to 
the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is 
not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going 
before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed 
quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, 
Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet 
and worshiped him.10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers 
to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 
11 While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief 
priests all that had taken place. 12 And when they had assembled with the elders and 
taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers13 and said, “Tell 
people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 And if 
this comes to the governor's ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So 



they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story has been spread 
among the Jews to this day. 

 
Let’s pray together. Lord, all the efforts through the centuries cannot hide the truth. Jesus, You 
lived, God in human flesh. You died on a cross to pay for my sin, and the sin of the world. 
Having paid that price, You were buried in a tomb. But the grave couldn’t hold You. Three days 
later, You arose again, victorious. You conquered sin, death and the grave – a divine explosion.  
 
Since that time, everyone who has believed has felt the transforming power of the Son of God, 
coming alive in them, as we put our hope and trust in You and You alone for our salvation. 
 
So, today God, as we open up this Word, as we relive this story again through Matthew and the 
power of the Holy Spirit, I pray that You will teach us, that it’s Your voice we will hear, so that we 
may know that the divine explosion of life that Sunday morning, is the same explosion of life that 
comes to everyone who believes. We’ll thank You God, for all You’ll show us today, in Jesus’ 
name, Amen.  
 
There are some events in history that are so powerful that when they explode in the course of 
human events, all attempts to deny their reality will prove foolish. But it doesn’t stop people from 
trying to deny them. One of those explosive events was the Jewish Holocaust. From 1941 – 
1945, in a collaborative effort led by Nazi Germany, two thirds of the Jewish population of 
Europe was wiped out. 6 million men, women and children were exterminated in concentration 
camps. Years of unbearable torture, starvation, terror and experimentalism – as human beings 
were treated with less dignity than laboratory rats. We need to remember such atrocities, and to 
learn from them for the sake of those who died, and that those things well never be repeated.  
 
Yet, despite all of that, there are still some advocating that the Holocaust never took place, or at 
least not as we have been told.19 years ago, a British historian by the name of David Irving, 
began a movement, brought on by a lawsuit in a British court, to put forth and defend his view 
that the Holocaust never happened, or at least not the way we’re told. Irving is the leading 
apologist for a growing number of people labeled “Holocaust Deniers,” who believe Hitler never 
knew anything about the Holocaust, Jews were not killed in gas chambers at Auschwitz, and the 
number and causes of concentration camp deaths have been greatly exaggerated. When the 
trial was over (and what a trial it was), British Justice and Judge, Charles Gray, ruled that  
 

Irving deliberately misrepresented and manipulated historical evidence, motivated by a 
desire to present events in a manner consistent with his own ideological beliefs. No 
objective, fair-minded historian would have had serious cause to doubt that gas 
chambers at Auschwitz and elsewhere operated on a substantial scale to kill hundreds 
of thousands of Jews. 

 
Irving lost the case, obviously, because you’re dealing with facts here, that no amount of 
ideology can change. What’s even more powerful was, the judge read his decision with 
Holocaust survivors, sitting in the courtroom as living proof that the reality of what they endured 
cannot be denied.  
 
Are there really people who would go to such great lengths to try to convince the world that such 
a tragic and explosive event, the Jewish Holocaust, never took place? Yes, there are people 
who would do that. There are people who do that. We shouldn’t be surprised because  



people have been trying to do that very same thing for centuries, in regards to the most 
explosive event in human history: the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  
 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the single greatest, and most important event in human 
history. Let me say that again: The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the single greatest, and most 
important event in human history. (applause) That is why I’m embarrassed to tell you that age 
25, I was living in America, thinking I was a Christian, coming to every Easter, time and again, 
having no idea of who Jesus was, no idea what a resurrection was, no idea what Easter was 
about, and no idea of the greatest news in human history – how does that happen? How in the 
world are you 25 years old, in America, thinking you’re a Christian, and you’ve never heard what 
the resurrection is about? It’s not by accident. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is greater than 
even His atoning sacrifice on a cross. Jesus said (and Paul confirmed) that His death on a cross 
would prove vain, and those who put their faith in Christ would be pitied, if there was no 
resurrection. At least on three occasions, Jesus took the disciples aside and plainly told them, 
as He did in Luke 18:31-33 – 
 

31 And taking the twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, 
and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be 
accomplished. 32 For he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and 
shamefully treated and spit upon. 33 And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on the 
third day he will rise.” 

 

But even in the days of the apostle Paul, there were still people perpetuating the lie that the 
resurrection never happened. So, when Paul wrote to the Corinthian church, he told them – you 
don’t have the option of not believing, because if there is no resurrection of Christ, there is no 
hope for humanity.  

In fact, he said in 1 Corinthians 15:14-19 
14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in 
vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God 
that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 
raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised.17 And if Christ 
has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.18 Then those also 
who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in this life 
only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

See what Paul is telling them? You guys don’t have the option of saying there is no resurrection, 
because you can’t be a Christian and deny the resurrection. In fact, you don’t even have hope if 
there is no resurrection. Because if there is no resurrection, then our preaching is useless and 
so is your faith. Christianity is a hoax. More than that, we who are the witnesses, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John, Peter – we’re all found to be liars because we told you there IS a 
resurrection. If there is no resurrection, then your faith is futile. You aren’t saved, you are still in 
your sins. More than that – people who have died believing this stuff without a resurrection – are 
lost. And, if you are a Christian and you’ve put your hope in a resurrection that isn’t real, then 
you are of all people on earth, to be pitied.  

 

Then Paul said (1 Corinthians 15:20) – the words that, in my opinion, are the most powerful and 
comforting and assuring in all the Bible:  



20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead 

Everything is changed because the resurrection is true. (applause) Jesus, the Son of God, the 
Savior of the world, the way, the truth and the life, the only way to God – all of that was proven 
by the resurrection. By His life and death, He declared every other religion to be false. Every 
other approach to God – bankrupt. He alone is the way, the truth and the life, the only way to 
God. 

Is it any wonder Satan tried so hard to cover that up and discredit it, to deny it, to conceal it.  
The truth of the resurrection – he tried to keep it from as many people, as many nations, as 
many generations as possible.  

Matthew said it was Sunday morning and the enemies of Jesus were still gloating over what 
they thought was their final victory over the man they hated. For three and a half years of public 
ministry, Jesus had lived, moved and taught among them. He healed their sick, raised their 
dead, stilled their storms, fed their hungry and conquered their demons. But He also called them 
to account. He confronted their sin. He exposed their hypocrisy. He declared that He was God 
in human flesh, the only way to God, the way, the truth and the life. They hated Him for it. So 
they arranged an arrest. They carried out a mock trial, pressured the Roman government, and 
carried out the greatest crime ever foisted on an innocent man. They nailed Him to a cross.  

With the deed done, they couldn’t rest. They were still haunted by the words that Jesus had 
spoken, time and again: kill Me, He said, bury Me in a tomb. Three days later, I’ll rise again.  

So this is what they did. Matthew 27:62-66 – 
62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees 
gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he 
was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64 Therefore order the tomb to be made secure 
until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has 
risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, 
“You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So they went and 
made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard. 

A tomb was a cave. If you go to Israel today, you’ll still see them all over the place. One 
entrance. Once the body was placed inside, and there were usually several ledges inside, in the 
bigger ones, where multiple bodies could be placed over time. Then a huge stone was rolled in 
place to guard the entrance. They went to Pilate and said, that deceiver said He would rise 
again on the third day. We don’t want the body stolen. We don’t want an even greater 
deception. So, help us. Pilate said, You make it as secure as you know how. 

So not only was this huge stone rolled in place (it would take several people to move it), they 
also sealed it: they put a cord across it and sealed it with a Roman seal. It would mean death if 
you broke the seal. Then they also posted a guard – probably a Roman quadrant guard. If it 
was, there were 16 of them. Four groups, guys standing back-to-back, side-to-side, so they are 
looking at all four directions. Four groups like that, all around the tomb. So no one could 
approach without being seen. Make the tomb as secure as you know how.  

But early Sunday morning, something happened that would forever change the world and 
eternity. There was a divine explosion. Matthew 28:1-4 – 

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, 
for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone 



and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And 
for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 

A divine explosion of life because stones and seals and guards and death can’t keep God in a 
grave! (applause) Jesus was alive! He exploded out of the tomb. The angel came down to move 
the stone – not to let Jesus out, but so you and I could see in! Matthew 28:5-8 

5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who 
was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where 
he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and 
behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told 
you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 

Matthew 28:9 -- 
9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of 
his feet and worshiped him. 

It always cracks me up – these ladies were just told by an angel who rolled away the stone, that 
the tomb is empty and Jesus is alive! Go tell the others. So they are running and Jesus meets 
them. He says, “Greetings.” (laughter)That’s it!  As a matter of fact, I’m alive.  

They worshipped Him. They held onto Him. They touched Him. They saw Him. They heard Him. 
He was alive. Then He sent them off with comfort and a commission. He said (v 10), “10 Then 
Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they 
will see me.’” 

No sooner had the women left, when the panic-stricken guards got up and thought – what in the 
world are we going to do!? Roman law demanded that a soldier who allowed a prisoner to 
escape while he was on duty – could be executed. How in the world were they going to explain 
to their authority, their commanding officer, to the Roman governor, the guy we were guarding 
was dead, but he got away. (Laughter) So they had to do something. So, (Matthew 28:11) 
“11 While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests 
all that had taken place.”  

I would have loved to have been there for this. They go to the chief priests and the guys say, 
“You ain’t going to believe this, but you know that earthquake this morning? We all felt it. The 
violent earthquake that shook the place? That was at the tomb. I’m telling you – an angel came 
down out of heaven, grabbed that stone, rolled it aside, and sat on it. There was an explosion of 
life! Jesus is gone! The angel said, look inside – He isn’t there! He is alive!”  

The religious leaders immediately knew they had a problem. But instead of acknowledging the 
truth, instead of standing in awe of God’s power, instead of admitting their sin, instead of 
admitting they were fighting against God and falling on their face to worship this Jesus (as all of 
us should today, when you know the truth of the resurrection) – instead, they hatched another 
lie. Matthew 28:12-15 – (They devised a plan. I read this stuff and I think, when are these 
people going to learn that they are not going to win!?) 

 
12 And when they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a 
sufficient sum of money to the soldiers 13 and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by 
night and stole him away while we were asleep.’  

You were asleep? Really? All of you? That’s the best you can come up with? 



 

14 And if this comes to the governor's ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of 
trouble.” 15 So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story has 
been spread among the Jews to this day. 

To what very day? To the very day Matthew was writing this gospel. To the very day when, 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he was recording the details that took place that Easter 
morning. To this very day. What day? Some 35-50 years, depending on the dating of Matthew’s 
gospel, after these events. 35-50 years later, that lie was still being told around Jerusalem, there 
was no resurrection; the disciples stole the body while we were sleeping. 

There is an even bigger problem for these resurrection deniers. The plan is not going to work. 
It’s the same problem that David Irving found when he ran into the British courtroom, trying to 
prove that the Holocaust never happened. There was a huge problem in the courtroom: it was 
filled with Holocaust survivors who were living testimonies to the reality of what had taken place. 

How do you convince people Jesus was still dead, and there was no resurrection, when the 
dead person (who isn’t dead) is walking around Jerusalem in full view of everybody! He 
appeared to the women, to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, to the disciples gathered 
in the upper room on two successive Sunday nights. Paul said (1 Corinthians 15:6),  

6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are 
still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.   

 

We ate with Him, we travelled with Him, we learned from Him. Over the next 40 days, He was 
seen by hundreds. Then we watched Him ascend into heaven from the Mount of Olives.  

People – I’ve stood there on the Mount of Olives where Jesus ascended into heaven. This 
would have been in full view of the city of Jerusalem. This was not done in secret. The Bible 
says He slowly rose from their presence, and was taken into heaven. As they stood there, 
angels said, “Why are you looking at this? He is coming back! Just the way you saw Him go, He 
is coming back here to this spot. He is returning again to establish His kingdom! Jesus is alive!” 
applause. 

Those who saw Him, those who heard Him, those who touched Him, those who knew He was 
alive refused to be silenced. Truth cannot be denied.  

So a man like Peter, and James and John and Paul and hundreds through the ages, have given 
their lives to be witnesses, suffering and dying for this truth. People – you’re not going to give 
your life for a hoax, or for someone’s invention, or a manufactured religion. These people were 
willing to die to defend this truth: Jesus is alive. It’s the heartbeat of the gospel. It’s the good 
news.  

That’s why in 1 Corinthians 15, when Paul was hearing that there were people who were saying 
they didn’t know the gospel, or what to believe. He reminded them (1 Cor 15:1-7) – 

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the 
word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first 
importance  

First importance – if you don’t hear anything else today, don’t miss this! This is the message, 
the most important message ever given… 



what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas [Peter], then to the twelve. 6 Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, 
though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 
and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 

Then 1 Corinthians 15:11 – “11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you 
believed.” This is what you believed.  

You see, the disciples refused to be silenced because they knew that what they had seen was 
true. So even at the cost of their own lives, they preached the death, burial and resurrection of 
Christ. And they did a good job. Because you see, truth cannot be destroyed nor can it be killed. 
It lived on in them. It passed all the way through the centuries, touching millions along the way 
who also believed. They passed it on and told others.  

That sequence of people telling of the good news of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ 
– the good news of the gospel – eventually in the 1970s, it reached two black men who were 
willing to reach across a whole bunch of barriers at the time, to share the good news of the 
gospel with an old white boy like me. When they told me, Larry, do you know your sins have 
been paid for? Do you know that Jesus died in your place on a cross? Do you know that God 
has forgiven you? Do you know that Jesus was buried in a tomb and three days later, rose 
again. Easter is the good news that He conquered sin, death and the grave for you, and He is 
alive? He is offering you hope, forgiveness and eternal life. If you believe that – you will be 
saved. You don’t have to fear death any more. You don’t have to worry about your sins any 
more. Jesus Christ is alive. 

People – do you realize what good news that was for a guy who knew he was a sinner? A guy 
who was afraid of death, and had no hope? It was the best news I ever heard. And you know 
what? I believed it. I believed it. 

I can tell you now, with confidence, that it is true. Jesus died on a cross for my sins and your 
sins. He was buried in a tomb. Three days later, He rose again. He is alive. He is the way, the 
truth and the life, the only way to God. People – that is the good news of Easter Sunday! 
(applause) 

So, if you or the devil are opposed to the truth, seeking to keep as many people as possible 
locked in sin, death and hell – wouldn’t you do all you could to keep people from believing the 
truth? Of course you would. That’s what he did. He is good at it. But, if you knew the gospel was 
true, that Jesus died for our sins, was buried and rose again the third day, that He conquered 
sin, death and the grave, your sins were forgiven, your grave has been vanquished, that if you 
trust in Jesus Christ as your savior – and Him alone – you’ll be saved from your sin. You’ll be 
given eternal life and you’ll live with God forever. If you knew that – and you believed that – 
wouldn’t you want to tell other people that good news too? Of course you would. 

So many of them did. That’s why I’m a Christian today. Because they passed it along to me. 
You know what? Today, I’m passing it along to you. There is a good chance that some of you 
here today are just like me. The greatest news that ever hit history, and you had no idea what it 
was about, but now you do.  

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is what sets Christianity apart from every other religion. In fact, 
it makes every other religion false, and every other approach to God, bankrupt. Now in our 
pluralistic, syncretistic world, you may have a hard time hearing that, because we want a lot of 



options. We want to believe that every religion is the same, and they all lead to the same place 
and it doesn’t matter what you believe. No. 

People, let me tell you as frankly as I can: whoever is pumping that junk is LYING to you. That is 
a lie! All religions are not the same. They don’t all end up in the same place, and you can’t have 
any way to God you choose. There is only one option: Jesus Christ died on cross for your sins. 
He was buried in a tomb and rose again the third day. He is the way, the truth and the life, the 
only way to God. That’s the gospel. (applause) 

Jesus proved it by His resurrection. Don’t be confused. I’ve shared this every Easter, and I’ll 
share it again. If you’ve heard it before, it bears repeating. If you haven’t heard it, it might help 
you. Do not be confused by the multitude of religious confusion out there. Don’t let it confuse 
you. All the religions of the world, except four, are just pure philosophy. They were invented by 
men. They made up rules. They made up gods, and systems to go with it. You and I could 
invent better religions today, than most of what the world is slaving under. The ones we would 
invent would be just as worthless as the ones already here. All the religions of the world, except 
four – are pure philosophy. The invention of men! Forget it!  

Of the four that are left, they are not based on philosophy but on the lives and teaching of their 
founders. 

Judaism – founded on the life and teaching of Abraham 

Buddhism – based on the life and teaching of Guatama, the first Buddha (Buddha is a title, not      
                     a name. Guatama was the first Buddha) 
 
Islam - based on the life and teaching of Mohammed 

Christianity - based on the life and teaching of Jesus Christ. 

 

Now here are the facts:  

Abraham died about 2000 BC, at the age of 175. He was buried in the Holy Land at a place 
called Machpelah, and he was put in a tomb alongside his wife, Sarah. His body is still in that 
tomb. Abraham was just a man. 

Guatama, the first Buddha, died about 500 BC. He was 80 years old. He died on a pilgrimage 
into the Himalayas. What was the pilgrimage to? He said in his own words,”I go to find the 
truth.” Isn’t that ironic? Here is a guy with millions of followers, but at age 80 he said I’m going 
up to see if I can find the truth. (Jesus said, “I am the truth!”) So he goes up into the Himalayas, 
looking for truth and he died up there. They buried him in a Himalayan village called Kusinara. 
Guatama’s body is still in that grave, because he was just a man.  

Mohammed, the founder of Islam, died June 8, 632 AD at the age of 62. When he died, they 
buried him in a tomb at Medina in Western Saudi Arabia, just north of Mecca. People pilgrimage 
there by the hundreds of thousands to see his tomb, because you see, Mohammed is still in 
there because Mohammed was just a man. 

Jesus Christ died on or about April 6, 30 AD at the age of 33. He was buried in a tomb in 
Jerusalem, sealed with a stone and guarded by soldiers to keep the body in the grave. But all 
those efforts failed. His body is NOT there. You know why? Because He wasn’t just a man. He 
was and is God in human flesh. He isn’t in the tomb because He isn’t dead. Sin couldn’t have 
Him. Death couldn’t defeat Him. The grave couldn’t hold Him. He is the resurrection and the life. 
He conquered sin, death and the grave for us. The tomb is empty because He isn’t in it. Jesus is 



alive. You know what He said? “If you believe in Me, you will live forever, too.” That is the good 
news of Easter! (applause) 

That’s why, when Jesus stood by the tomb of His good friend, Lazarus, the young man, the 
youngest brother of the two sisters, Mary and Martha, who lived in the little village of Bethany, 
on the back side of the Mount of Olives, about 2 miles from Jerusalem (East of the city). 
Lazarus was dead. Martha and Mary were destroyed. Jesus came and said (John 11:25-27),  

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though 
he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do 
you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the 
Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 

He told them, look – if you believe in Me, you will live even if you die. Your body may die, but 
you won’t. Your body may be dead in a tomb, but you’ll be alive. And if you live and believe in 
Me, you will never die. Your body will, but you never will. Because you believe in Me, and I am 
the resurrection and the life. You’re alive right now. You’ll go from life to life; there is not death 
for you.  

Then He said, “Do you believe this?”  

People – that’s the question of the ages! Do you believe this?  

She said, “Yes, Lord. I believe that You are the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God who is to 
come into the world.”  

Jesus’ question is still being asked today. He is asking it today – do you believe this? Do you 
believe that Jesus died on a cross for your sins, paying your penalty? Do you believe He was 
taken down and buried in a tomb? Do you believe He rose again on the third day, conquering 
sin, death and the grave and He is alive? Do you believe this?  

Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:22, “As in Adam, all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.” It 
doesn’t matter if you believe the creation story or not. You’re still subject to it because it is true. 
All humanity came from Adam and Eve, the progenitors of the human race. All of us came from 
them. Adam and Eve sinned in that garden. They broke the relationship with God and that 
broken relationship, that sin, has been passed on to every single one of us, for all of us have 
sinned and fall short of His glory. All of us. The wages of sin is death – death is separation from 
God. If you die physically while you are still dead spiritually, then you’ll be separated from God 
eternally. We inherited that from Adam and Eve. We’re born in it. We’re sinners by nature and 
by choice. As in Adam, all die. But all in Christ shall be made alive. 

You see, we are all in Adam, but we are not all in Christ. Paul told the Ephesians in chapter 
1:13, the way you are in Christ, he said, you are included in Christ when you heard and believed 
the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were saved.  

What is the gospel? Romans 10:9-13 
9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord [He is God in human flesh] 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For 
with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is 
saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to 
shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek [Gentile]; for the same 
Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 



The question is, do you believe this? Do you believe that He died, was buried and rose again? 
Do you believe He lived, appeared to hundreds, has transformed the lives of millions over the 
last 2000 years (of which I am one), and of which there are many in this room today, who have 
been transformed by believing this truth? Do you believe this?  

If you do, then you know the joy of what the resurrection means. You know the joy of what Max 
Lucado wrote in one of his books, “Because of Christ and the resurrection, I know that my life is 
not futile. I know that my sins are not fatal. And I know that my death is not final.” I’m going to 
live because Jesus lives. 

There has been a divine explosion in the tomb of Jesus. He is alive. He is coming again. 
Everyone who believes in Him will live forever too. The angels’ message to the women at the 
tomb that first Easter morning is still good news. (Matthew 28:5-6) – 

5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who 
was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where 
he lay. 

There has been a divine explosion of life and the good news is, that divine explosion of life is 
still happening in the lives of everyone who believes. That’s the good news of Easter.  

God, thank You for this great truth. It is so simple. I don’t know how I missed it all those years; I 
just never knew. But now I do. Jesus, You are God in human flesh, You lived a sinless life, You 
went to a cross and died there for my sin and the sin of the world. You paid our penalty. You 
were buried in a tomb. Three days later, You rose again. You conquered sin, death and the 
grave, and You are alive. You are offering hope and forgiveness and eternal life to everyone 
who will believe and receive it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


