
 

 

The Gospel July 30, 2017 
Series, “The Gospel” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Romans 1:16-17 
 
I. Intro 
 A.   In the beginning God created 
  1.   Everything was good. 
  2.   Then things began to unravel. 
  3.   The “good” that God did was tainted and now separated like oil and water. 
 B.   The problem with the human condition is that we are stillborn and separated 

from the one we were primarily created for! My condition … 
**drunk driving apology 
  1.   So, what does the Creator and Father of humanity do with the human 

condition? 
  2.   God’s response, the Gospel! 
II. The Gospel 
 A.   Romans 1:16-17 
  1.   The Gospel is the power of God on display to save everyone who has 

genuine belief in the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
   a.   Begins with God’s goodness 
   b.   Achieved by Jesus Christ 
   c.   Carried out through the Holy Spirit 
*Author, Agent, Administrator 
  2.   Don’t be ashamed. 
   a.   Why shame?  
    1)  Sinful, unworthy, rebellious, prideful, arrogant, and incapable of 

freeing yourself 
    2)  To accept the Gospel, I acknowledge my weakness, I surrender to 

Jesus, and I declare my dependence. Weakness, surrender, and 
dependence are all things we are taught are bad or negative. 

   b.   The Gospel is our basis for shame and at the same time it is also my 
basis for freedom from shame! 

Hebrews 12:1-2 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” 



 

 

    1)  Jesus experienced the shame of sin and the freedom that comes 
through the cross as the agent of the Gospel. 

    2)  We, however, experience that same shame and freedom through the 
cross as a recipient! 

**We may be shamed in our lifetime but we will never be ashamed because the 
Gospel is God’s power for salvation - vindication through faith in Christ! 
  3.   Power of God for salvation 
   a.   God is not an angry, unreasonable, out-to-get-us God. 
    1)  God uses his power not to destroy you, but to find a way to save you. 
    2)  God applies His power to everyone, not just the desirables. (What if 

you had the power to save? Who would you save?) 
   b.   Salvation 
    1)  Human condition without grace - hopeless 
    2)  So, God planned our redemption - before even cooling  off! 
    3) In Christ, God paid the penalty of our condition. 
    4)  The Holy Spirit works to convict and after we surrender, He works to 

keep us and purify us for eternity. 
**The Gospel doesn’t just say, “The love of God saved us,” but gets deep inside the 
love of God and shows us how God deals with the real problems of human history 
driven by His love consistent with His nature. 
  4.   Righteousness of God 
   a.   The righteousness of God is the problem for sinners and at the same 

time the solution.  
    1)  God is righteous (remember God is light (holiness)). 
    2)  God demands righteousness from us. We don’t and can’t measure 

up - not one of us! 
    3)  God gives us His righteousness through Jesus Christ. 
    4)  We live by faith knowing and believing that What Jesus did is enough. 
**God giving us the very thing His perfection demands from us! 
   b.   Two sides of righteousness 
    1)  The death of Christ revealed God’s righteousness by punishing sin. 
    2)  The resurrection of Christ revealed God’s righteousness by making 

salvation available to the believing sinner! 
*Q: How can a holy God ever forgive sinners and still be holy? 
A: The Gospel. God, through the death and resurrection of Christ is both just and 
justifier (Romans 3:26) 
“It was to show His righteousness at the present time, so that He might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” 
   c.   The righteous live by faith 



 

 

“"Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live 
by his faith.” (Habakkuk 2:4) 
    1)  Habakkuk 2:4 reminds the prophet that the person who is part of 

God’s covenant people will experience God’s blessing and His ways 
through faithfulness to God and his covenant 

    2)  Paul then uses Hab 2:4 in light of its intended fulfillment with the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 

    3)  We live in faith, knowing that we are righteous, not because we are 
good but because God is good. 

**Life before God requires surrender and a belief that God is for us! 
III.  Next steps 
 A.   Over the coming weeks, we are going to unpack the power of God and His 

righteousness - the Gospel. 
  1.   God created you. 
  2.   God deeply loves you. 
  3.   God pursues you in Christ. 
**Love and Time doodle** 
 B.   Simply put, the Gospel says, what we have to have, but could not 

create/supply/perform, God gave freely - His own righteousness and He will be 
faithful to the very end.  

  1.   God the author 
  2.   Jesus the agent 
  3.   Holy Spirit the administrator 
 
Salvation offer… 
Prayer… 


