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Opin Kerfi has a 
well-trained, staff 
of IT professionals 
who understand that 
Iceland is quickly 
becoming a cloud hub 
for large enterprises



A 
dedication to 
providing a superior 
and reliable service, 
coupled with 
becoming increasingly 

aware of shifting trends within the 
global IT environment, has seen 
Opin Kerfi recently partner with 
Verne Global, the driving force 
behind one of the world’s greenest 
data centres. 

Based in Iceland, the state-of-
the-art data centre is 100 percent 
carbon neutral, powered exclusively 
from renewable energy sources 
and uses Iceland’s naturally cold air 
to replace costly, inefficient artificial 
air-conditioning systems.  

“The world’s biggest IT vendors 
are quickly realising that whenever 
customers request more services, 
at a faster speed combined with 
increased processing power, it 
requires a great deal more energy,” 
explained Opin Kerfi’s CEO, 
Gunnar Gudjonsson. 

“However, energy prices are 
rising across the board; not to 
mention that most data centres 
are located close to major 
cities, where alternative energy 
is markedly harder to acquire. 
Accordingly, Iceland is becoming 
an increasingly attractive prospect 
for them.”

Strong partnerships 
Opin Kerfi has been the leading IT 
partner for many of Iceland’s top 
100 companies, including financial 
institutions, health providers, 
educational establishments, 
government agencies and the 
private sector. 

With Iceland’s economic recovery 
well underway, Opin Kerfi is seeing 
the expansion of both current client 
operations and the arrival of multi-
national companies looking to 
take advantage of Iceland’s power 
supply and IT expertise. 

As a result, Opin Kerfi is 
choosing the best-of-breed in 
IT vendors to further strengthen 
its position as the ideal partner 
to support current and future 
customers every step of the way. 

“Iceland is strategically located 
between mainland Europe and 
the United States with ample 
connectivity between the two 
continents,” said Gudjonsson. 
“Opin Kerfi has a well-trained staff 
of IT professionals who understand 
that Iceland is quickly becoming a 
cloud hub for large enterprises.” 

Originally established as HP’s 
official affiliate for the country 
almost three decades ago, Opin 
Kerfi has matured to become 
a HP Gold Partner and its sole 
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Opin Kerfi Headquarters since establishment 29 years ago



distributor and support centre for 
the region, a Cisco Silver Partner 
and a Microsoft Gold Partner 
and Distribution Partner; the 
largest sales and support vendor 
Microsoft classic solutions has in 
Iceland.

“We have a really strong 
competence in open source 
solutions, as well as selling 
and supporting solutions from 
various other vendors, such as 
Fujitsu, Eaton Power, Apple, 
RedHat, VMWare and Symantec,” 
Gudjonsson added.  

Meeting the demand
Opin Kerfi, a proven systems 
integrator already, foresaw the 
ever-changing landscape of IT 
and several years ago looked for 
ways to increase functionality with 

greater simplicity to better address 
the BYOD trend and cloud hosting.

“The question was posed over 
whether we wanted to build our 
own data centre or partner with an 
expert in that field,” Gudjonsson 
said. “The answer was easy. Verne 
Global is an expert in building data 
centres and we are the experts in 
providing equipment and services 
for data centres; the partnership 
is unquestionably perfect for both 
parties.”

Noting the market acceptance, 
both Icelandic and internationally, 
of virtualisation and cloud 
computing technologies; Opin 

Opin Kerfi’s CEO, Gunnar Gudjonsson
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The state-of-the-art data centre is 100 percent carbon neutral, powered 
exclusively from renewable energy sources and uses Iceland’s naturally cold air

A cornerstone 
of the company 
is the trusted 
partnerships we 
have forged with 
the world’s major 
IT vendors.”

- Gunnar Gudjonsson, CEO
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Opin Kerfi is committed to keeping its technical staff current with certifications and technical expertise 

Kerfi realised that scalability and 
flexibility in hosting services was 
going to be an essential delineator 
for them. 

Verne Global’s data centre 
campus offers the ability to scale 
from kilowatts to megawatts of 
server storage and Opin Kerfi is 
excited to extend these growth 
options to its customers. The 
data centre has scalability for 
8,000 racks and offers a host of 
opportunities Opin Kerfi is exited to 
capitalise on.

“We are definitely seeing a lot 
of growth within Iceland, and 

at the same time we are taking 
on increasingly larger projects 
from the world stage,” explained 
Gudjonsson. “The scalability 
requirements of both customer 
bases have required that we re-
engineer our business to meet this 
demand.”

Exceptional IT expertise 
Opin Kerfi is a firm believer in 
assembling the best possible team 
it can, taking the best and brightest 
minds in the Icelandic IT industry 
and nurturing them in an exciting 
and cutting-edge environment. The 

company operates a flat structure, 
with all employees encouraged 
to embrace new challenges and 
develop their professional skills. 

“Employees are empowered 
during the decision-making 
process and are rewarded for 
their initiative and motivation,” 
Gudjonsson said. “The absence of 
organisational hierarchy has proven 
to be very successful in not only 
attracting, but retaining employees. 

“IT professional are inherently 
both analytical and creative. 
Providing a working environment 
that allows them to participate in 

We are providing 
our clients with 
mission-critical 
services, so we 
simply cannot 
afford technological 
delays, problems or 
knowledge gaps.”
- Gunnar Gudjonsson, CEO



decision-making shows up in the 
form of delivering superior service 
to our customers.”

Having all of the necessary 
certificates and accreditations 
to represent the company’s host 
of vending partners, means a 
significant amount of time and 
money needs to be invested in 
training. 

“Opin Kerfi is committed to 
keeping its technical staff current 
with certifications and technical 
expertise,” stated Gudjonsson. 
“We are providing our clients with 
mission-critical services, so we 
simply cannot afford technological 
delays, problems or knowledge 
gaps.”

A bright future
With Gudjonsson predicting the 
data centre industry will grow 
at a much faster rate than in 
previous years, there are a host 
of opportunities for Opin Kerfi to 
capitalise on in the near future. 

Already Opin Kerfi is engaged, 
along with Verne Global, in 
moving a number of BMW’s high-
performance computing clusters 
into Verne Global’s facility. By 
moving these HPC clusters to the 
data centre campus, BMW expects 
to reduce the cost of powering 
these HPC apps by as much as 
82 percent. As the Iceland facility 
is a ‘zero emission data centre’, 
BMW will reduce annual carbon 
emissions by 3,570 tonnes; the 
equivalent of the carbon produced 
by burning 1.46 million litres of 

gasoline.   
“It really is a huge breakthrough 

for us,” Gudjonsson said. “I can 
anticipate more major companies 
around the world taking BMW’s 
lead and following them to Iceland.

“We are very busy at the 
moment,” he continued. “There are 
projects of all scales in the pipeline, 
bringing in a lot of customers IT 
systems and equipment  into the 
centre, requesting both dedicated 
and seat hosting.

“I believe both Opin Kerfi and 
Iceland have a huge competitive 
advantage based on the resources 
we have access to. We have a very 
agile company with a really deep 
skill-set and a brilliant network 
of partners and vendors. The 
next chapter in our history will be 
challenging, but very enjoyable.”
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Industry:  
IT

Founded:  
1985

Headquarters: 
Reykjavik, Iceland

Key PeoPle/tItles: 
Gunnar Gudjonsson - CEO

Products:  
IT service and equipment provider

revenue:  
US$38m

emPloyees: 
105

WebsIte: 
www.ok.is/index.php/en/ 

Visit us online:

System engineers at the break and fix repair center
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Hofdabakki 9, 110 Reykjavik  
Iceland

Tel: +354 570 1000
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