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I. Introduction 
 A.   The Gospel 
  1.   The Gospel is not just a mere reversal or reset of what happened, it is a 

story that proves God loved from the very beginning. God was willing to 
give what He did not owe to prove what He didn’t have to prove. 

  2.   The ultimate result of the Gospel is that we have God’s righteousness.  
   a.   God’s wrath has been satisfied. 
   b.   We are redeemed and restored as children of God. 
 B.   Today, we complete our study but not our journey. 
  1.   We live the results of the Gospel every day 
  2.   We experience a deeper understanding of the Gospel every day. 
II. Joy  
 A.  The joy-filled debt (vs 12-13) 
  1.   Only as far as we surrender to the Holy Spirit are we able to experience life. 
*The fullness of my experience is connected to my surrender. 
  2.   The Holy Spirit is the One Who will give continuous victory over sin and the 

forces of the world around you. 
*The debt the Gospel creates is not something to pay back, it is something that you 
and I keep receiving! 
 B.   Spectacular and scary (v 17) 
  1.   Spectacular: all the children of God are also heirs (inheritance) 
  2.   Scary: as heirs, we suffer with Christ 
*Almost all good news is spectacular and scary: acceptance to college, beginning a 
new job, buying your first home, getting married, becoming a parent, etc. 
  3.   Children of God - how do I know I’m one? 
 C.   The Spirit’s testimony (v 16) 
  1.   The Holy Spirit leads us. (v 14) 
   a.   Not just guided by but to be under the dominating influence of            

the Spirit 
*What or who is the dominating influence in your life? 
   b.   Led (exactly “willingly led”). I increasingly choose the influence   
 of the Holy Spirit in my life. 
  2.   The Holy Spirit affirms us. (v 15) 



   a.   Confidence to call God, Papa, the highest sense of filial intimacy – what 
Jesus called God, we get to as well. 

*Who do you cry out to? 
   b.   The Holy Spirit gives us an implanted sense of intimacy that abolishes all 

bondage and fear. 
 D.  The Children of God (vs 17-18) 
  1.   Spectacular and scary means that as heirs, we receive an inheritance from 

Papa Creator and that we are going to suffer for it (you are going to have a 
baby and you will suffer for it) 

  2.   Two sides to being an heir 
   a.   This inheritance is so great that it makes every trouble in life seem small 

in comparison 
    1)  The world 
“The Earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell 
therein,” (Psalm 24:1) 
 
“For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did 
not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith.” (Romans 4:13) 
 
“So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or 
Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, and 
you are Christ's, and Christ is God's.” (1 Corinthians 3:21-23) 
    2)  God Himself  
“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God 
is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be His people, and God Himself will 
be with them as their God.’” (Revelation 21:3) 
    3)  New bodies  
“For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 
childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies.” (Romans 8:22-23) 
   b.   What is this suffering? 
“And He said to all, ‘If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow Me.’” (Luke 9:23) 
 
“Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,” (2 
Timothy 3:12) 
 



“’For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he 
receives.’ It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For 
what son is there whom his father does not discipline?” (Hebrews 12:6-7) 
 
“But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be 
glad when his glory is revealed.” (1 Peter 4:13) 
   c.  Suffering = all the groaning that comes with the futility of this fallen 

world - persecution, calamity, disease, and death… (getting harder to 
be biblical; Harvey, Irma, etc,; cancer) 

*It’s any suffering you meet on the road to Heaven and endure trusting Jesus!  
Anything that might destroy your faith and lead you away from God has, at the same 
time the purpose of pointing you toward hope (dual design).  Romans 8:18-25 
 E.   Why suffering then inheritance? 
  1.   God loves us enough to place His image in us and send Jesus to die in our 

place for our sins. 
  2.   The world refuses to give up its grip and wants us to believe that we are 

“ok” without God’s righteousness and that we can trust ourselves and       
our stuff. 

  3.   Without suffering, we will not break away from our love of comfort and 
security and pleasures of this world.  

“For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in 
Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life 
itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to 
make us rely not on ourselves but on God Who raises the dead.” (2 Corinthians 1:8-9) 
*Suffering is God’s great mercy to unmask the lies of the fallen world. 
*But remember this: our inheritance in Christ makes every trouble in this life shrink 
after we have waited patiently for it. One day our hope will break out into our 
experience! 
III. The Gospel summarized 



 A.  The Nest 
 B.  Next: This is Us 
  1.  CrossPoint exists because of the Gospel 
  2.  The staff is here because the gospel is being revealed in our lives 
  3.  We want to celebrate the work of the gospel here at CrossPoint 
   a.  The gospel is not only information and teaching  
   b.  The gospel is the real-time transformation of you and me 
Don’t miss out.  Be here next week to see how the gospel is happening because this 
gospel is us. 
 


