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I. Introduction 
 A.   Sin - separates, us from God and us from each other; isolation, alone 
 B.   We live in a fractured world; divided nation; disjointed church. 
 C.   But God ... 
 D.  Reasons for 1 John 
  1.   Affinity driven world. We claim diversity and individualism but we are driven 

by those like us. 
  2.   Problem: when our affinity shifts, so does our community and we doggie 

paddle in the shallow end of community for the better part of our lives. 
**John writes to remind us that Christianity is built on a different foundation than 
anything else this world has encountered. 
II. Strange Community 
 A.  Jesus, the foundation 
  1.  "That which was from the beginning ..." 
   a.   "That which" is primarily referring to the Gospel but also has in mind the 

person of Jesus Christ. 
   b.   "From the beginning" suggests that this Gospel is not an afterthought or 

a plan B, but it was God's heart from the moment of our rebellion. 
  2.   Not just a head knowledge but a sensory knowledge ... 
   a.   See, touch, heard 
   b.   Made manifest 
**Jesus Christ is the embodiment of the Gospel. He is not similar to the myths and 
legends in antiquity but He is real and historical and His life has a consequence for all life. 
 B.   Fellowship 
  1.   Fellowship (koinonia): something in common; a partnership or sharing: 

strength proportional to that which is in common or shared 
  2.   Fellowship with God and Jesus Christ 
   a.   As a sinner, I have nothing in common with God. In fact, I am a natural 

enemy. We should not ever have fellowship or be in community with 
each other. 

   b.   How does John have fellowship with God/Jesus? 
    1)  God gave Jesus for us to have something in common; something 

that could bring us together 
    2)  Jesus became a man, went to the cross, took our sins, so that we can 

belong to Him. What belongs to Jesus also belongs to God. 



 

 

   c.   Fellowship with God means ... 
    1)  I have come to share His values. 
    2)  I believe what He believes and love what He loves. 
    3)  Therefore, I love spending time together, to include Him in all I do, 

and cherish the thought of "hanging out"   
**That is actually what happens with we truly enter into communion with another.  
This is what John is describing with God here. Because of Jesus Christ, he has a deep 
fellowship with God - who really shouldn't have anything to do with him! 
  3.   Fellowship with each other 
   a.   Because we have fellowship with God, we also have fellowship with  

each other. 
    1)  If I am connected to Jesus, Who created community between me 

and God, then my connection to Jesus also places me in community 
with all who follow Him. 

    2)  I don't need anything beyond Jesus to have fellowship with others 
who know and follow Jesus. 

  4.   A complete joy 
   a.   Proclaim and write 
    1)  In order to experience this closeness/fellowship/community, John 

tells them about Christ and what He has done. 
    2)  Lesson/warning: Community among believers is not built on a 

shared experience; it is built on a shared theology (God's truth) - an 
understanding of Jesus, ourselves, and forgiveness. 

**Shared doctrine is the foundation of authentic and lasting community. 
   b.  Real joy is a by-product of our fellowship with God and one another. 
    1)  Sin = loneliness (promise of joy but ultimately delivers death) 
    2)  Joy comes from having real and lasting connection with God and 

resulting with connection with others. 
III. The preeminence of the Gospel 
 A.  Community - culturally 
  1.   Affinity based 
   a.   Life experience, identity, cause, needs, social position, ideology, etc. 
   b.   When our affinity changes or we no longer have use of (i.e. they no 

longer benefit us) these things, we shift our community. 
  2.  The Gospel of Jesus Christ saved us not only from our sin, but also from 

sallow and dead-end community. 
   a.   We are no longer defined by our family of origin, race, passions, 

interests or ambitions. 



 

 

   b.  We are now solely defined by Jesus - everything else is just minor 
distinction that keeps things interesting 

 B.  Gospel community  
  1.   Two types: 
   a.   Gospel plus:  Gospel (Jesus) + something else (interest, life-stage, life-

experience, ethnicity, etc.) 
   b.   Gospel revealing: community would never had existed but for the truth 

and power of the Gospel. 
**When we have fellowship over something other than the Gospel, then we end up 
glorifying ourselves and our strengths instead of God 
  2.  Our love and commitment to one anther isn't motivated by feelings (none of 

which are bad) but instead we love one another and are committed to one 
another because of our relationship with Jesus alone.   

   a.   Being a Christian is more foundational to your identity than family, 
ethnicity, occupation, nationality, sexuality, even your personality. 

   b.  The unity that you and I share with every Christ follower supersedes 
every other bond (liberal/conservative; black/white; rich/poor; 
young/old, near/far, etc.) 

  3.   Christ's church is not made up of natural friends, but of people who would 
never have naturally connected - some of whom are naturally at odds. 

   a.   What deeply binds us is not common language, education, race, income 
level, politics, ancestors, accents, or anything else.   

   b.   We are a strange community of unnatural friends who love each other 
for Christ's sake! 

    1)  We are connected to Jesus and ... 
    2)  We are connected because of Jesus. 
**This is why John says in his Gospel, "By this all people will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another." 
 -There's no significance to anybody for "loving" those who are basically you. 
IV. Conclusion 
 A.  The call of Jesus is a call to a very strange community - but a community that  
 is deeper than anything you've ever imagined. 
  1.  We are invited to have fellowship with God. 
  2.  We are then compelled to have fellowship with one another. 
 B.  It is John's goal to help us understand why this is so significant, what it looks  
 like, and how we can experience genuine, deep, life-giving community. 
 


