
 

 

Absolute Confidence July 23, 2017 
Series, “LOVE” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
1 John 5:13-21 
 
I. Introduction  
 A.   Entitled our series “Love” 
  1.   Truth, love, obedience 
  2.  Sonship and fellowship 
 B.   As we close our study of 1 John, please don’t just move on from what God is 

working in you  
  1.   Temptation to file this away as, “Study complete. What’s next?” 
  2.   Write down and review the things that God has been using to transform you 

and keep at it! 
**Did you learn about love or have you become more loving? Forgiving, obedient, 
believing, confessing? All the learning in the world is worthless if it doesn't change 
you.  
II. Absolute Confidence: Three things about surrender. Do you know how we claim 

Modesto? Surrender. The most surrendered person in history had the greatest 
impact. 

 A.   A Spirit-surrendered mind knows and understands truth (verse 13) 
  1.   John’s purpose: know the difference between truth and lies 
   a.   Truth and falsehood exist 
   b.   We can just as easily believe a lie as we can believe a truth - sometimes 

truth is more difficult to believe! 
   c.  The results of believing a lie (in turn creating a false story) is that we 

break fellowship with God - we won’t be as close as we can be 
  2.   Specific truth  
   a.  Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God 
   b.  And that knowing Him results in eternal life 
**If you are struggling with recognizing the difference between truth and lies, you 
need to begin with this question, “Is my mind surrendered to Jesus?” 
**Surrendering our minds (thinking, wisdom) to Jesus will not make you gullible but 
will cause you to rightly discern between truth and lies. 
 B.  A Spirit-surrendered will obeys God (verses 14-15) 
  1.  Prayer is born out of a surrendered will rather than out of our agenda. 
**God’s ear is far more attentive to surrender than to agenda or demands.  
  2.   The foundation of prayer is not need or want but that of obedience. 
   a.   God calls us to ask. 
   b.   God expects us to ask out of a surrendered will. 



 

 

**Another cause of broken fellowship with God is that we disobey His will. 
**If you are struggling with obedience or finding God’s values/expectations difficult, 
begin with, “Is my will truly surrendered to Jesus?” 
**Surrendering our will often means giving up things that we believe are part of us.  
And that’s scary. But know this … God has far more for you. 
 C.  A Spirit-surrendered heart knows and demonstrates God’s love (verses 16-17) 
  1.   We can only truly love others to the extent we have experienced God’s love 

for us. 
  2.   Deep love modeled 
   a.   Praying for others, motivated by experiencing God’s love, for their 

struggle against sin and believing the best about them is one way God 
is transforming us. 

   b.   Our process = confront then maybe pray (but usually not, it’s more of a 
mic drop); God’s design = pray for their strength and forgiveness and 
blessing then maybe confront. 

  3.   “Sin that leads to death” 
   a.  What is this? 
    1)  Specific deadly sin? 
    2)  Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? 
    3)  Total rejection of the Gospel? 
   b.   The STLTD is a state rather than an act. 
    1)  In Scripture, there is no specific act that leads to death other than the 

unforgiving, unpaid-for state of a person in sin (John describes this 
as “remaining in death” throughout this letter.) 

    2)  John reminds us that prayer is not control but communication and 
influence. It does not override the free will of the one prayed for. 

  4.  Verse 17 means that sin, all sin, is serious and if we love one another, then 
we will pray more than we confront. 

**If you struggle with loving others, then you need to begin with, “Have I truly 
surrendered my heart to Jesus?” 
**Evaluation question, do you pray for people more or less than you confront 
them/internally judge them? 
 D.  God’s part (verses 18-20) 
  1.  God changes my pursuit of sin. (verse18) 
   a.  State vs individual acts 
   b.  We are no longer slaves to sin but free to not sin. 
  2.   God changes my DNA verse. (verse 19) 
   a.   Beyond adoption - we have His bloodline 
   b.   We are no longer children of wrath under the world’s power. 



 

 

  3.   God changes my eternity. (verse 20) 
   a.   Back to verse 13 
   b.   We know Jesus and in knowing Him we have absolute confidence of our 

future. 
 E.  “Oh, just one more thing …” 
  1.  Because we are still in the world, there will be constant temptation to 

replace God with other things. 
  2.   So, to those whom I love like a good Father loves his children, keep yourself 

from idols. 
   a.   Anything that occupies the place due to God 
   b.   Like what? 
    1)  Heretical teachers; even good teachers 
    2)  God-substitutes:  Political ideas, social/cultural norms, other loved 

people, or simply the product of our own wishful thinking  
**Other words, love God first. 
III. Conclusion 
 A.   A Spirit-surrendered life knows truth, it obeys God’s will gladly because it has 

experienced God’s incredible love. 
**This is what will define the people in a Gospel community. They are all being 
changed by the Spirit’s activity in their life. 
 B.   We can get there because God has promised to change our pursuit of sin, our 

DNA, and our eternity. 
 
*We are free to be loved and to love freely. 
  
 


