
 

 

The Supremacy of Love May 7, 2017 
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1 John 2:3-11 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   There will always be people who will use God as a way to gain wealth for 

themselves or as a way to control people. 
  1.   Group of people who left the church and were teaching a different Gospel 
   a.   False teachers 
   b.   Saying they have fellowship with God, abide in Christ, walk in the light, 

and love God.  Also said that sin has no effect on fellowship with God - 
go as far as saying they have no sin. 

  2.  John writes to help us know truth by knowing God. 
 B.  Forgiveness 
  1.  Last week we saw how forgiveness is evidence of walking in the light. 
   a.  Through Christ, our advocate, we can be forgiven. 
   b.  Jesus then expects us to forgive others 
  2.  Forgiveness is the pre-cursor of love. 
   a.  Our love is proportional to our understanding of forgiveness. 
   b.  Our love for each other is the visible sign that we grasp the love of an 

invisible God. 
   c.   A heart that does not love, suggests one of two things:  
    1)  It has not been forgiven. 
    2)  It does not appreciate the depth of forgiveness. 
**John moves us from forgiveness–how we reflect God to others; to love–how we 
become Jesus to others. 
II. Knowing God 
 A.   Knowing God (verse 3) 
  1.  "To know"  
   a.   Two Greek terms - ginosko and oida 
   b.   Used 40 times in 1 John! 
  2.  What does "know" in reference to God mean? 
   a.   Judas knew Jesus. So, it must be more than factual. Facts don't always 

result in action. 
   b.   Knowing God is belonging to Him, being born of Him, and being  of His 

character. 
*Illustration: War 
 -"You don't know what war is like." 



 

 

  -There is a knowledge that comes only from experience - tasting fully that  
  reality. 
 -A disobedient person has not fully experienced God 
 -Knowing produces obedience: How?  
  -Because you trust and believe that God is love. You obey because you know 

God's commandments are the best for you. 
 B.  Knowing God results with obedience in the knower (verses 3-5) 
  1.  Obedience is not spectacular, it's basic and often goes uncelebrated. 
   a.   Disobedience is born of a lack of trust in Who God is. 
   b.   If you know the love of God, Who He is, then you would trust Him and 

what He says 
**If you know the love of God, you won't be able to go on in sin - disobedience.  
Obedience results even when it is difficult. 
  2.  Love in obedience 
   a.   Love perfected in obedience 
   b.   Love = the divine self-giving of Christ (manifesting itself in the human 

response to what God has done) 
*The more we understand the depth and breadth of God's love, the greater our 
desire to obey what he calls us to do. 
 C.  In Him (verses 5-6) 
  1.  The umbrellas 
   a.  Fellowship with Him, walking in the light, knowing Him = being in Him 
   b.  Not unrelated ideas but all defining what knowing God is all about 
  2.  Walking like Jesus - how did Jesus walk? 
III. The new/old command (how Jesus walked) 
 A.  Forgiveness and love 
  1.  If forgiveness is how we most accurately reflect God, 
  2.  then love is how we most accurately reflect Jesus. 
 B.  The command 
  1.  To love (not to blathe, which means to bluff - that would suggest an scenario 

like a card game, someone cheated ...)  
   a.  Fundamental to the Christian way taught from the very beginning 
   b.  This old command has a new understanding and a new urgency for 

those for whom Christ died. The love of Christ never gets old! 
  2.  Love 
   a.   Began with Christ and fulfilled by Christ 
   b.   He passed a like love into the hearts of His followers - it's what marks 

them as His disciples 
*To live in love (divine self-giving of Christ) is to walk the same way Jesus walked.   



 

 

 C.  Love vs hate 
  1.   Mark Dever, "Remember, our love isn't proportional to our forgiveness; it's 

proportional to our understanding of forgiveness. If someone has been 
forgiven by Christ's supernatural sacrifice at the cross–and yet that person 
never explores the depths of his sin and the miracle of the atonement--his 
love will remain tepid. It is impossible to know too much about God and His 
love for us in Christ. If someone is into theology and not into loving others, 
the problem isn't that he's spent too much time learning about God; it's 
that he never took to heart what he learned." 

  2.   Love and light/hate and darkness 
   a.   Evidence of light = forgiveness 
   b.   Hate is a result of unforgiveness and is developed in darkness. 
   c.   Therefore, there is no light. 
   d.   The result of forgiveness is love. 
   e.   Therefore, when I understand forgiveness, then I will have the capacity 

to love my brother 
IV. Take Away 
 A.   World's way/God's way 
  1.   The world walks in darkness (characterized by secrets and competition) and 

actually places a value on hate (which is applied to anyone who thinks 
differently). 

  2.   The true church (the one that has Jesus as head) walks in light (transparency 
and forgiveness) and actively places a value on love over preference 

 B.  Practice - what defines you and with what do you define others? 
**At the end of the day, what is your community/fellowship built on? If it is anything 
other than Christ (or if anything is more important than Christ) then you are on 
unstable ground at best. 
**For John, the love between believers isn't a sign of maturity, it's a sign of saving 
faith. 


