
Autumn in New York! 
Music & Museums in the Big Apple with KMFA

October 19-24, 2017 

Autumn in New York 
Why does it seem so inviting 

Autumn in New York 
It spells the thrill of first-nighting

Glittering crowds and shimmering clouds 
In canyons of steel 

They’re making me feel—I’m home

As we all know, New York is a great place to visit (but you wouldn’t want 

to—well you know the rest), but as Ella sings, there’s no time like fall. The 

temperature is mild, Central Park is sparkling with color, and the season  

is underway! 

Join KMFA Classical 89.5’s popular host Jeffrey Blair for a glorious week 

of music and art in New York this fall. The music highlights are spectacular: 

you’ll hear major artists such as Renée Fleming, Andras Schiff with the 

New York Philharmonic, Martha Argerich and Sir Antonio Pappano with the 

Accademia di Santa Cecilia Orchestra of Rome; a production of Puccini’s 

final masterpiece Turandot at the Metropolitan Opera, with a first-rate cast; 

and finally, a performance on a barge in the East River! 

But that’s not all. Each day we’ll tour one or more of New York’s great 

museums, including a private tour of MoMA before doors are open to the 

public; a tour of the new Whitney Museum, designed by Renzo Piano; a tour 

of the serene Cloisters, the Met’s museum of medieval art; and much more. 

We will savor fine dining at classic international restaurants, and enjoy 

deluxe accommodations at the Hôtel Plaza Athénée on the Upper East Side, 

close to Central Park. All this plus the commentary and company of  

Jeffrey Blair makes this a trip not to be missed!

Tour Cost: $3,965, ground only, double occupancy;  
single supplement $985. Group limited to 25 participants or as  
hotel space allows.

The Autumn in New York tour is an exclusive presentation of KMFA and is  
organized by The Grand Tour, Peterborough, New Hampshire.
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Tour Highlights
•  Prime tickets for five performances:  
     ~ Recital by Renée Fleming at Carnegie Hall  
     ~ Concert by the Accademia di Santa Cecilia at  
        Carnegie Hall 
     ~ Concert by New York Philharmonic with Andras Schiff 
     ~ Turandot at the Metropolitan Opera  
     ~ Concert by Bargemusic, under the Brooklyn Bridge 

•  Tours of major museums & galleries in New York with  
 expert guides, including pre-hours tours of Museum of  
 Modern Art 

•  Tickets for the Frick Collection, outstanding private  
 museum of the collection of Henry Clay Frick, to visit on  
 your own time

•  Backstage tour of the Metropolitan Opera

•  Tour of the new High Line on the west side of Manhattan  
 with expert guide

•  Accommodations at the 5-star luxury  
 Hôtel Plaza Athénée

•  Fine dining, including  
 brunch at the historic  
 Rainbow Room

• The company of a small  
 group of KMFA listeners,  
 hosted by Jeffrey Blair

Renée Fleming

 Jeffrey Blair 

 Jeffrey has been with KMFA since  

 2000. Besides being an announcer, he  

 is also the Production Manager 

(recording, mixing, and generally making sure that everything 

sounds as good as possible). When he’s not at the station 

Jeffrey can be found spending time with his lovely wife, Z, or 

driving around in his 1971 VW bus named Grateful Phred. Other 

activities include cooking, reading, writing, listening to all types 

of music, going to concerts, and going for a nice walk with the 

dog. Jeffrey also loves to give talks about classical music and 

will do so whenever the occasion presents itself.



enlarged and remodeled in 2004 by the Japanese 
architect Yoshio Taniguchi. We’ll have a private 
tour of the permanent collection, arguably the 
finest of 20th century American and European 
modern art in the world, with a lecturer from 
the museum. Lunch on your own. Later we will 
have a private backstage tour of the Metropolitan 
Opera, prior to dinner at Gabriel’s, a wonderful 
Italian restaurant near Lincoln Center. The 
Metropolitan Opera’s lavish production of Puccini’s 
last opera, Turandot, was designed by Franco 
Zefferelli. Carlo Rizzi leads a fine cast headed by 
soprano Oksana Dyka and tenor Marcelo Álvarez.

Sunday, October 22
Unicorn Tapestries, Rainbows, 
and a Barge
This morning we board our own bus and head 
up towards the northern tip of Manhattan. The 
Cloisters is the Metropolitan Museum’s branch 
devoted to the medieval art of Europe with 
a stunning collection of works from the 12th 
through 15th centuries. Serenely overlooking the 
Hudson, the museum is made up of five medieval 
cloisters from southern France which provide 
a serene oasis in this nook of the city. Lunch is 
midtown in the fabulous, historic Rainbow Room 
at Rockefeller Center. After lunch, we will cross 
the river to the Fulton Ferry Landing near the 
Brooklyn Bridge, for a chamber concert on a 
floating barge in the East River, part of the series 
Bargemusic. Dinner is on your own and your 
evening is free.

Monday, October 23
Renée! 
Today is a free day in New York, and could be 
the day to visit The Frick Collection. This was the 
residence of Henry Clay Frick, a coal and steel 
magnate in the Gilded Age, and boasts a world 
class collection of art in a superb private home. 
If you have never been here or haven’t for a 
long time, it’s a real treat! Our Farewell Dinner 
takes place near Carnegie Hall where we return 
for another treat: a recital by the world-famous 
soprano, Renée Fleming. 

Thursday, October 19 
New York, New York!
Group flight arrives at JFK with private 
motorcoach transfer to the lovely Hôtel Plaza 
Athénée on the Upper East Side. Our welcome 
dinner precedes our first music event: the great 
pianist Sir Andras Schiff leads the New York 
Philharmonic in a program of Haydn, Bartok and, 
as soloist, in concertos by Bach and Schumann.

Friday, October 20
The High Line & Italy’s Best
Breakfast is served daily at the hotel. Our visit 
begins with two brilliant new sites in the Big 
Apple. The High Line is a new public park first 
opened in 1999 on an historic elevated freight rail 
line, with extraordinary views of the New York 
skyline, burgeoning West Side neighborhoods, 
and the Hudson River. The path, dotted with 
works of art, ends at the new Whitney Museum 
of American Art, designed by Renzo Piano, which 
opened just 2 years ago having moved from its 
upper East Side location. Lunch is at the fine 
Tribeca Grill in Soho, partly owned by the actor 
Robert de Niro. On our return to the hotel we’ll 
stop for a brief visit to the moving World Trade 
Center Memorial downtown. 
 
Our next performance takes place at Carnegie 
Hall, one of the world’s great concert halls, 
almost subject to the wrecking ball in 1960 only 
to be returned to its original splendor in 1986. 
The Orchestra dell’ Accademia di Santa Cecilia 
is considered by many the best in Italy. Their 
eminent music director, Sir Antonio Pappano, 
leads a program of music by Verdi, Respighi 
and the Prokofiev 3rd Piano Concerto with the 
distinguished Argentinian pianist Martha Argerich 
as soloist.

Saturday, October 21
MoMA and the Met
In the morning, we walk only a few blocks over 
to 54th Street for exclusive pre-hours entry to 
the “new” Museum of Modern Art, completely 

Tuesday, October 24
Tour ends after breakfast. Hotel check-out and a 
private coach transfer to JFK and the group flight 
return to Austin.

Itinerary is subject to change. Meals in bold are 
included in the price of the tour.

Itinerary
Daily

New York Philharmonic

Unicorn Tapestries

The High Line

Tour Registration 
  
Tour Cost: $3,965 per  
person, ground only,  
double occupancy  
Single supplement: $985  
Group flight: $370  
economy on American Airlines

Deposit: $800 per person first come, first serve

Balance Deadline: Friday, August 18, 2017.  
After that date, call for availability.

Contact The Grand Tour at 800-727-2995 to  
reserve your place on the tour with a credit card 
deposit, or send a check made out to The Grand Tour 
for the deposit amount to: KMFA New York Tour, The 
Grand Tour, PO Box 274, Peterborough, NH 03458. 
Registration materials can be downloaded from 
www.kmfa.org

Questions? Contact The Grand Tour at  
800-727-2995 / info@thegrandtour.com or  
Virginia Alavarez of KMFA at 512-615-6902 /  
valvarez@kmfa.org

Dreamers with empty hands 
They sigh for exotic lands
It’s autumn in New York
It’s good to live it again!

Paul Cézanne self portrait

The Starry Night  
by Vincent van Gogh


