
BIG SKY: KEEPING ADVENTURE COWBOY
BIG SKY, MONTANA - Big Sky, Montana is known for its stunning scenery and winter time activ-
ities, but summer’s long days are the best time to explore Montana’s wild side.  From fly fishing 
to white water rafting and zip-lines to chuckwagon dinners, Big Sky’s guest ranches and outfit-
ters take visitors to whole new levels of adventure.

By far the most quintessential way to explore Big Sky in the summer is on horseback.  From 
half-day trips on mellow trails, to overnight backcountry camping trips, Big Sky’s Lone Mountain 
Ranch and 320 Guest Ranch  bring out the cowboy in every visitor. Ride all day at 320 Ranch 
and then finish off the night at their ranch style Pig Roast every Monday night or Chuckwagon 
BBQ dinner every Wednesday night.  For guests that don’t want to ride a horse to the BBQ, a 
wagon ride lets them attend in style.  For a truly educational experience, ride out with the natu-
ralists from Lone Mountain Ranch to see elk and moose in their natural habitat, and learn all 
about the flora and fauna of the Northern Rockies.

For those interested in exploring under their own power, there is no better place to mountain 
bike than Big Sky.  There are endless miles of well-maintained single track in and around Big 
Sky, and miles more in the Custer-Gallatin National Forest.  Some popular flow trails include: 
Porcupine, Garnet Mountain and Ramshorn Lake.  On top of that, Big Sky Resort’s Lone Moun-
tain, offers lift served single track and downhill trails for all levels.  These mountain biking trails 
are accessible from both the Swift Current and Explorer chair lifts.  

In the spring and fall shoulder seasons, when Yellowstone National Park’s roads are closed to 
automobiles, bicycles are the primary mode of transportation.  Imagine peddling to Old Faithful, 
riding past bison and elk, and taking in the majestic views of the Park on two wheels.  Visit 
http://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/springbike.htm for more information.

Visitors looking for more solitary adventure will find Big Sky to be a fly fisherman’s paradise.  
The stunning Gallatin River, where scenes of “A River Runs Through It” were filmed, flows right 
through Big Sky’s Gallatin Canyon.  All along the canyon fly fisherman ply fishing holes, and 
wade through waters teeming with fish as they take in the breathtaking scenery.  The fly fishing 
mecca of the Yellowstone and Madison Rivers are only an hour drive from Big Sky.  Explore the 
waters with fishing guides who can teach beginners the basics of casting, or perfect the tech-
niques of experienced fisherman.  Guides can be found at a number of full-service fly fishing 
shops, along with equipment and specialized float trips for every level of angler. A list of shops 
and guide services can be found at www.visitbigskymt.com  
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Take adventure to extraordinary heights with the experienced pilots at Endeavor Ballooning.  
Enjoy the peace, beauty and serenity of gliding over Big Sky’s picturesque landscape.  Hot air 
ballooning is the perfect addition to every Big Sky vacation, and with private or group trips avail-
able, can be a unique experience for the whole family, or a romantic way to begin a day of ad-
venturing.  For information visit montanaballoon.com.

The Gallatin River also offers one of the country’s most scenic venues for whitewater rafting.  
From the thrilling to the mellow, Big Sky’s raft companies will guarantee an adventure for every-
one.  Geyser Whitewater Expeditions and Montana Whitewater Raft and Zipline Company have 
half and full day raft trips.

With all the adventure Big Sky has to offer, it’s easy to spend the long summer days experienc-
ing all these amazing activities. Find your adventure at www.visitbigskymt.com 
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