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THE EARLY YEARS 



        What Does the Research Tell Us? 

Children need exposure to high-quality language and literacy 

in their homes and learning environments in order to be 

prepared for reading instruction in the early grades.                                                                                                     
(Starting out Right National Research Council, 1999) 

 



    What Does the Research Tell Us for 

English Learners? 

    “...in most families, children are first 
introduced to language and literacy in the 
home language, and those experiences 
provide an important foundation for 
success in learning literacy in English.” 

                                                                                                  California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 1, CDE Press, 2008, p. 103. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

4 



Language and Emergent Literacy Skills 

5 

                           Oral Language 

    

                  Print Knowledge 

 

Phonological Awareness 

 
 

    Adapted from Lonigan,C. Early Literacy Development: Foundations and Interrelations. LAUSD. May, 2008. 

 



Oral Language Development 

Teachers provide children with verbal 

input all the time… 

What are the many ways that can look 

and sound?    



Oral Language Opportunities … 

• Rich and interesting activities and materials  

      to promote conversations and discussion 

• Provide and allow time for children to initiate 

conversations 

• Engage children in back and forth conversations 

 

“Children’s language abilities are enhanced as the quality of conversation and the amount of one-on-one or 

small group interactions with children increase.” (National Research Council, 2010.) 

 

•  Provide interest areas that stimulate social 

   interactions 

•  Ask open ended questions  

•  Encourage children to retell stories and describe       

   events in their lives 



Is it Developmentally Appropriate?  

• Active:  Bodies in Motion 
 

• Concrete Thinkers : Real/Relevant 
 

• Predictable: Repetition and Routine 
 

• Play-Based: to Make Sense of the World 
 

• Drive towards Mastery  



What Does it Look Like? 
What does it Sound Like? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How were these developmental themes addressed? 
How do you address these themes in your activities? 

• Active 
 

• Real/Relevant 
 

• Repetition, Predictability and Routine 
 

• Play  
 

• Mastery  

 
 

 



Reflect and Share 



Personalizing Instruction 

          Personalized 
        Oral 
        Language(s) 
        Learning 



Personalizing Instruction 
How do we get there? 

• Family Languages and Interests 

 

 

• Environmental Supports 

 

 

• Instructional Supports 

 

 



             Family Languages and Interests 
               Building the Home/School Connection… 

• Family Languages and Interests Interview 

 

• Home Language Maintenance and Support 

 

• Family Engagement 

 

• Parent/Family Workshops 

 



Environmental Supports… 
Visually engaging and interactive… 



Environmental Supports… 
Facilitate rich conversations 



Environmental Supports… 
Provide visual information 



Environmental Supports… 
Provide spaces for independent learning 



Environmental Supports… 
Promote small group interactions 



Environmental Supports… 
Value and Support Home Language 



 

 Instructional Supports 
 
  

• Anchor Text 

 

• Intentional Message   We are going to observe and build a structure.     

 

• Songs and Chants 

 

• Gestures/Visual Cues 

 

 



Anchor Books  
Selected to Enhance Vocabulary Development 

    

Literature selections read repetitively foster 

vocabulary and concept development through 

interactive conversations 

 



Creating an Intentional Message  
Enhances Vocabulary Development 

Embedded with content vocabulary, this written 
message sets the purpose of each lesson 

 

    Today, we are going to observe and build a structure.     



Using Songs/Chants   
Enhance Vocabulary Development 

Academic and content vocabulary are woven into 
familiar songs and chants to encourage repetition  

Build a structure very tall 
Build it strong so it won’t fall 

Build it strong right at the base 
Add more blocks 

It needs more space. 
Build a structure very tall 

Build it strong so it won’t fall! 
 

Sung to the “ABC” song 
 

If you think you can build it then 
you can! 

What a structure! 
If you think you can build it 

then you can! 
What a structure! 

You can stack the blocks up high 
It will almost touch the sky 
If you think you can build it  

Then you can! 
What a structure!  

Sung to “If you’re happy and you know it” 



Using Visual Cues/Gestures  
 Enhances Vocabulary Development 

 
Physical movements and signals are repeated as 
specific content vocabulary is introduced to imprint   
meaning.  

 



Strategic Planning…. 

      Where do we begin? 

 

    



Ask Questions in Your Planning  

 

• Purpose 

 

• Outcomes 

 

• Engagement 

 

• Grouping 



Use Your Tools! 



Purposeful Planning… 

• Choose your ‘Big Idea’ 

• Develop a system 

• Be reflective! 
 



Planning for  Experiential Opportunities 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Anchor Text 

Key Vocabulary: 
Gestures 
Signals 
Songs 
Chants 
Visual Cues 

Transitions: 
Movement 
Music 
Songs 
Chants 
Patterns 

Center-based 
Learning: 
Dramatic Play 
Art 
Construction 
Discovery 
Puzzles/Games 
Manipulatives 

Home/School 
Connection: 



Let’s Try it Out! 

Work in your groups: 

• Use the anchor text  

• Skim and scan 

• Select key words 

• Use the planning grid to help you  

 

WORK TOGETHER!!!! 



Reflect and Share 



Other tools and resources… 

       

      Use what works for you! 



 
 
Big Idea: Relationships        
    
Unit of Study: My World 
 

Theme: Off to School 
       
Anchor Text:  The Kissing Hand  by Audrey Penn      
  
Project Based Activity:  Create a class book using connections from the story and personal experience. 

Domain Goal/Foundation/Standard Exploring 

  
Building Applying 

English Language 
Development 

Social-Emotional 
Development 

Language & 
Literacy 

Mathematics 

Social Studies 

Science 

Art 

Physical 
Development 

                  KEY VOCABULARY 
raccoon tickled           thoughtful 
nuzzled teased warmth 
kissing gently secret 
scampered  strange 



Domain Goal/Foundation/Standard Exploring 

  
Building Applying 

Language & 
Literacy 

Writing Strategies: 
1.2 Writes letter or letter-like 
shapes to represent words or 
ideas. 
1. Use a combination of 
drawing, dictating, and writing 
to compose opinion pieces in 
which they tell a reader the 
topic or the name of the book 
they are writing about and state 
an opinion or preference about 
the topic or book (e.g., My 
favorite book is . . .) 
Emergent Writing: *DRDP-SR 
Child shows increasing ability to 
write using scribbles, symbols, 
letters, and words to represent 
meaning 

Activity: 
 

Activity: Activity: 

Big Idea: Relationships         
Unit of Study: My World 
Theme: Off to School        
       
Anchor Text:  The Kissing Hand  by Audrey Penn        
Project Based Activity:  Create a class book using connections from the story and personal experience. 

                                   KEY VOCABULARY 
  raccoon tickled           thoughtful 
  nuzzled teased warmth 
  kissing gently secret 
      



Domain Goal/Foundation/Standard Exploring 

  
Building Applying 

Language & 
Literacy 

Writing Strategies: 
1.2 Writes letter or letter-like 
shapes to represent words or 
ideas. 
1. Use a combination of 
drawing, dictating, and writing 
to compose opinion pieces in 
which they tell a reader the 
topic or the name of the book 
they are writing about and 
state an opinion or preference 
about the topic or book (e.g., 
My favorite book is . . .) 
Emergent Writing: *DRDP-SR 
Child shows increasing ability 
to write using scribbles, 
symbols, letters, and words to 
represent meaning 

Activity: 
• Text: Interactive dialogue through 

the text about “Text Features”: 
• Words make meaning 
• Pictures match words 
• (Write the work “kiss” on the board. 

(“When we see the word k-i-s-s, 
what does that mean? What clues do 
we get from the story?”)  

• Activity: Create your page for the 
class book: 

• discuss/show the  various ways that 
children record their thinking about 
their activity (i.e. drawing, scribbling, 
letters, words) 

• have pens, pencils, markers, crayons 
out for students to write/draw about 
their favorite part/personal 
connection. 

• support students writing/drawing 
process by providing ideas from the 
text and from their experiences 

• acknowledge their process 

Activity: Activity: 

                  KEY VOCABULARY 
raccoon tickled           thoughtful 
nuzzled teased warmth 
kissing gently secret 
scampered  strange 

Big Idea: Relationships         
Unit of Study: My World 
Theme: Off to School        
       
Anchor Text:  The Kissing Hand  by Audrey Penn       
Project Based Activity:  Create a class book using connections from the story and from 
personal experience 



Domain Goal/Foundation/Standard Exploring 

  
Building Applying 

Language & 
Literacy 

Writing Strategies: 
1.2 Writes letter or letter-like 
shapes to represent words or 
ideas. 
1. Use a combination of 
drawing, dictating, and writing 
to compose opinion pieces in 
which they tell a reader the 
topic or the name of the book 
they are writing about and 
state an opinion or preference 
about the topic or book (e.g., 
My favorite book is . . .) 
Emergent Writing: *DRDP-SR 
Child shows increasing ability 
to write using scribbles, 
symbols, letters, and words to 
represent meaning 

Text: Interactive dialogue through the 
text about “Text Features”: 
• words make meaning 
• pictures match words 
Write the work “kiss” on the board. 
(“When we see the word k-i-s-s, what 
does that mean? What clues do we get 
from the story?”)  
Activity: Create your page for the class 
book: 
• discuss/show the  various ways that 

children record their thinking about 
their activity (i.e. drawing, scribbling, 
letters, words) 

• have pens, pencils, markers, crayons 
out for students to write/draw about 
their favorite part/personal 
connection. 

• support students writing/drawing 
process by providing ideas from the 
text and from their experiences 

• acknowledge their process 

Text: Interactive dialogue 
through the text around 
“Text Features”: 
• pre-selected vocabulary  
• co-construct chart 

around words in text 
• Labeling and describing 
Activity: Create your page 
fro the class book: 
• encourage and support 
students to label the 
elements of their scene 
(use charts, picture/word 
cards, word wall) 
• support the writing 
process by highlighting 
places in the room or in the 
book they might find a 
word 
• acknowledge their 

process 

Activity: 

                  KEY VOCABULARY 
raccoon tickled           thoughtful 
nuzzled teased warmth 
kissing gently secret 
scampered  strange 

Big Idea: Relationships         
Unit of Study: My World 
Theme: Off to School        
       
Anchor Text:  The Kissing Hand  by Audrey Penn       
Project Based Activity:  Create a class book using connections from the story and from 
personal experience 



Tips to Consider in Planning 

Bring out the guides!  

Organize & integrate curricula around Big Ideas, units of 
study or themes  

Select anchor texts and key vocabulary to support the Big 
Ideas 

Find opportunities to engage all learners through direct 
instruction, project-based, and center-based activities 

An integrated plan includes development of  physical, 
social, and cognitive domains and also includes multiple 
standards 

A comprehensive instructional plan leads to a rich lesson 
plan 





BABY STEPS! 

Consider your next steps: 

1. What will you try? 

2. How will you get organized? 

3. What are some short-term/long-term goals 
you have around language and literacy 
instruction? 

4. What support do you need? 

 

 



Keep up the Good Work! 

 

 

 

Far and away the best prize that life 
has to offer is the chance to work 

hard at work worth doing. 
Theodore Roosevelt 

 


