
But If Not February 5, 2017 
Series, “Influential Strangers” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Daniel 3:17-18  
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Kyle looked at Daniel 3 last week 
 B.   Celebrate baptism today 
  1.   Celebration of lives being surrendered to Jesus Christ 
  2.   Reminder of what it means for me to follow Christ  
**Today, I want to zoom in on verses 17-18, which relate to our continuous surrender 
to Jesus in a very practical way in our daily lives. 
Here's the question, "Do I pursue God in order to have God or do I pursue God to 
have the things He may bless me with?" 
II. But if not ...  
 A.  The three Hebrews had... 
  1.   Absolute Conviction - "God is able" 
  2.   Resolute Hope - "He will deliver" 
   *Core belief that God is good 
  3.   Unwavering Resolve - "We will not serve/worship anything but God." 
 B.   Unpacking 
  1.   “But if not” assumes God is for you, and trusts His wisdom and discernment. 
   a.   What does it mean that God is for you or that He gives you His best?   
Hebrews 11:33-38 
“And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of 
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received back 
their dead by resurrection.  
Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a 
better life. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the 
sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 
of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and 
in dens and caves of the earth." 
    1) Verses 33-34: most comfortable 
    2)  Verses 35-38: least comfortable 
**But this is all God's best for His children as He cares for them individually and 
personally 



   b.   The three Hebrews were good men, but they were still flawed and sinful. 
    1)  Psalm 130:3, "If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who 

could stand?" 
    2)  Did not deserve God's deliverance as a reward for obedience.  

Deliverance is for God's glory and our growth, not a reward for being 
good. 

**God's best for them was deliverance, but they were satisfied with glorification, 
which in this instance would have been death and resurrection into eternity, present 
with God Himself. 
   c.   Tim Keller, "Suffering is unbearable if you aren't certain that God is for 

you and with you.” 
**Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego said, "We are sure of God, but we are not sure 
of what God's best looks like for us." 
  2.   “But if not” has settled the "treasure" question. 
   a.   Is my faith in God or in God's deliverance/blessing? 
    1)  You don't really know Jesus is all you need until Jesus is all you have. 
    2)  The most admirable and strongest people in history are those who 

lost everything but one thing - Jesus. 
   b.   How much do I love God? 
    1)  “Guess How Much I Love You” - story of the little and big nut-brown 

hare; to the moon and back. 
    2)  The answer is not to love other people and things less. That would 

go against Jesus’ second greatest command 
**Tim Keller, "... love God more than anything else. Only when our greatest love is 
God, a love that we cannot lose even in death, can we face all things with peace." 
**We are not called to love others less but to intensify our love for God.  
   c.   Whether God blesses you with much or God blesses you with only 

Himself, will you see Him and Him alone as your true, all-satisfying 
treasure and be glad? 

**Am I able to love God more than all else? 
This is the theme that runs throughout the Bible. 
 - Abraham: God will provide the sacrifice, but if not ... 
 - Jesus: If you are able let this cup pass, but if not ... 
 - Paul: To live is Christ, but if not ... 
 - Horatio Spafford: It is well with my soul ... 
 - Jim Elliot: He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot  
 lose 
 C.   Baptism is ... 
  1.   Baptism is a confession that I have realized Jesus is my ultimate treasure. 



  2.   Baptism is a declaration that I am working toward loving God more than 
everything else. 

  3.   Baptism is a resolve that even if things don't go well for me, God is enough. 
III. Our Challenge 
 A.   “But if not” has its confidence in the promise of the presence of Jesus - that He 

will never leave us or forsake us 
  1.   Our nightly walk with Baxter 
  2.   Removing the bandage 
 B.   Every one of us will hit moments in our lives when God chooses not to deliver 

us and He even works toward what we see as our ruin.   
  1.   Remember that God is wrapping His arms and legs around you. 
  2.   Remember that God is for you and He loves you so deeply that you will 

spend the long forever being loved by Him. 


