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Daniel 6 
 
Intro 
 
In case you haven't put it together yet, guess what story we are working out of today? 
 
Here we are, at the crown jewel of the book of Daniel for most people. If you think about 
Daniel, your mind inevitably ends up here at this story of Daniel and the lions’ den in Daniel 
chapter 6. You can turn there if you like, we are going to get there in a sec. 
 
This story feels familiar. Maybe you have heard it, maybe not. I would venture to say most 
have, and it feels familiar if you've heard it and been around church because we hear many 
stores that are similar. It feels familiar even in this book because just a few short weeks ago I 
was up here talking to you about what appears to be the exact same story. But as with all of 
Scripture–and I love how God does this, I think He is just so creative–He can repeat something 
in Scripture, to solidify its importance, and yet still have all these slight nuances and differences 
that affect us as we read them again and again. 
 
So today, with Daniel chapter 6, it will be some of the same, but different. So here is what I 
want to do, I want to work through the passage together, and then we will head back and pull 
out a few things that are distinctive of this particular passage. 
 
Daniel Story 
 
- We are in chapter 6 - the end of the narrative part of the book. From here on out we are 

going to be getting to prophecy and time jumps a little bit, so this is the last of the “story 
portion” of Daniel. 

- We find Daniel as an old man, most of the information I found places him around 90 years 
old at this point, and he has been just killing it, like his whole life. We have seen him from 
the moment he was brought into Babylon just make one great decisions after another and 
over and over again God has rewarded his obedience with influence and blessings. We saw 
how he and his friends were chosen out of all the Jews, we saw how he was like the only 
“wise man” in the kingdom who could even do anything since Nebuchadnezzar and Beltazar 
had to call for him every time. We saw how he was elevated and brought up to a position of 
power in the kingdom a few times, and he was there when the empire of Babylon fell. In fact, 
even being brought in to interpret the handwriting that spelled out disaster for Babylon. But 
now Daniel finds himself in a little bit of a different scenario.  

- The Persian empire is in control now, and against all odds, the king, who is called Darius. 
There is some debate about who this guy actually is; some think Cyrus, who was the king 



 

 

over all the Persian empire; some think he was a general or lesser official, but in any case, 
this was the man that was charged with ruling the newly conquered Babylonian empire. 

- He sets up 120 satraps, politicians basically, to run the kingdom, but he put three people in 
charge of them, think of them as quality control. These guys are making sure corruption 
stays at a minimum. Daniel ends up as one of those people. We will get back to that, 
because that’s amazing in itself, but in a totally unsurprising twist Daniel does amazingly 
well. 

 
DANIEL 6:3 
Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and satraps, 
because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole 
kingdom. 
 
- Daniel was on his way to being in charge of the entire kingdom that had kidnapped him. 

Talk about an underdog story, make that into a movie, young boy ripped from his home 
rises to rule the kingdom. That will sell, man.  

- But Daniel’s colleagues didn't love this. This hurt their pride. “Why is he getting this honor?” 
It hurt their wallets, because Daniel was functioning out of integrity. These guys couldn't get 
away with much with him in charge, and they are so ticked about this. They come up with 
this scheme to get rid of him, but they couldn't find anything to pin on him. 

- A life-long politician and they couldn't find anything on Daniel except his relationship with 
God. Scripture says they looked at Daniel and said  “We shall not find any ground for 
complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.” 

- Mini point here - how great would it be if we could say that? That if you want to take me 
down, it’s going to have to be in connection with my relationship with God, because I'm 
clean on everything else. That’s not what we are talking about today, but man what a goal, 
that we would live our lives in a way where the only way someone can get rid of us is 
because of our connection to our Savior.  

- But they come up with a plan and this plan, as with so many, revolves around pride. 
- They go to the king, and they say, we have been talking - implies Daniel was in on the 

conversation. 
- They convince the king to sign this document into law, a law that could not be changed or 

altered according to their policies and culture, that everyone in the kingdom must present 
their petitions only to the king, no one else, for 30 days. It was a way to recognize the king 
as provider and to consolidate power, and if they don’t, they would be thrown into a den of 
lions. 

- Common form of punishment - half starved, bred-for-meanness lions. This was a rough way 
to go, pretty messed up. 

- But the king reads all this, and thinks, yeah, let’s do it, and signs it into law. Again it’s a law 
that according to their customs could not be changed.  



 

 

- Well the word gets to Daniel, and a decision had to be made. See the reason that this plan 
could work for these guys was because it was a well known fact that Daniel prayed three 
times a day to the one true God. And as soon as Daniel heard this, he walked up to his 
room, threw open the windows like some sort of Disney movie and began to pray. Now this 
is exactly what these guys expected and I picture them hiding in the bushes or something 
and jumping out and saying, “Aha! Gotcha! You’re gonna get it now! 

- They get their posse together and head to the king to tell him all about how his favorite 
employee just broke his newly established law. 

- I think its kind of funny how they do it 
- Pump fake 
 
Daniel 6:12-13 “O king! Did you not sign an injunction, that anyone who makes petition to 
any god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of 
lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing stands fast, according to the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Then they answered and said before the 
king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or 
the injunction you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.” 
- DUN DUN DUN 
- The king is just devastated about this. Scripture records him as “greatly distressed” and he 

puts his mind to trying to find a way around this. He tries all day, but the law is set, it’s 
immovable, and he finds himself unable to get Daniel off the hook. He finds himself having 
to throw his best employee, even his friend, into a pit of ravenous lions.  

- So they get out to the pit, Daniel not resisting by the way, respecting his king even now, and 
Darius is just sick about all this. He utters these words just before literally throwing Daniel 
into a hole filled with lions. 

- Daniel 6:16 The king declared to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, 
deliver you!” 

 
And you know what? I think he meant it. I think even now God was at work in this guy. The pit 
is covered with this big rock, sealed with the king’s seal, and he goes home. Scripture tells us 
that he didn't eat, didn't have entertainment brought before him, and couldn't even sleep. The 
king had an absolutely terrible night, maybe, in hindsight, worse than Daniel’s night. He was 
sick with what was happening.  
 
So that horrible night ends, the sun rises, and let me read for you how this story concludes 
 
Daniel 6:19-22 Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. 
As he came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king 
declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve 
continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” He listens, and out of the depths of 
this pit he hears a voice. Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! My God sent 
His angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found 



 

 

blameless before Him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm.”  
 
We have this picture in our head of Daniel like lounging with lions, brushing their hair or 
something. I'm not sure that’s how it went down. I picture an angel with the lion in a headlock 
holding his mouth shut or something like that, that’s so much cooler right? In any case, Daniel 
is alive. God has delivered him from this unfair punishment 
 
 
Daniel 6:19-28 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken 
up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found 
on him, because he had trusted in his God. And the king commanded, and those men who 
had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and cast into the den of lions—they, their 
children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of the den, the lions 
overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. Then King Darius wrote to all the 
peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: “Peace be multiplied to you. I 
make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the 
God of Daniel, for He is the living God, enduring forever; His Kingdom shall never be 
destroyed, and His dominion shall be to the end. He delivers and rescues; He works signs 
and wonders in Heaven and on Earth, He who has saved Daniel from the power of the 
lions.” So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian. 
 
At the ripe old age of 90, Daniel continued to prosper, because he remained obedient to God. 
 
A familiar story isn't it? We hear the truth at the center of this story all the time, but there are 
some distinctions that I think, for right here and now, are very important as we consider what 
our role is in this world, and how to be influential strangers in this world. 
 
Points 
 
1.  The Context 
 
The first thing I see here in this story is a distinction in the context. This new empire, this new 
ruler, they seem pretty different than what we have encountered in Daniel’s story up to this 
point don't they? Yes the nation of Israel is still in captivity, but overall it seems, at least from 
this account, that things were looking up, especially for Daniel. And especially in connection 
with this new king. 
- He loved Daniel, thought Daniel was just awesome, so much so that he didn't feel 

threatened by Daniel even though in the last chapter (5) we saw that Belshazar made him 
“third in the kingdom” just hours before it went down. But if I was a new king I am not sure I 
would set someone up in my new kingdom that had such a high position in the last one, but 
Darius did, and he elevated Daniel to one of three people in charge of the kingdom, and in 



 

 

fact he was going to promote him to rule the entire place before all this business with the 
lions den went down.  

- Not only that, it seems like Darius actually cared. As far as military dictators go, he seemed 
like not that bad of a guy. He spent all day trying to step back from this stupid decision he 
made with this law trying to save Daniel because he cared. 

- Where Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar only called on Daniel when they really needed 
something, Darius seemed to care about him as a person 

- Where Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar responded in anger when disobeyed, Darius 
responded in heartache. The language used to describe Darius’ feelings makes it seem like 
he is super torn up about this. All that plays into this truth. 

- Things seemed like they should have been looking up for Daniel. He did what God wanted, 
now found himself in this new kingdom that maybe looked a little more like home than 
Babylon ever did, with a new king who cared about him, respected him. He had gotten to 90 
doing what was right, and it seemed like maybe it was time for his reward. But what 
happened? 

- The lions came.  
- Even now, when things seemed to take an upswing, we see Daniel continue to be faithful. 
- I think the truth that this says to us is this: regardless of where culture is at, whether it is at it’s 

very worst, or it’s very best, lions’ den moments are going to come, and what will we do?  
- I harp on this a lot with our students, but we have to get this idea that we let the culture we 

live in somehow defines the kingdom of God we are called to live in. I think it’s so easy for us 
to take what God desires for us and for this world, to take it, and do some modifications of 
our own so that its easier for us to handle, or its easier for us to implement in our lives 
without having to give up anything or experience any kind of discomfort, and when we do 
that, what we are doing is we are changing our mission, 

- Daniel could have looked at his setting, all that he had accomplished, the heart of his new 
leader and the state of his new country, and think, hey this might be as good as it gets, so 
that when this decree comes down that you have to just worship king Darius, maybe that’s 
not such a big deal. In fact he may even have found himself agreeing. 

- And it would all have come from this false idea that because this new culture respects me or 
holds me up, I must be able to trust it, and it modifies my mission. 

- And I feel like we do this all the time in the church. We get our mission mixed up to the 
point where we think that our end game as the church is to make America a Christian nation, 
a place where morality rules and that morality looks a lot like Jesus. Can I just say this, that 
cannot be our goal and in fact, that’s not even a good place for the church to be. 

Historically, the church has not handled extreme favor from culture very well. Quick walk 
through Christian history. We see how after Jesus. 
- Christians were legit persecuted, fed to lions, forced to fight, crucified, beaten, chased out, 

put in prison and you know what happened to the church? It insanely exploded. People were 
added to their numbers daily, every single day someone new entered into new life through 
faith in Jesus.  



 

 

- You know when the church started to lose steam for a while? 
- It was around the time a man named Constantine, called by some Constantine the Great, 

came into power. Christian persecution supported by the government had come to an end, 
and in a last ditch effort to secure a military victory, Constantine adopted Christian symbols 
onto his soldiers shields, won, and took over.  

- Under his rule a ton of the awesome architecture was built, Christians were no longer 
persecuted, were even celebrated, and in the year 380 Christianity became the official state 
religion of the Roman Empire, the same Roman Empire that nailed Jesus to the cross. And 
while we have some pretty buildings to look at, and God still worked during those times, 
because His Kingdom can’t be stopped, you know what else we saw? Entitlement, 
corruption, characteristics that are decidedly unChrist-like made into common practice, and 
if I can go so far as to say, the church has never been the same since. We have had times 
where it got so bad that there had to be some dramatic gesture, from the likes of Martin 
Luther and others to wake us up enough to move forward.  

- If culture readily accepts us, that’s probably an issue,  
 
John Wesley, one of the founding members of the Methodist movement has this to say about 
it: 
 
“I have been long convinced, from the whole tenor of ancient history, that this very event, 
Constantine’s calling himself a Christian, and pouring in that flood of wealth and power on the 
Christian Church, the Clergy in particular, was productive of more evil to the Church than all 
the ten persecutions put together. From the time that power, riches, and honor of all kinds 
were heaped upon the Christians, vice of all kinds came in like a flood, both on the Clergy and 
laity. From the time that the Church and State, the kingdoms of Christ and of the world, were 
so strangely and unnaturally blended together, Christianity and Heathenism were so 
thoroughly incorporated with each other, that they will hardly ever be divided till Christ comes 
to reign upon earth. So that, instead of fancying that the glory of the new Jerusalem covered 
the Earth at that period, we have terrible proof that it was then, and has ever since been, 
covered with the smoke of the bottomless pit.” 
 
You know where the church is exploding? Places it’s illegal, places without rights and 
privileges. 
 
Illustration - Chinese kid at the conference  
 
So what?  
Who cares if you lose your tax break on your tithe? Who cares if we lose this building? The 
church is not a building; the church is the people inside it. And who cares about all that stuff 
when eternity is on the line for the people God has placed in our lives? 
 



 

 

Who cares bout our 401Ks and comfortable homes and nice cars and safe lives when souls are 
on the line? That is just garbage thinking when those things take priority over our pursuit of 
Jesus and His work in our lives and through our lives in this world. But that is what happens 
with our priorities when our mission is misplaced. 
 
 
See when our mission is messed up, and our priorities become twisted, then when the lions 
come, and they will, we will fold, we will back away, we won’t live out the courage and faith 
that we see in this man in this story. 
 
- Now, real talk, we are now exiting a culture that has readily accepted much of what we hold 

to be true right? Being a Christian over the past hundred years is sometimes expected, and 
it certainly comes with some perks and influence. We are on our way out of that, and you 
know what I say? Good. Good riddance, because it was like a slow poison undercutting the 
effectiveness of the church. Doesn't have to be, but it has been.  

 
 
So let’s keep the mission true in our lives. We were put here on this planet to know God and 
make Him known. That has to come first. It has to, no excuses, no loopholes.  
Let’s stop trying to create some kind of mash up between God’s Kingdom and ours so that our 
life can be easy and instead … 
 
 
 
2. The response 
 
Another distinctive that is worth us noting is what Daniel’s response was when this life-altering, 
possibly life-ending, crisis came down. 
 
Daniel 6:10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house 
where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his 
knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done 
previously. 
 
I love this. Daniel didn't storm in and try to vindicate himself. 
He didn't plead his case 
He didn't take to social media blasting this new law. 
He didn't petition his senator. 
What did he do? He went to his bedroom, knelt on the ground and prayed, JUST AS HE HAD 
DONE PREVIOUSLY. 
 
He just kept doing what he had always been doing. 



 

 

 
Man could you imagine how much credibility the church would have if, when crisis hits, we just 
keep doing what we have been doing. 
 
I think sometimes we in the church get into this problem where we get comfortable with the 
way things are, but when some sort of problem arises, some sort of crisis, some law gets 
passed that has us all concerned or some person gets elected that will be good or bad in our 
minds for the church, and believers and we scramble, we aren’t prepared, so we start freaking 
out to try to get things ironed out.  
 
I think of it like this 
 
 In 1 Corinthians Paul compares our life following Jesus to a race. 
 
Now I'm not expert in running, I'm pretty good at not running, and I'm happy to support all 
you insane people who actually love running. To which I would say I'm not sure I believe you, 
maybe you just have suffered for so long you don't know any better, I don't know.  
Meg, marathon, I hate running, you should only run when something is chasing you. 
 
STORY?  
 
 
 
The legacy 
 
Apparently a lot of the early church would compare Daniel to Jesus. They drew these parallels, 
a man who did nothing wrong enduring a punishment he didn't deserve, how Daniel was 
thrown into this pit in the ground and Jesus was laid in the ground.  
 
Just as this story points people to Who Jesus was, it leads me to ask myself the question, “Am I 
living a life that points people to Jesus. Am I living in His power, in obedience?” 
 
People don't always understand Scriptures or Jesus in the pages of the Bible, but people 
always understand the Jesus we live out each day.  
 
When people look at how I treat my wife, does it point them to Jesus? 
When I talk to my kids, does it point them to Jesus? 
How I use my money, time, and resources? Does it point them to Jesus, or does it end up 
pointing them back to me, that I'm number one, and it all comes back to me.  
 
 
Here at the end of Daniel’s life, the last we see of his narrative story. We see a man who 
understood his mission, understood Whose Kingdom he belonged to, didn't try to modify it, 



 

 

didn't try to use it to his advantage, but instead embraced it fully, regardless of the 
consequences or outcome because his priorities were in line with the mission to know God and 
make Him known. He didn't have to wonder what to do, because he knew he just needed to 
do what he had always done, and in doing so his life left a legacy that was talked about for 
years to point people to Jesus.  
 
Now for us,  
 
Whose kingdom are you committed to? Where are your priorities? Do you know the mission 
God has put you here to accomplish and does your life point people to Jesus? 


