
 

 

Look Back to Move Forward May 28, 2017 
Series, “LOVE” Pastor Kyle Belden 
1 John 2:18-27 
 
 
Intro: Start by referencing the video 
 
The love they experienced and so obviously feel because Jesus is in their life. 
 
1 John is the book of love. It’s the theme that runs through the book (our love for God, His 
love for us, our love for each other). 
 
Explain the historical context briefly. 
The reason I bring it up is because it helps us understand this passage really well. (macro 
context, micro context) 
 
Warning Concerning Antichrists 
(1 John 2:18) Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so 
now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 
 
Here is what he is talking about: 
- the last hour is generally referenced in the New Testament as the time between when 

Jesus came the first time and when He is coming back. Reality is they probably thought it 
was coming sooner than it actually was, but in a literary sense, this is simply the amount of 
time between when Jesus came the first time and when He comes again. 

 
Jesus talked about an antichrist, someone who would oppose God and His Church hardcore.  
So John uses this idea of the antichrist these people would be familiar with to illustrate that 
there are people opposed to God and His Church already on this Earth, and even among 
you.  
- What was going on in history at that time is this church that John writes to in Asia minor 

(that’s as narrowed down as most people can get) was hitting a rough patch. 
 
I imagine they were pretty amped up and he basically says don't worry about it.  
 
Have you ever gone into a conversation where someone is freaking out, and you go into it 
with a calm and collected head and it just deflates the person. 
I do this with students all the time. 
 
(1 John 2:19)  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 
would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are 
not of us. 



 

 

 
 
 
(1 John 2:20-21)  But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge.  
[He is writing to believers, followers of Jesus here] I write to you, not because you do not 
know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 
 
(1 John 2:22-23) Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father. 
Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 
 
Gnostic movement 
If we want truth, here it is, simply and profoundly put - Jesus/God 
 
and now John goes on to give a very interesting and unexpected response to false teaching 
and bad theology, our response to a manipulation of truth 
 
It’s not … (give examples) 
 
 
(1 John 2:24-25)  Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from 
the beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. And this is 
the promise that He made to us—eternal life. 
 
In essence, he says hold on, pause a second and remember what got you into this to begin 
with. 
 
We are forgetful people, aren’t we? We are forgetful in everything. 
Israelites, disciples, even in things in our every day life. 
 
My car accident story 
 
We do that sometimes spiritually too don't we? 
 
But it is important for us to look back from time to time to help us remember the stakes. 
 
And I am not talking about reminiscing, thinking back to those warm fuzzies. I'm talking about 
looking back so that we can move forward. 
 
Our money story.  
 
 
We look back to move forward, John finishes this passage with this: 



 

 

 
(1 John 2:26-27)  I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. But the 
anointing that you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should 
teach you. But as His anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as 
it has taught you, abide in Him. 
 
Even if that’s all you got, it’s enough, to change a heart, a family, a church, a community, the 
world. 
 
Clarification: we should be growing, but it should come from our love for God. If it’s not out 
of our relationships and affection it’s like building a sweet house on a non-existent 
foundation. It won’t last. 
 
Challenge: Think about your story, go to the Pavilion and tell your story. 
 
People who don't know Jesus:  “… but this sounds pretty dang good.” Come up to the front 
after service and we would love to pray with you.  
 


