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Big Sky, Mont. Invites Visitors to Experience 
Outdoor Fun During Open Lands Month in July 

 
BIG SKY, Mont.—Montana Governor Steve Bullock designated July as Open Lands 
Month in the state to celebrate what open lands mean to the Montana way of life, 
landscape and economy. In recognition of Open Lands Month in Montana throughout 
July, the community of Big Sky, Montana invites visitors to experience the wide open 
wilderness, pristine waters, and scenic trails that attract millions to the area each year 
with dozens of outdoor offerings. 
 
“Big Sky is surrounded by spectacular unspoiled nature, blue ribbon waters in which to 
explore, and unprecedented wide open landscape which are treasures for those of us 
who live here and for visitors who continue to make Big Sky a year round destination,” 
said Kitty Clemens, executive director at Visit Big Sky.  “Big Sky is at its most 
breathtaking in summer and is a cool mountain retreat for those wishing to enjoy the 
outdoors or make Big Sky a basecamp when visiting Yellowstone National Park.”   
 
When it comes to open lands, Big Sky is located less than 10 miles from the Custer 
Gallatin National Forest – encompassing more than 3.1 million acres and known for 
having one of the most ecologically diverse landscapes in the region. Gallatin National 
Forest has hundreds of miles of trails, with many popular trails in the Big Sky area 
including: Lava Lake, Storm Castle Rock, Porcupine Pine Creek, and Beehive Basin, 
which is an especially popular hike for skiers, as the basin holds skiable coolers through 
the first part of the summer. These trails can be explored by foot, bike, or horse.  
 
Big Sky is also located close to both the Lee Metcalf Wilderness area and is less than 
50 miles from Yellowstone National Park’s most-frequented West entrance. 
 
Several outdoor events during Open Lands Month in July include: Strings Under the Big 
Sky Chamber Music Concert along the Gallatin River on July 10; the Big Sky Fly Fishing 
Festival on July 25 and 26; and a no-charge Baroque Music Montana concert on July 
28. 
 
Every Wednesday in July, from 5-8 p.m., the Big Sky Farmer’s Market offers Montana 
made products and produce grown in local, open lands.  Likewise, every Thursday in 
July at 7 p.m. Lone Peak becomes the scenic backdrop for Music in the Mountains – a 
free outdoor concert for all to enjoy the music and fresh air. 
 
Big Sky is known for its many outdoor recreational opportunities including blue ribbon 
trout fishing, white water rafting, ziplining, rock climbing, mountain biking, hiking and 
much more. Go to www.visitbigskymt.com/recreation for a complete list of summer 
activities. 
 



 

 

Along with Open Lands Month, all national parks, including  Montana’s national parks 
are participating in the nation-wide Find Your Park campaign in celebration of the 
National Park Service’s 100th anniversary in August 2016. Find Your Park is meant to 
engage communities, families, and individuals through recreation, conservation and 
preservation programs. Visit findyourpark.org for details. 
 
For more information about Open Lands Month in Montana, visit openlandmt.org.  
 
For complete information about Big Sky, Montana, go to visitbigskymt.com or call 800-
943-4111. 
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Visit Big Sky is a private, nonprofit organization responsible for marketing Big Sky, Montana as a leisure and convention 
destination. Visit Big Sky is funded from the Big Sky Resort Tax, administers Montana Office of Tourism lodging tax funds and 
collects private industry investments from business partners for public relations and advertising programs. 

 


