
 

 

God’s Abiding Nature July 9, 2017 
Series, “LOVE” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
1 John 4:7-21 
 
Part I: 1 John 4:7-8 
A. God’s Nature 
 1.  God is spirit - His essence (John 4:24) 
  a. Not flesh and blood 
  b. Not limited by time and space 
 2. God is light - His holiness (1 John 1:5) 
  a. No darkness in Him at all 
  b. Darkness = pride; light = humility 
 3. God is love - His drive  
  a. Does not mean love is God 
   1) “People who are in love” does not necessarily match up with the love 

that is described here. 
   2) Love does not define God, God defines love. 
  b. God-defined love 
   1) Light = holy love 
   2) Spirit = not limited by the here and now - it is a long love, not short sighted! 
**God’s character is always consistent. He never loves with an impure or selfish love 
or judges without holy love as a motivation. 
B.  Anyone who has been born of God and actually knows God will be characterized 

by this kind of love.  
 
Part II: 1 John 4:9-11 
A.  God’s nature revealed in Christ 
 1.  God’s love in action resulted in sending Jesus Christ. 
 2.  Jesus was sent for two primary reasons. 
  a.  That we might live through Him 
   1)  Dead in sin; need is for life 
   2)  Christ entered into our death to give us life - exchanged Himself for us 

even though many will reject His sacrifice. 
  b.  That He might be the propitiation for us 
   1) He was sent, from the deep love of God, to bear our punishment for sin 

and be the One Who removes the wrath of God from us. 
   2)  Completely in line with His nature of light and love 
    a)  Won’t just ignore our sin 
    b)  Won’t condemn without first great sacrifice on His part 



 

 

 3.  The revelation of Christ compels us to love out of gratitude and appreciation. 
  a.  Duty = “I have to, so I will be a good soldier.” 
  b.  Gratitude/appreciation: “I want to because I am overwhelmed by Your 

graciousness.” 
**If I am stuck at duty, then the question becomes, “Have I really experienced God’s 
love?” 
B. Communion 
 1.  We are going to corporately remember God’s love for us and the sacrificial 

death of Jesus. 
 2.  Communion - remember that … 
  a.  Jesus came that we might have life. 
  b.  Jesus came to be a propitiation for us (our sins). 
 3.  During this time, please focus on the kind of love God loves you with. 
 
Part III: 1 John 4:12-21 
A. God’s nature is abiding in us. 
 1.  God’s great plan of salvation ends with Him making His home in us! 
  a.  Not satisfied to just tell us he loves us. 
  b.  Not even satisfied to show us He loves us. 
**God’s desire is to abide, make His home in us! I can’t emphasize this enough. John 
uses abide 6 times in verses 12-16! 
 2.  While God abides in us He is also perfecting his love in us. 
  a.  Greater love 
  b.  Deeper belief (confession) 
 3.  The result of God’s abiding in us is a confidence (not fear) that spans eternity. 
B.  Loving others unpacked 
 1.  Humbly celebrate the goodness of God in others (1 John 3:11-14) 
“For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love 
one another. We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his 
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his 
brother's righteous. Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. We know 
that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever 
does not love abides in death.” 
  a.  Loving others means celebrating God’s fingerprints in their lives. 
  b.  Temptation: to avoid or criticize others when their lives expose  
 weaknesses in my life. 
  c.  Love is glad when others make transformational progress in Christ. 
  d.  Rejoice, compliment, be inspired, and don’t resent. Love is humble. 
 2.  Meeting the needs of others - even at a personal cost  



 

 

“By this we know love, that He laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in 
need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? Little 
children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.” (1 John 3:16-18) 
  a.  Practical, present, and patient ways with eternity in mind 
  b.  Even when it bears a cost for me 
  c.  Recognize God’s ownership and my stewardship. 
C.  Live love 
 1.  Dr. G Campbell Morgan 
  a.  One of the greatest preachers of the late 19th and early 20th century 
  b.  Deep impact on biblical preaching even today 
  c.  Had five sons who also became preachers of the Gospel 
 2. “Which of you six is the best preacher?” 
  a.  The united answer, “Mother” 
  b.  While she never formally preached a sermon, her life was a constant 

sermon on the love of God. 
**God’s transforming power in our lives doesn’t just change our behavior or what we 
believe. God’s transforming power in our lives effectively changes our very nature 
and we become like Jesus. The evidence? A life lived as a sermon on the love of God. 
 
Pray 


