
 

 

Transformation September 10, 2017 
Series, “The Gospel” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Romans 5:20-6:11 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Last week… 
  1.   Turned the corner from having no real influence to being a decision-maker 
  2.   Truth: God loves you; you are created by God in His image; Christ paid  

 in full what you owed. 
  3.   Salvation is your move. 
 B.   This week 
  1.   Salvation: finished product or the very beginning? 
  2.   Salvation is the first decision of a new life, not the end result. 
   a.   Expectation of a baby–very little 
   b.   Expectation of a new believer–it should be very little but it is often, “Fix 

everything I don’t like today.” 
  3.   Salvation is the beginning of a life-long transformation process. 
   a.   I don’t care what you were; transformation is hard 
   b.   God’s love runs so deep that He not only wants to save you but He wants 

to grow you as well 
II. Transformation Principle (Romans 5:20-21) 
 A.  Grace always beats sin. 
  1.  Grace only offered through Jesus Christ 
  2.  Super-abounding grace reigning over sin, death, and Hell. 
 B.   The glory of the triumphant grace of God, through the righteousness of Christ, 

frees us from sin and guilt and condemnation and it gives us a never-ending 
life of experiences greater than anything we could ask for or imagine. 

*Grace is the engine of transformation. 
 C. You know who doesn't like grace? 
  1. Those who want their works, behavior, morality, or lineage to be the engine 

of transformation… 
  2. Problem: none of those can power transformation; none of those are enough. 
III. The “how” of transformation (Romans 6:1-11) 
 A.  Salvation and Transformation (Romans 6:1-2) 
 
  1.  Salvation (legal matter)   Transformation (living relationship) 
  Substitution: Christ died for me  Identification: I died with Christ 
  He died for my sins    He died to sin 
  He paid sins penalty   He broke sins power 



 

 

  Justification: righteousness imputed Sanctification: righteousness   
    (put on my account)   imparted (made part of my life) 
  Saved by Christ’s death   Saved by Christ’s life 
  2.   What happened to Christ happened to me. (Romans 6:3-4) 
   a.   Baptism 
    1)  Literal: immersed in water 
    2)  Figurative: identified with 
*Paul had both in mind here, that at salvation we are immediately born into the family 
of God when we trust Jesus. The sacrament of baptism is our way of visually 
remembering and declaring that truth. 
   b.  Ephesians 2:1-10 
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following 
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is 
now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and 
raised us up with Him and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
so that in the coming ages He might show the immeasurable riches of His grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 
    1)  Ephesians 2:6: are already seated … 
    2)  Ephesians 2:10: we are the “works” and we walk (transform) as we 

live in Christ 
   c.   Colossians 1:1-4 
“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” 
    1)  Colossians 1:1 Transformation is seeking things above 
    2)  Colossians 1:3 my life is hidden (covered/within) with Christ  
*The reality of salvation is that we are no longer dead in sin but alive to live a new life 
in Christ (transformation!) 
 B.   The in-between (Colossians 1:5-10) 
  1.  We tend to live in the in-between. 



 

 

   a.   Egypt and Canaan: saved but never satisfied (because a lack of 
obedience, surrender, trust) 

   b.   Good Friday and Easter: believing in the cross but never entering into 
the power of the resurrection 

  2.   Doodle: Transformation 
*Grace means that our scars are reminders of God’s love and power and promise to 
His people! 
*The scars that sin left on Jesus hands were the compelling evidence that death had 
been defeated. Will you allow your scars to do the same? 
 C.  The way forward (Romans 6:11) 
  1.   Doesn’t mean: we no longer have the capacity to sin. 
  2.   Does mean: We are delivered from the absolute tyranny of sin and able to 

step by step, moment by moment, transform. 
*Dead to sin, alive to God in Christ. 
IV. What’s next? 
 A.  Universal Studios  
 B.  You have a choice. 
  1.  Will you let grace define your scars? 
  2.  Will you walk into the life Christ bought for you in God? 
 
 
  


