
 

 

What Kind of Love? June 4, 2017 
Series, “LOVE” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
1 John 2:28-3:10 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   What is love (dramatic reading) 
 B.   1 John talks all about love. 
  1.  Love drives us to be in a community that would not exist without it. 
  2.   Love brings us into the light, a place of truth and vulnerability. 
  3.   Love is proportional to our understanding of our forgiveness. 
  4.   Love reminds us of who we are. 
  5.   Love is worth exchanging our entire lives. 
  6.   Love is what we must constantly be reminded of because we forget. 
**There are two tracks of love that we can pursue or that characterize our reality.  
There is one that is light and truth and one that is darkness and a lie. I believe today is 
a key to your life. (read passage) 
II. What kind of love? 
 A.   Abide in Christ (1 John 2:28-29) 
  1.   Continuation of what began in chapter 2 
   a.   Past is forgiven. 
   b.   God is good. 
  2.   Abiding prepares us for Christ's appearing. 
   a.   When we abide in Christ, we are confident. 
   b.   The imminent appearing/return of Christ is our motivation to abide. 
  3.   Abiding illustrated 
   a.   Where is your mail delivered? 
    1) Always there? No 
    2) But it is where you always return to; it's where you live/dwell. It's your 

home. 
   b.  Is Christ your home? 
    1) Do you always return? 
    2) Is Christ where you can be found? 
**Abiding in Christ is not just me trying to behave better. It is my life being radically 
renewed and practically reborn. It’s a consistent practice of reflecting God to others. 
 B.  Why abide in Christ?  (1 John 3:1-3 with 4-10) 
1 John 3:1a - "See what kind of love the Father has given to us, ..." 
  1.  A love that re-makes family. 
1 John 3:1b " … that we should be called children of God; and so we are." 
   a.   Adoption? Even more profound, and adoption is pretty profound. 



 

 

   b.   New birth 
    1)  No human analogy can describe. 
    2)  Adoption: we can love them with their personality and temperament 

of their biology and DNA, but we cannot get into their very nature 
and change it. 

    3)  God can. And God does. 
     a) A love that goes beyond certificates and adoption, which in itself 

is an amazing love that the Apostle Paul talks about. 
     b) To be adopted into God's family would be more than I deserve. 
   c.   John sees even more. 
    1)  God moves in and imparts something of Himself to us so there is a 

family resemblance down to our very nature and DNA! 
    2)  1 John 3:9-10 - seed; born of God 
**God's love grants us a new nature, not a divine nature (we are not God), but a 
nature like God's. We are restored in the very image of God and we become His 
blood-related children. 
  2.  Love that is incomprehensible. 
"The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know Him." 
   a.   World doesn't understand this kind of love, and therefore can’t 

understand or know God 
    1)  World is anchored in, and identity is in, sin 
    2)  Law of sin is that everything becomes ... 
     a) Transactional 
     b) Earned 
     c) Fair 
    John 3:4-5 
   b.  Jesus’ love ... 
    1)  Lacks a transaction, is not earned and has no connection to fairness.   
    2)  World only understands a love that can be earned and exists in a 

transactional context. 
*The love of God cannot be attained by earning and it cannot be paid for by effort or 
wealth. The love of God is offered to all regardless of goodness or badness. All it 
takes to receive is an admission of need. 
  3.  Love that is, in itself, motive. 
1 John 3:2b "... we know that when He appears we shall be like Him ..." 
   a.   Drives us toward purity 
    1)  Positional purity - saved; God declares me righteous 
    2)  Conditional purity - condition of my walk; in or out of step with the 

Spirit; affected my fellowship with God and others. 



 

 

    *Read I John 3:6-8 
   b.   Hope in Christ 
    1)  Solid foundation and has consequence for Christian living 
    2)  To know God does not bring spiritual complacency but  purity of life 

(conditional purity; life lived in the light) 
   c.   Notice the tie in back to loving and hating your brother. 
    1)  Single exchange principle - Anger or peace 
    2)  God is light, no darkness in him. We cannot abide in Christ while 

hating our brother or sister no matter the offense. 
*The motive connects back to being a child of God and the fact I don't deserve this love. 
III. Two tracks 
 A.  World's system: pride. 
  Be lovable - earn/pay - transactional/temporary - pride – bondage 

 
B.  Christ's system: humility. 
  Am loved - present/receive - unconditional/eternal - humility – freedom 

 



 

 

*Jesus came to demonstrate a foreign kind of love that destroyed sin (and the lies 
that accompany) and radically transforms. Unless we experience and accept this kind 
of love the Father has given to us, we will live as slaves to sin and its lies, arriving at a 
slow but sure death. 
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