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I. Introduction 
 A.   Story #2 about pride and humility 
  1.   Nebuchadnezzar: recognized God's greatness, generosity, and love  
  2.   Belshazzar's story happens 20 years later. 
 B.   Context and characters 
  1.   The Babylonian empire is weakening and most of it has fallen to the Medo-

Persian empire. 
  2.   Nabonidus: son-in-law to Nebuchadnezzar is currently King of the 

Babylonian empire; however four months prior to Daniel 5, he had been 
taken captive by the Medo-Persian empire. 

  3.   Belshazzar (not to be confused with Belteshazzar/Daniel): Nabonidus’ son; 
king of the city of Babylon under his father and the last city left to be 
conquered by the Medo-Persian empire 

II. The Pride Path 
 A.   The ignorance of Pride (verses 1-4) 
  1.  City of Babylon 
   a.   Surrounded by the Medo-Persian army  
   b.   The city 
    1)  Wall: 350 ft high 87 ft thick,100 watchtowers over 15 miles around 
    2)  Supplies: Euphrates River flowed through the city with gates built 

over the water and a 20-year stockpile of food 
**Medo-Persian army would say, "Let us in and surrender or you will die like dogs." 
while Belshazzar would respond with some alternative facts, "We are invincible!" 
  2.   A great feast  
   a.   Great hall = 1,000 people 
   b.   A party celebrating the greatness of Belshazzar and Babylon 
    -Even their greatness over the Most High God. 
The ignorance of pride allows us to feel secure and confident when in reality, we 
are in free fall. 
 B.   The terror of pride (verses 5-9) 
  1.   Another act of God in Babylon 
  2.   Belshazzar was terrified, had a panic attack, and "shrieked" for the wise men. 
  3.   Again, the wise men were of no help whatsoever. 
The terror of pride comes when reality sets in and reveals the deception we've 
been living in. 



 

 

 C.   The consequence of pride (verses 10-29) 
  1.   Daniel remembered, but not accurately. 
  2.   Daniel’s consistent character in discerning resistance. 
   a.   Rejection of rewards was not insulting but acknowledging that Daniel's 

wisdom and interpretation do not come from him but from the Most 
High God. 

   b.   Reminding of Nebuchadnezzar's success 
   c.   Recounting the lessons ignored 
  3.   Interpretation:  Hand of God 
   a.   The king did not need the dictionary definition of these terms; he 

needed to understand the significance of these terms 
   b.   Message from God himself 
    1)  Mene: God has numbered your days 
    2)  Tekel:  You have been weighed and found wanting 
    3)  Parsin:  Your kingdom is divided and given away 
  4.   Daniel rewarded 
The consequence of pride is that we waste the limited time we have on Earth to 
do great for God's Kingdom - because all else will vanish. 
 D.  The fate of pride (verses 30-31) 
  1.   Unchecked pride always leads to destruction. 
  2.   Belshazzar was killed that night 
   a.   Darius, Cyrus’ military leader, dug a canal to reroute the Euphrates River 

and then smuggled his army under the gates. 
   b.   The Babylonians saw the digging but assumed they were making 

mounds and decided getting drunk would be fun. 
   c.   That night, death swept the great and invincible city of Babylon. 
   d.   Isaiah's prophesy about Babylon the great 
“Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to 
subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him 
that gates may not be closed: “I will go before you and level the exalted places, I will 
break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, I will give you 
the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you may know that it is 
I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. For the sake of my servant 
Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not 
know me.” (Isaiah 45:1-4) 
The fate of pride directs us to willingly participate in our own destruction. 
III. Is there hope?   
 A.   A Psalm/prayer of Moses - Psalm 90 
  1.   Written after Israel's arrogant disobedience in entering the Promised Land 



 

 

  2.   God's judgment of 40 years wandering in the desert 
  3.   Moses - turned to God in prayer  
“So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. Return, O Lord! 
How long? Have pity on Your servants! Satisfy us in the morning with Your steadfast 
love, that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. Make us glad for as many days as 
You have afflicted us, and for as many years as we have seen evil. Let Your work be 
shown to Your servants, and Your glorious power to their children. Let the favor of the 
Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands upon us; yes, establish 
the work of our hands!” (Psalm 90:12-1) 
 B.   The hope, in light of Daniel 5: redeem your days to make your life count. 
  1.   Recognize that you are deeply loved. 
  2.   Recognize that God's discipline is not in vain. 
  3.   Recognize that God is working all around you. 
  4.   Recognize that God gives your work meaning, purpose, and endurance. 
**We don't have time to entertain pride. God has numbered our days. Your 
responsibility is to humble yourself before God and allow Him to guide you to 
redeem the time He has granted for the greatest return.   
 


