
 

 

The Veggie Tales Treatment January 29, 2017 
Series, “Influential Strangers” Director Kyle Belden 
Daniel 3 
 
Welcome 
 
Series Recap 
 
So far it’s been about Daniel, but today the spotlight moves to his crew.  
 
Describe the Veggie Tales Treatment 
 
Another way of thinking of it: 
 
Seeing something from a highway turn off vs. actually walking through it. 
 
There is something great about seeing it from an aerial view, but something much harder and 
much more satisfying about actually going down there in the thick of it. 
 
Chinquapin - Dinner with a view 
 
And I think we do that with stories like this we have heard many times in many different 
formats,  
 
So forget about flannelgraphs, forget the talking vegetables. Let’s look at this with new eyes, 
because I think there are some important things for us to see. 
 
As I looked at this passage with fresh eyes, I think God showed me a few characteristics in 
these men’s lives that are characteristics of these influential strangers we have been talking 
about recently. They are characteristics that need to be present in our lives if we are going to 
be influential for God’s Kingdom. 
 
Won’t be reading every verse, but we will get the gist of the story 
 
So let’s get into it. The chapter opens with Nebuchadnezzar having a philosophy swing. He 
does it often. 
 
He set up idol – Bel. 
He invited everyone. 
He made them worship. 
 
It was like the original Woodstock. 
 



 

 

 
The first characteristic of an influential person we see from these guys is 
 
Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego be brought. So they brought these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar 
answered and said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you 
do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? Now if you are 
ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every 
kind of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, well and good. But 
if you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And 
who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to 
answer you in this matter.” (Daniel 3:13-16) 
 
Influential people embrace the cost: 
 
 
They could have come up with all kinds of ways to justify their decision to worship this idol. 
 
Cost of following Jesus 
 
There will be a cost. It’s not a question of i f , but a question of when  and how . 
 
Jesus said, “Pick up your cross.” It wasn't figurative–it was a literal cost.  
 
And we see people throughout Scripture and history who were influential people embrace 
the cost of following Jesus, no matter what. 
 
See here, in America, we have been able to skate by without experiencing real cost. I’m not 
bagging on America, we have a ton of blessings, but one thing, in our comfort that we have 
missed out on I think, is that we somehow believe that following Jesus doesn't come with a 
cost.  
 
We have our life, and we would like to fit Jesus into it. 
 
But that’s not how it works. Other places in the world get this a little better than us I think.  
 
Myanmar - house church - singing loudly 
 
To be influential for God’s Kingdom, there will be cost. 
 
It might cost you your: 
freedom, 



 

 

rights  
money 
relationships 
emotional energy 
your very life 
 
But like Paul tells us in the New Testament, to live is Christ and to die is gain. We can count up 
the cost and without a shadow of a doubt know that it is worth it. 
 
When the opportunity comes to have influence in this world, have we counted the cost in our 
lives? And are we ready to embrace it without hesitation? These guys did, and it landed them 
in a bad situation. But they had no regrets, and spoke boldly and truthfully to the king. 
 
So they stand before the king, tell him what’s what, and continue on to say some of the most 
incredible and difficult words in all of Scripture in my opinion.  
 
If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, 
O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set 
up. (Daniel 3:17-18) 
 
Those are some of the most challenging words for me, but they are words I think that we 
must internalize and reconcile if we are going to be influential people for God’s Kingdom. 
 
Influential people internalize this statement: Even if he doesn’t … 
 
What happens, what is our reaction, when God doesn't seem to show up? When things don't 
play out the way we think they should? What is our response when we are faced with 
disappointment? Would we respond like these guys? 
 
I ask myself that question because Megan and I have been walking through this very thing.  
 
Noah 
It went as bad as it could possibly go in my opinion. Through my human heart and eyes, it 
seems like there isn't a shred of redemption in this story. And it feels like God left us hanging. 
In my finite human brain, it felt like we were being punished for doing what God asked us to, 
and it hurt, a lot.  
 
And on the heels of this experience, of him leaving, I prayed the first part of this statement 
these guys used a lot: “God, You are able, so do it. Why aren't You?” 
 
 



 

 

I think a lot of us hold very tightly to the outcomes of our circumstances. We know how we 
want things to pan out, and we almost feel like we can strong-arm God into thinking like us.  
 
“God, You’re able to do this. I’ve been faithful to You, so be faithful to me.” And if anything 
less than our desired outcome happens, it shakes our faith, it crumbles our hope, and it 
shows how little we actually trust God.  
 
I think there are many of us in here today that are walking through something similar. 
 
God, You are able to heal. 
God, You are able to mend. 
God, You are able to change my situation. 
 
But what if they aren't healed? 
What if your family is never put back together? 
What if your situation doesn't change? 
 
What will we say?  
 
It’s not easy, but I think to be people of influence in this world, for God’s Kingdom, we need 
to be willing to say the second, incredible difficult part of this phrase, people who aren’t 
scared off by the phrase, “even if He doesn’t.” 
 
That is the wrong statement. Here we see three men, about to die, every reason to believe 
that, yet they looked at the king, and had such faith in God, that they could say whatever 
comes, we trust God, He can do this, but even if He doesn't we will still trust Him. 
 
My mind goes to another instance, another man, Who knelt in a garden, pleading with His 
Father that if there was any way this could pass from Him, any way for this to be different, 
please, let’s do it that way, But Jesus modeled this for us, and said but not what I want, but 
what You want, God. I trust You. 
 
Could you imagine what could happen with a church of 1,000 people who internalized the 
statement “even if He doesn’t”? Who were willing to stand up for what they know to be true, 
willing to trust, even when things don't seem to be working out the way they had hoped. 
Willing to say, “Even if He doesn’t do it the way I want, I will trust Him. He's my dad, He's 
good, and He loves me, and that’s where my hope is.” Talk about influence, talk about 
surrender, talk about trust, here it is. 
 
 
And these words of incredible faith and trust make Nebuchadnezzar lose it. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, 
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out, and 
come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. And the 
satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king's counselors gathered together and 
saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men. The hair of their 
heads was not singed, their cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon 
them. Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, Who has sent His angel and delivered His servants, who trusted in Him, 
and set aside the king's command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and 
worship any god except their own God. Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, 
or language that speaks anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who 
is able to rescue in this way.”  Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego in the province of Babylon. (Daniel 26-30) 
 
And they lived happily ever after, everyone changed, and Babylon experienced a great 
revival and is remembered as a shining beacon of what God’s Kingdom should look like! That 
would be nice right? But if you the know the story of Daniel you know that’s not true. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar went nuts. 
In a few chapters the entire nation falls apart.  
 
And you could look at this story and think, did it even make a difference? 
 
I bring this up not to be a downer or depressing, but to illustrate this truth, that: 
 
Influential people (like these guys) know it’s not a one shot deal. 
 
See sometimes we think that to make real influence for God’s Kingdom we have to do some 
big dramatic thing for change to happen. 
 
Most of the time change doesn't come from one dramatic shot. 
 
This account shows a lot of guts and faithfulness on both the parts of these men and God, but 
it is just another step in them using the influence that God has given them. They were not 
special, they were just faithful, and they trusted Him.  
 
You probably won’t lead a country, you probably won’t have the ear of a nation or the planet, 
you probably won’t get a chance to influence someone of great power or authority, maybe, 
but for a lot of us it probably isn't going to happen. But each and every one of us has 
influence somewhere in our lives. In the big moments and the mundane ones.  



 

 

 
See the road toward this moment for Shaddrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and the road out 
of it were full of opportunities to be influences for God’s Kingdom. They probably weren't 
nearly as dramatic, but they were just as important and I feel no reason to suggest that they 
didn't make the most of every single one of them.  
 
Reality is, you probably won’t change everything, but you can be a part of change in 
someone. In your workplace, family, school, church even.  
 
Let’s not miss the opportunities God has already placed in front of us, because we are sitting 
around on our hands waiting for a more dramatic moment. Let’s be faithful in the small 
things, just like these guys were, and as Jesus said, when we are faithful in the small things, 
He will give us opportunity to be faithful in the larger things.  
 
 
I would like to invite the band back up, and we are going to sing together one more song this 
morning. 
 
And as we do that I would encourage us to consider where we are at with this? Have we 
counted the cost of following Jesus, and are we ready to embrace it, without hesitation? Are 
we willing to internalize the statement, “Even if He doesn’t, I will still trust Him”? When things 
don't seem to go my way, will I trust the God Who lives in me? And am I waiting around for 
my “moment”? Or am I using the influence that God has already blessed me with and put into 
my life?  
 
This is a great story, and You will hear it again, but today, as we walked through the harder 
truths found here, let’s let them change us and inspire us, drawing us into a closer 
relationship with Jesus.  
 
Let’s pray. 
 


