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L
AST YEAR, CLEAR VIEW BAG celebrated its 
50th Anniversary, no small feat for a family run 
business. Based in Albany, NY, the company 
manufactures and distributes polyethylene, 

polypropylene, hi-density and other packaging 
products.  

Currently run by brothers Trent and Todd Romer, 
the company has been a family affair since its 
inception in 1961. The Romer brothers’ grandfather 
Donald Strevell opened the business in the back of 

his barn in 1961.  Donald crafted custom boxes and 
decorative bows to start and then expanded into 
making cellophane bags.   His son-in-law Bill Romer 
(Todd and Trent’s dad) joined Donald in the early 
1960’s and together they began to grow the business. 

“A company being 50 years old can evoke two 
thoughts,” says Vice President of Sales Trent, “that 
[the owners] have been doing this a long time and 
know what they’re doing, which is a good thing, and 
also that maybe [the owners] may be too old to know 
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what is going on today. Your age could work against 
you if you don’t innovate. We will never rest on our 
laurels.”

The Romer brothers have taken nothing for 
granted in terms of growing and adapting to meet 
current trends and demands. Todd and Trent grew 
up working at Clear View Bag throughout high 
school and college, deciding after graduation to 
join the business full time and eventually taking 
over ownership in 2005 from their father.  Working 
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from the ground up in the company, they know the 
intricacies of the packaging business, and they know 
how to adapt practices to customize orders. 

Today, Clear View produces plastic bags and 
roll stock and does custom printing for a variety 
of industries. Clear View manufactures everything 
from “clean bags” for medical use, wicketted bags 
and zip-locking bags for the food industry to die cut 
handle bags for the retail industry.  Customizing 
a project per customer request is what Clear View 
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does. The company became increasingly focused on 
customizable jobs beginning in 2000, purchasing 
a six-color press to expand the outfit’s printing 
capabilities in response to customer demand.  Since 
then, two more 8 color presses have been added.

Clear View counts loyal, capable employees among 
its strengths. Having had more than 20 family 
members work for the company over the years, 

Trent says Clear View 
was spoiled with the 
availability of loyal 
employees. With a larger 
staff, Trent and Todd 
still keep family values 
when looking for new 
employees.

“What we have 
learned is the quality of 
the individual is more 
important than the 

experience they may have,” Trent says.  “Someone 
may have experience in printing or manufacturing, 
but people that come with a passion, a willingness 
to work and train far outweighs someone with 
experience.”

The company is highly aware of its carbon footprint 
and impact on the environment, implementing 
recycling programs that have reduced waste by 40 
percent. Also, Clear View owns three water-based 
presses which offer an environmentally friendly 
printing option than solvent presses.   Solvent-
based inks emit volatile organic chemicals into the 

 WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED IS 
THE QUALITY OF THE PERSON, THE 

QUALITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL, IS MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN EXPERIENCE 
OWNER, VP OF SALES TRENT ROMER

Printing
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air.  Additionally, the new presses increase printing 
capacity, leading to shorter lead times and more 
efficiency, although the presses do require some 
special attention.

“Going to water-based presses is a big deal,” Trent 
says. “We made a commitment to them four or five 
years ago. The reason people don’t use them is it’s 
harder: harder to get vibrancy of color, harder for 
clean up. Our internal people have learned the new 
presses and new technology of inks to produce high 
quality prints.”

The brothers have shared responsibility in the 
business. Todd works in the operation and human 
resources realm of the plant and Trent works with 
service and sales. The brothers run Clear View Bag 
in the same fashion as their father and grandfather, 
living by the words found on Donald’s first business 
card in 1961:   “When it is so easy to be nice, and so 
nice to be liked, who can afford not to be both?”

Obviously focused on building relationships with Various examples of bags produced for customers
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customers and partners alike, Clear View Bag will take extra steps to make an 
order fit a customer’s every request. They will fill low-quantity orders – what 
Trent calls their “niche” – that many printing and bag-manufacturing operations 
will not.  Their niche volumes range in the 
1,000 to 200,000 piece range. The in-house 
art department customizes art and plates, 
saving money that would otherwise be lost 
to an outsourced company. Clear View has 
make-and-hold options at its own Albany, 
NY, warehouse, allowing high-volume 
orders to be paid for and released over 
time. The company offers a variety of other 
customizable options, including rush order 
accommodation, volume pricing and quick 
response times, all of which are in the name 
of customer satisfaction.

With the ability to adapt in the way Clear View has over the past 50 years, the 
future for the company looks bright. Innovative thinking and placing value in 
people have helped the Romer brothers enjoy steady growth and pride in their 
family’s rich history in the industry.

Examples of bags produced for customers
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