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I. Introduction 
 A.   Influential strangers 
  1.   Stranger: a resident alien; one in the house of another; one who does not 

belong; not privy to authority 
**A stranger is typically someone who is an outsider with little to no influence. 
  2.   Influence: the capacity or power of a person to be a compelling force on 

the actions, behavior, or opinions of others. 
**oxymoron: jumbo shrimp, airline food, influential stranger 
 B.  Daniel 
  1.   The book of Daniel is the unusual story of how the combination of humility 

and obedience (surrender/trust) can result in world-shaping influence - 
even for a stranger in a foreign land. 

  2.   Daniel is about God's people becoming some of the most influential agents 
of righteousness while strangers in a pagan land. 

   a.   National Geographic 
    1)  Most influential in history - ANE 
    2)  Nebuchadnezzar, Darius, Cyrus 
   b.   Daniel and Co. were the influential strangers in the lives of some of the 

most powerful pagan rulers in history. 
**In Western culture, Christians are becoming strangers more and more. We are in a 
post-Christian, post-truth lawless culture. Our response as Christians is to either try 
and force our way in and take over (return to the past) or we give up and take shelter 
inside our walls (wait it out for the future return of Christ). God directs history through 
His people who are humble and obedient. If we are willing to do His justice, love 
mercy, and walk humbly, He will make us influential strangers as well. 
*Are you willing to humble yourself (walk humbly) so that God can use you as an 
instrument of justice and mercy? This requires biblical obedience (submission and 
trust). 
II. The world's plan and God's sovereignty (Daniel 1:1-7) 
 A.   Destroy our heritage (verse 1) 
  1.   Babylon besieged Jerusalem and conquered it. 
  2.   First step: forget where you're from 
   a.   Remembering where we're from is an essential key in remembering who 

we are - evolution. 
   b.   The Bible tells us repeatedly to remember that we are not of this world; 

this world is not our home; that our citizenship is in Heaven with Christ. 



 B.   Deconstruct our faith (verse 2) 
  1.   Babylon brought Judah and placed her under a false god. 
  2.   Second step: forget what you believe 
   a.   Knowing what we believe and why will empower us to stand in the face 

of the most ruthless attacks. 
   b.   Daniel and Co. were so secure in their knowledge/intimacy with    

YHWH that they were able to study the literature objectively without 
underestimating their faith (university system). 

**This is what we are called to do. It is important for us to understand the cultural 
presuppositions of those around us if we are to be witnesses for God in this present 
world. 
 C.   Reconstruct our values (verses 3-5) 
  1.   Babylon decreed them to learn its science, math, Akkadian, astrology,   

 commerce, and history; and fed them the best food from the king's table. 
  2.   Third step: Give us new beliefs 
   a.   When something is taken away it must always be replaced with 

something else. 
   b.   Some examples: 
    - truth with relativism 
    - patience with instant gratification  
    - generosity/gratitude with entitlement 
    - holiness with selfish pleasure 
**There are values that Christians hold that are actually unbiblical. They just don't 
realize that the world has replaced Jesus’ values with theirs and they call them good. 
 D.   Undermine our identity (verses 6-7) 
  1.   Babylon gave them new names. 
  2.   Fourth step: Forget who and whose we are 
   a.   Identity 
    1)  Are you created in God's image and deeply loved by Him? 
    2)  Are you a chance happening defined by what you do or what's been 

done to you? 
   b.   When we forget who we are then we can no longer accomplish what we 

are called to do. 

A Modernized Story: Romania, 1940s 
 How did a freedom-loving people become subjugated by a totalitarian communist 
 regime for 40 years? 
 - Force, secret police, etc. - yes, but ... 
 - One primary way: the revision of all Romanian history books (respected      
        historians told to revise or die; other brought up in communism) 



 - Same characters but different ideals 
 - Communism was the fulfillment of all Romania's dreams since it began and it    
        had finally arrived! 
**If you rewrite the story, you can rewire the people. Please don't see this as 
Americans, see this as Christians. 

III. What this means for us 
 A.   Battle between the world and God will continue until the return of Jesus 
  1.  Dual design 
   a.   Everything has an evil design to make you believe you are something 

you are not. 
   b.   Everything also has a God design to transform you into who He created 

you to be in Christ. 
  2.  We are called to be secure in ... 
   a.   Where we're from: God’s heart 
   b.   What we believe: God’s Word 
   c.   Who we are: God’s deeply loved creatures meant for sonship 
**Not exit the world but enter in with humility and obedience so that we can influence 
greatly 
 B.   God is sovereign  
  1.   Verse 2: And the Lord gave ... 
  2.   Reality: 
   a.   Our horizontal view of history must be coupled with a vertical one. 
   b.   God is over all that happens to His people and He can be trusted even 

in disaster. 

Today ... 
 Do you know where you're from? 
 Do you know what you believe? 
 Do you know who you are? 

Truth ... 
 You are from God, created in His image and loved by Him. 
 Your past is redeemed, your future is secure, and your present is to live in the   

knowledge of Christ. 
 You have the power of the Holy Spirit inside. 
 


