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I. Introduction
A.  Humility and obedience (surrender and trust) in the Christmas story participants

1.  Zechariah - obedience doesn't give up when it falls into unbelief
2.  Joseph - obedience is characterized by merciful love and active trust

B.  This week: Mary - and often we make one of two mistakes with her:
1. Magnify Mary (to the point of Jesus taking a back seat)
2.  Ignore Mary (and we fail to see what God intended to show us)

C.  A little bit about Mary
1.  Tribe of Judah; descendent of David; and a literal virgin
2.  Lived in Nazareth of Galilee

a.  People living in Galilee were considered not kosher because of their 
contact with Gentiles

b.  Nazareth: Fertile Crescent Monthly
3.  From last week

a.  Betrothed (contracted) to Joseph
b.  Candidate for a public divorce
c.  Her future husband was a really good guy.

II. The Narrative
A.   Angelic visit (Luke 1:26-27)

1.  Gabriel - same angel as visited Zechariah
2.  Gabriel was busy that Christmas 

a.  Old man; young woman
b.  A priest; descendant of David
c.  The temple; a common home
d.  Jerusalem; Nazareth
e.  Met with unbelief; met with belief

*No matter where you are or who you are, God sees you, He loves you, and plans to 
include you. Are you willing?

B.  Gabriel's message (Luke 1:28-33)
1.  O favored one, the Lord is with you!

a.  Encouraging greeting
b.  Mary's internal thoughts

1) Why would an angel visit me?
2) How am I highly favored?
3) How is God with me?

*Mary's internal response is one of humility and honesty. She didn't expect to ever see 
an angel and was concerned that she would be singled out - not an attitude of "It's 
about time I got noticed."

2.  Three parts to the message:
a.  You have been greatly graced by God
b.  You will bear a son - He will be fully human (verse 31)
c.  He will be great (verse 32)



1) Don't allow people or circumstances to limit your expectations of what 
God can do.

2) God tends to use the normal, even insignificant, to do great things.
d.  He will be the Son of the Most High (verse 32)

1) He will be fully divine.
2) He is a different kind of king - the promised eternal Messiah/King.

C.  Mary's response (verses 34-37)
1.  Asked for explanation because she didn't understand vs. Zechariah who 

demanded more evidence because the promise was impossible.
2.  Mary was confused and asked for help vs. Zechariah who was cynical and 

gave reasons why this wouldn't work.
*Gabriel helps Mary but does not offer irrefutable proof - his response still requires from 
Mary surrender and trust.
*God, rarely if ever, gives us a context where He doesn't require faith.

D.  Mary's obedience (38)
*Mary knew the "what" but not the "how." Her question was an expression of faith - she 
believed the promise but did not understand the process.

1.  "I am the servant of the Lord ..."
a.  Statement of surrender

1) Letting go of "joy" that comes with a "normal" birth
2) Letting go of identity - a woman who appears to be unfaithful or sinful

b.  "I am not my own" then add Paul’s, "I am bought with a price."
*Mary let go of her commitment and control so that she could participate in something 
only God could accomplish. We often limit ourselves to what only we can accomplish.

2.  "Let it be to me according to Your word."
a.  Statement of trust

1) Concerned but not unwilling to trust a God Who claims to love her
2) Willing to trust God over the obvious loss of the life she's always 

dreamed of
**Spin on that: obedience (surrender & trust) is only as powerful and secure as 
the one you obey
*Mary did not overestimate the value of what she had, but trusted God with what He 
offered even though she did not completely understand.
*Mary experienced the grace of God and believed the Word of God and, therefore, 
could be included by the Holy Spirit to accomplish the will of God.
III. Three keys to biblical obedience from Mary:

A.  It's ok to want and even ask for clarification when we are confused.
1.  Big difference between demanding more evidence in order to believe and 

asking for explanation to understand what you are willing to believe.
2.  But God's explanation always requires an element of faith.

B.  Remember who you are.
1.  "I am the servant of the Lord"
2.  It is only in remembering this that you and I can truly surrender.

C.  Remember Whose you are.
1.  "Let it be to me according to Your word."
2.  When we recognize who we belong to, our trust responds in kind.



IV. Going home …
A.  As you continue to process what it means to be obedient ...

1.  Can you honestly say, "I am the servant of the Lord"?
2.  Can you truly say, "Let it be to me according to Your word"?

*Those statements are the oxygen of surrender and trust.
B.  God's desire for you ...

1.  God desires to do the impossible with you.
a.  Don't keep focusing on what you can do or the obstacles in your path - 

Don't commit, surrender!
b.  God loves to keep His Word where we can see no possible way for Him to 

do it!
2.  “Trust me!” is the word God is speaking to you this morning.

a.  If you've received Christ and His forgiveness, then you belong to 
God and He is radically for you.

b.  You can trust Him.


