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Comment on Sanctity of Life Sunday 
I. Introduction 

A. Israel has been conquered by the Babylonians, whose king is Nebuchadnezzar. 
B. Daniel, his friends and many other Jewish young men have been taken to 

Babylon to have their culture, identity and beliefs stripped away, to be 
replaced with Babylonian culture, identity and beliefs. 

C. But for Daniel, these attempts fail because he won’t forget:  
1. Where he’s from.  
2. What he believes and  
3. Who he is and WHOSE he is. 

D. Daniel, trusting God, has picked his battles wisely and as a stranger in Babylon 
has, by God’s direction, resisted dishonoring his God with great wisdom and 
discernment: ”I will learn the culture, I’ll even let you call me by a different 
name, but I WILL NOT pledge dependence on and loyalty to King Neb. by 
eating the food from his table." 

E. And this resistance, done with great discernment and respect gains Daniel and 
his friends high standing in the eyes of the Babylonian leadership. 

F. As things are looking up for Daniel and his friends, there’s a twist in the story: 
II. THE SITUATION 
1 In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; 
his spirit was troubled, and his sleep left him. 2 Then the king commanded that the 
magicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans be summoned to tell the 
king his dreams. (Daniel 2:1-2) 

A. Babylon was a very religious and superstitious culture 
1. So the king’s most trusted advisors were not the typical government and 

military advisors you’d find in a modern government. 
2. They were philosophers and religious experts and practitioners of the 

magic arts, mainly dream interpretation. 
3. The King, believing as all Babylonians did that dreams were omens of 

actual future events, consults some of these advisors, hoping to settle his 
mind and find some peace. 

So they (the magicians) came in and stood before the king. 3 And the king said to 
them, “I had a dream, and my spirit is troubled to know the dream.” 4 Then the 
Chaldeans said to the king in Aramaic, [From this point through Daniel 7 text is written 
in Aramaic, the dominant language of that day. Daniel is saying “Listen up! This 



message isn’t just for the people of Israel! It concerns all earthly kingdoms!”]  “O king, 
live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will show the 
interpretation.” [reasonable request!] 5 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, 
“The word from me is firm: if you do not make known to me the dream and its 
interpretation, you shall be torn limb from limb, and your houses shall be laid in ruins. 
6 But if you show the dream and its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts and 
rewards and great honor. Therefore show me the dream and its interpretation.” 7 They 
answered a second time and said, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we 
will show its interpretation.” 8 The king answered and said, “I know with certainty that 
you are trying to gain time, because you see that the word from me is firm— 9 if you 
do not make the dream known to me, there is but one sentence for you. You have 
agreed to speak lying and corrupt words before me till the times change. Therefore 
tell me the dream, and I shall know that you can show me its interpretation.” (Daniel 
2:2b-9) 

B. I don't think, as some do, that Neb had forgotten his dream. I think Neb knows 
his dream but has such a strong sense of its importance, that he wants 
assurances that the interpretation he gets will be true. 
1. “If you can't get into my mind to tell me what the dream was, how can I trust 

you to get into my mind to tell me what the dream means?" 
2. But the magicians are at a complete loss.  Their whole art of dream 

divination was based on consulting volumes and volumes of dream 
interpretation books. They would be told a dream, then consult their dream 
manuals to interpret the meaning. 

3. But no one had ever asked them to first discern the contents of a dream 
without being told. 

10 The Chaldeans answered the king and said, “There is not a man on Earth who can 
meet the king's demand, for no great and powerful king has asked such a thing of any 
magician or enchanter or Chaldean. 11 The thing that the king asks is difficult, and no 
one can show it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.” (Daniel 
2:10-11) 

C. Here, Daniel sets up such a contrast between the false gods of the world and 
the true God of Heaven. 
1. False gods are powerless and distant 
2. Yahweh, the true God, is powerful, close, involved in the affairs of men 

12 Because of this the king was angry and very furious, and commanded that all the 
wise men of Babylon be destroyed. 13 So the decree went out, and the wise men 
were about to be killed; and they sought Daniel and his companions, to kill them. 



III. GOD LEVERAGES HISTORY FOR OUR INFLUENCE 
A. Because of God's direct interference in the affairs of king Neb, Daniel is being 

set up for a landslide of influence.  
1. And this path to influence wasn't some rosy path. 
2. Neb's reaction to God's work was extreme, violent and barbaric. 

B. We look at what's happening in our world and say "There's so much 
opposition! All is lost!" 
1. And God is in Heaven, with His slain and resurrected Son sitting at His right 

hand and He's saying, "Who do you think I am? Opposition is NOT the 
enemy—faithlessness is!" 

2. So often what looks like a downward spiral is actually God leveraging 
history on our behalf! 

C. All of the people we look to as heroes of the faith WEREN'T BORN HEROES. 
They were just people who believed that God was Who He said He was 

D. Maybe God will revive our culture and maybe He won't, but here's what I do 
know: God will build His Kingdom in it and through it no matter what. 

14 Then Daniel replied with prudence and discretion to Arioch, the captain of the 
king's guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon. 15 He declared to 
Arioch, the king's captain, “Why is the decree of the king so urgent?” Then Arioch 
made the matter known to Daniel. 16 And Daniel went in and requested the king to 
appoint him a time, that he might show the interpretation to the king. (Daniel 2:14-16) 

E. Notice that Daniel asks for an appointment with the King BEFORE he’s even 
received the interpretation of the dream from God.  
1. This is ridiculous trust and surrender. 
2. WITH NO GUARANTEES OF THE OUTCOME 

17 Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter known to Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah, his companions, 18 and told them to seek mercy from the God of 
heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his companions might not be 
destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 Then the mystery was revealed 
to Daniel in a vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed the God of Heaven. 20 Daniel 
answered and said: “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, to whom belong 
wisdom and might. 21 He changes times and seasons; He removes kings and sets up 
kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have 
understanding; 22 He reveals deep and hidden things; He knows what is in the 
darkness, and the light dwells with him. 23 To you, O God of my fathers, I give thanks 
and praise, for You have given me wisdom and might, and have now made known to 



me what we asked of You, for You have made known to us the king's matter.” (Daniel 
2:17-23) 

F. Daniel and his friends’ flinch reaction was to plead to God. 
1. Complete dependence and trust—this is the very core of walking in humility 
2. Peace will never come from you being in control.  

a. True peace comes from the bedrock reality of God's sovereignty. 
b. And like Daniel, God's power and control should not spark rebellion, 

but worship. 
24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the 
wise men of Babylon. He went and said thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise men of 
Babylon; bring me in before the king, and I will show the king the interpretation.” 
25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste and said thus to him: “I 
have found among the exiles from Judah a man who will make known to the king the 
interpretation.” [Arioch takes total credit for finding the answer to the King’s dream.] 
26 The king declared to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make 
known to me the dream that I have seen and its interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered 
the king and said, “No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or astrologers can show to 
the king the mystery that the king has asked, 28 but there is a God in Heaven Who 
reveals mysteries, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in 
the latter days. Your dream and the visions of your head as you lay in bed are these: 
29 To you, O king, as you lay in bed came thoughts of what would be after this, and 
He who reveals mysteries made known to you what is to be. 30 But as for me, this 
mystery has been revealed to me, not because of any wisdom that I have more than 
all the living, but in order that the interpretation may be made known to the king, and 
that you may know the thoughts of your mind. [Unlike Arioch, Daniel rejects credit for 
his answer to the king and gives full recognition to God] (Daniel 2:24-30) 

IV. OUR INFLUENCE ISN'T FOR US 
A. Our influence exists to display the love and power of God 

1. God gave influence to Daniel, … 
2. … but Daniel gave credit to God. 

B. YOU ARE NOT THE HERO OF YOUR STORY. 
1. Humble yourself and know your place. 
2. It is humility before God and faith in His provision that gives us the wisdom 

to have God-exalting influence in the world. 
3. Humility is the air that wisdom breathes. And wisdom is a rare treasure that 

this world is so hungry for. 

V. THE DREAM 



31 “You saw, O king, and behold, a great image. This image, mighty and of exceeding 
brightness, stood before you, and its appearance was frightening. 32 The head of this 
image was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its middle and thighs of bronze, 
33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 As you looked, a stone 
was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and 
broke them in pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, 
all together were broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer 
threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, so that not a trace of them could be 
found. But the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the 
whole Earth. (Daniel 2:31-35) 

A. Some observations before the interpretation 
1. The description is from head, down to the toes. This denotes a downward, 

declining progression in history. 
2. The materials decrease in value and purity yet increase in strength and 

durability. 
3. The very nature of a statue is that it is man-made 
4. The very nature of a mountain/rock is that it is God-made. 
5. Big picture, this dream is about a man-made, downward spiral of history 

that will come to a devastating God-made end. 
6. So what is the specific meaning of this dream? 

36 “This was the dream. Now we will tell the king its interpretation. 37 You, O king, 
the king of kings, to whom the God of Heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and 
the might, and the glory, 38 and into whose hand He has given, wherever they dwell, 
the children of man, the beasts of the field, and the birds of the heavens, making you 
rule over them all—you are the head of gold. 39 Another kingdom inferior to you shall 
arise after you, and yet a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the Earth. 
40 And there shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, because iron breaks to pieces 
and shatters all things. And like iron that crushes, it shall break and crush all these. 
41 And as you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, it shall 
be a divided kingdom, but some of the firmness of iron shall be in it, just as you saw 
iron mixed with the soft clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were partly iron and partly 
clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly brittle. 43 As you saw the iron 
mixed with soft clay, so they will mix with one another in marriage, but they will not 
hold together, just as iron does not mix with clay. 44 And in the days of those kings 
[which kings? The 4th Kingdom of Iron and Clay] the God of Heaven will set up a 
Kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the Kingdom be left to another 
people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it 
shall stand forever, 45 just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no 
human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and 



the gold. A great God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The dream 
is certain, and its interpretation sure.” 

B. The Specifics:  If we look at Daniel’s words objectively, we see a progression of 
world-kingdoms, one right after the other, the fourth of which God will 
intersect in a dramatic way. 
A. Gold: Daniel specifically says that Neb/Babylon is the head of Gold. 
B. Silver: probably the Medo-Persian empire, which overtook Babylon 
C. Bronze: probably the Greek empire, which overtook Medo-Persian 
D. Iron, which devolves into Iron mixed with clay: probably the Roman empire. 

1. Some have interpreted the feet of iron/clay as a 5th, end times kingdom, 
but I’m not sure that holds up to the text we’re actually reading. 

2. Historically, each of these kingdoms after Babylon DECREASED in 
stability and unity, but INCREASED in longevity and reach of power. 

C. Focal point of this prophetic progression:  
1. It is during this 4th Kingdom of Iron that Daniel prophesies a dramatic 

collision between the Kingdom of God and the kingdoms of man. 
2. A humble rock will intersect human history during this reign of iron and will 

become a mountain that pulverizes all other kingdoms forever. 
D. Jesus Christ was born under the crushing, iron-fisted rule of the Roman 

Empire. 
1. And it is His death and resurrection, at the hands of this kingdom of iron, 

that inaugurated a Kingdom of Saints that will never end. 
2. This rock, this King to end all kings, is JESUS! 

VI. JESUS IS THE FACE OF OUR INFLUENCE 
A. Our message and hope isn't a faceless, better future. 
B. Our message and hope isn't a regimen of self-help strategies from within. 
C. Our message and hope IS a person, a King who has collided with actual history 

to suffer and die: King Jesus. 
1. He will break brokenness, kill death, destroy destruction and swallow 

every sorrow. (Timothy Keller) 
2. It will get worse. But evil is on death row. Its reign WILL END. 
3. But Jesus' Kingdom stands forever! 

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face and paid homage to Daniel, and 
commanded that an offering and incense be offered up to him. 47 The king answered 
and said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is God of gods and Lord of kings, and a revealer 
of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this mystery.” 48 Then the king gave 
Daniel high honors and many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province 



of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon. 49 Daniel made a 
request of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over the 
affairs of the province of Babylon. But Daniel remained at the king's court. 

D. Through all the hardship and opposition and hopelessness of Daniel's 
situation, God gives even MORE influence to Daniel. 
1. Because Daniel humbled himself and believed that God is Who He says He 

is 
2. It is to the humbled, surrendered heart that God will give the wisdom to 

influence kingdoms.


