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I. Introduction 
 A.   Influential Strangers 
  1.   God directs history through His people who are humble and obedient. 
  2.   The depth of our influence is not dependent on the condition of the    

culture. 
  3.  The World: Satan, sin, sickness, struggles, sinners; it's all those things we 

encounter that refuse to surrender to God.   
 B.   Strangers are often assimilated into the land which they live. Often, we don’t 

think we have a choice or make poor choices. In Daniel 1, God gives us an 
example of how we can live to become influential strangers while remaining  
faithful to God alone. 

II. The believers guide to discerning resistance (and how to avoid foolish rebellion) 
 A.   "But Daniel resolved ..." (verse 8a) 
  1.   Babylon's goal: Assimilation 
   a.   For three years, the best of everything 
   b.   Food, knowledge, culture, history, language, religion, and changed 

names 
   c.   Intent: to cause Israel to forget who they were and believe a false story 

about themselves. 
*This is what sin does—it is the original identity thief. 
  2.   The truth about us 
   a.   The world can change our culture but not our character. 
   b.   The world can change our names but not our nature. 
   c.   The world cannot change our hearts unless we desire that change. 
*Warning: "That friend/university/job/music/television show/etc. changed my friend.  
They used to be so in love with Jesus." 
-Human beings are not changed from the outside. The outside is simply a reflection of 
the heart. 
-When I change it's because I choose that change; I want it. 
  3.   Daniel resolved 
   a.   Daniel didn’t say ... 
    1)  "Well, we're already captive ..." 
    2)  "What difference does it make?" 
    3)  "I need to comply to gain influence." 
    4)  "We'll obey outwardly but keep our faith private." 
    5)  "Nebuchadnezzar is not my king." 



   b.   Daniel did ... 
    1)  accept the re-education without complaint 
    2)  accept his new name ... "What? Who?" 
    3)  protest and offer a better food plan that met the king’s requirements 

and kept Daniel blameless before God 
*In today's Christianity, Daniel would have been targeted as someone who is not truly 
defending the faith and is watering down the Gospel and is compromising his faith.  
There would be blogs and articles galore talking about how Daniel is a self-
preserving coward or heretic.   
 B.   Discerning Resistance (verses 8b-16) 
  1.   Why food and drink? 
   a.   Offered to idols? NT grid over OT; all food in Babylon was offered          

to idols 
   b.   Leviticus food laws? Maybe but doesn't explain the wine and           

kosher items 
   c.   Loyalty and dependence 
    1)  Sharing a meal (from the king's table) = commit oneself to 

friendship; covenant significance; mark of loyalty 
    2)  It appears that Daniel was rejecting the symbol of dependence on 

the king because he was wholly dependent on God. 
*Not as much a ritual defilement as a spiritual defilement 
  2.   Discerning resistance vs foolish rebellion. Discerning Resistance is.. 
   a.  Respectful (verse 8 "asked"; verses 12-13)    
   b.  Intentional (chose the hill to take a stand wisely) 
   c. Surrendered (recognized the necessary work of God in the situation, 

obeyed and let go) 
   d. Accepting God-honoring consequences graciously  
*If the stands we take in our culture are not characterized by discerning resistance, 
then we forfeit our witness and dishonor God in the process no matter what the 
outcome. Anything short of this is foolish rebellion. 
**"But this makes me so angry." 
 -It's ok to be angry about what goes on in the world. Anger tells us that something 

is wrong. 
 -Divided into sad and angry. 
 -Anger is a signal we are in danger of losing something that matters to us. Anger  

warns us what needs protecting. The key to righteous anger is to determine   
when that something matters to God as well.   

 -Let anger have a voice but do not give it a vote. Anger has no allegiance to God. 
 -This is why we must set our anger and sadness up against the backdrop of   

discerning resistance. 



 C.  God's stamp of approval (verses 17-21) 
  1.   God responded to Daniel’s discerning resistance with ... 
   a.  Granting him favor with the steward 
   b.  Granting heightened understanding and learning 
   c.   Granting skill and wisdom in supernatural areas 
*God rewarded the humble obedience of Daniel by elevating him 10 times above the 
"locals" and the "establishment." 
  2.   God's sovereignty is seen throughout this passage working in conjunction 

with Daniel's obedience (submission & trust). 
*This is how God chooses to work: Sovereignty + Our Obedience 
III. Challenge  
 A.   Discerning Resistance or foolish rebellion? 
  1.   Respectful or disrespectful 
  2.   Intentional or reactionary 
  3.   Surrendered or controlling 
  4.   Accepting or defying 
*When we respond to the world with foolish rebellion we tarnish the name and glory 
of God. 
 B.   Assignment 
  1.   Become a Daniel 
  2.   Begin with respectful, then work on the others.


