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I. Pre-sermon 
 A.  Fan's of country music? 
  1.  Rascal Flatts, "Backwards" 
  2.  “I was sittin’ on a barstool, in a barbecue joint in Tennessee, when this old 

boy walked in, and he sat right down next to me, I could tell he'd been 
through some hard times, 'cause there were tear stains on his old shirt, and 
he said, you wanna know what you get, when you play a country song 
backwards? You get your house back, you get your dog back, you get your 
best friend Jack back, you get your truck back, you get your hair back ... “  
You get the picture. 

 B.  Nothing is more important in life than learning how to maintain a life of 
purpose in the midst of pain and adversity. 

  1.  In our culture, the highest goal is to prevent personal suffering. 
   a.   The problem with this is that in a fallen world, we are incapable of 

preventing it. Even if we live a perfect life!   
   b.  This "goal" has seeped into the church in a view of God as a being 

whose main job is to meet my needs by creating a world in  which all 
things benefit me. 

*While we can't avoid suffering, and actually we shouldn't (we'll come back to that 
later), God has done something extraordinary and almost blasphemous so that our 
suffering has purpose even when we can't put our finger on that purpose. This thing 
He did is what we celebrate Easter weekend. 
  2.  Four Christian doctrines we must know 
   a.   God is personal, wise, and infinite, and He sovereignly controls the 

affairs of the world. 
    Good news: we are not left to the cold hands of fate 
   b.  In Jesus Christ, God came to Earth and suffered with and for us 

sacrificially. 
    Good news: God has skin in the game. 
   c.   Through faith in Christ's work on the cross, we can have assurance of 

salvation. 
    Good news: Rescue is a sure thing. 
   d.  The bodily resurrection from the dead for all those who believe 
*Good news: Biblical resurrection means not just coming back from the dead but 
restoration. 



 

 

 -We get our bodies back; the bodies we never had but wished we had. 
 -We get our lives back; the life we longed for but never had. 
Tim Keller describes resurrection this way, “It’s all because the Christian hope is not 
just an ethereal disembodied existence but one in which the soul and the body are 
finally perfectly integrated, one in which we dance, sing, hug, work, and play. The 
Christian doctrine of the Resurrection is, then, a reversal of death’s seeming 
irreversibility.” Just like the country song - in resurrection, God makes everything right 
- more right than you could ever imagine. 
 
*Understanding these four truths give us the foundation for our look at Daniel 12 this 
morning. Yup, we're just getting started. 
II. Daniel 12 
 A.   Verses 1-4 refer to the previous prophecy, ch.11, that Kyle preached last week. 
  1.   “At that time” ... when Antiochus is doing his worst to God's people ... 
  2.   Michael, an angelic fighter who is charged with the protection of God's 

suffering people will arrive. 
   a.   Notice that he does not prevent the suffering but he does deliver in the 

midst of it. 
   b.   God is faithful to His people - and remember, suffering has a purpose. 
  3.  God will rescue and reward those who belong to Him. 
 B.  Epilogue of Daniel (verses 5-13) 
  1.  (verses 5-6) The question: How long? 
   a.   Notice he doesn't ask when but how long 
   b.   Difficulty is easier to walk through when we know how long we have to 

last - like rounds in a boxing match. I only have to last for three minutes. 
  2.  (verses 7-10) Doesn't answer... yet 
   a.   "Shattering of the power of the holy people" 
    1)  Antiochus did not "shatter" God's holy people - this is not in 

reference to him. 
    2)  The messenger is telling Daniel that there will be other Antiochus-

like oppressors throughout history but God will put a definitive end 
to them and their cycle when they are at their most powerful and 
destructive. 

   b.  At our greatest agony of unjust trials and torture, God will break and 
judge all injustice and rescue His children. 

   c.   Daniel doesn't quite understand. 
    1)  The specifics - not really important 
    2)  (Verse 10) Here's what's important, what you need to know ... 
     a)  Expectation: humble, imperfect perseverance in Christ 



 

 

     b)  Meaning: Remember that I said there is meaning and purpose in 
suffering? Here it is: it is for the purifying, cleansing, and refining 
of God's people. 

*Only fire can reveal pure gold. 
    3)  Capitola; coast; big rock; waves crashing and submerged in the high 

tide; "that's the end of that rock"; in the morning, it was still there and 
hadn't moved. 

**That is what a person who feels the "peace that passes understanding" is like.  No 
matter what is thrown at you, you know it will not make you lose your footing. It may 
crash against you or submerge you, but you'll still be there in the morning... 
  3.  (Verses 11-12) How long answer 
   a.   Lots of speculation but the messenger reinforces that the length is not 

what's important  
   b.  Blessed is he who waits and arrives ... 
    1)  humble, imperfect perseverance in Christ 
    2)  Then you don't lose hope 
  4.  (13) The point ... 
   a.   Go your way as an influential stranger until your last breath and the next 

thing you'll know is resurrection. 
   b.  But how?  It's really hard to "go" when the world around me is so bad 

and I'm in pain... 
    1)  We remember that God has wounds.  (Romans 8:31-39) 
“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He 
Who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with 
Him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is 
God Who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the One Who died—more than 
that, Who was raised—Who is at the right hand of God, Who indeed is interceding for 
us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, ‘For your 
sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him Who 
loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
    2)  We remember that God has a plan. 
     a)  Why does God allow suffering? 
      •I don't completely understand why. 
      •But I do know what the reason is “super not” (Kyle) 
      --not because He doesn't love us 



 

 

      --not because He doesn't care 
     b)  God is so committed to us and our ultimate happiness that He 

was willing to plunge into the depths of suffering Himself. He 
understands us, He's been there, and He assures us that He has a 
plan to wipe away ever tear. That's how we keep going. 

**You see, God gives us what we would have asked for if we knew everything that He 
knows. 
III. Encouragement 
 A.  There is a new hope. 
  1.  Today, we celebrate the hope that a risen Savior gives us who believe. 
  2.  God has been working - even in the darkest moments of human history to 

rescue and to secure resurrection and restoration. 
**Human timeline of hope and resurrection:  1940s(M&Ms, WW2); 1950s 
(Disneyland, racism, Rosa); 1960s (Johnny Carson, Vietnam, 6-day war, MLK, Jr 
assassinated); 1970s (Apple computer, terrorists, serial killers, religious monsters rise 
up; abortion legalized); 1980s (Pacman, Ethiopian famine, Challenger explosion, 
Tiananmen Square); 1990s (Milli Vanilli, Bosnian/Rwandan genocides, LA riots, OK 
City bombing); 2000s up through today ... 
  3.  Donald Grey Barnhouse  
“Donald Grey Barnhouse, who was a pastor in Philadelphia for many years, lost his 
wife when his daughter was still a child. Dr. Barnhouse was trying to help his little girl, 
and himself, process the loss of his wife and her mother. Once when they were 
driving, a huge moving van passed them. As it passed, the shadow of the truck swept 
over the car. The pastor had a thought. He said something like this, ‘Would you rather 
be run over by a truck, or by its shadow?’ His daughter replied, ‘By the shadow of 
course. That can’t hurt us at all.’ Dr. Barnhouse replied, ‘Right. If the truck doesn’t hit 
you, but only its shadow, then you are fine. Well, it was only the shadow of death that 
went over your mother. She’s actually alive—more alive than we are. And that’s 
because two thousand years ago, the real truck of death hit Jesus. And because 
death crushed Jesus, and we believe in Him, now the only thing that can come over 
us is the shadow of death, and the shadow of death is but my entrance into glory.’” 
 
-Invitation- 
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