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I. Intro 
 A.   Last week 
  1.   God’s design 
   a.   Grow to full maturity 
   b.   Experience unity 
  2.   Reality of stewardship 
   a.   From the beginning, God showed interest in the gifts of His children. 
   b.  God responds to the gifts of His children. 
   c.  Not all gifts are the same to God. 
 B.  Illustration of father, child, and plastic donuts 
  1.  Giving is, at its core, relational. 
  2.  Giving impacts both the giver and the receiver. 
II. Principles of Acceptable Giving (Genesis 4:4-5) 
 A.   When it comes to our gifts, the amount matters. 
  1.   The worshiper and the offering are connected as one. 
   a.  Matthew 6:19-21 - Christ as treasure 
“"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on Earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in Heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
   b.  My giving must impact my lifestyle in order to get my heart’s attention. If 

my heart isn’t engaged, then it’s not worship (singing and my heart) 
  2.   The “amount matters” differently depending on God’s blessing and your 

faith. 
   a.  Luke 21:1-4 
“Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, and He saw 
a poor widow put in two small copper coins. And He said, ‘Truly, I tell you, this poor 
widow has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.’” 
   b.   “Matter” does not equal “amount.” 
   c.   Q: Does the amount I’m giving matter to me? Is what I’m giving 

important to me? (Getting rid of stuff to Goodwill…) 
**When my giving gets my heart’s attention, it gets God’s attention. 
 B.  When it comes to our gifts, we determine the amount. 
  1.  Spiritual maturity and metrics (as we mature, we need less metrics) 



 

 

   a.   Prayer, Bible study, love, self-control, doing good, patience, etc.– 
assumption is that we are always increasing. 

   b.  Yet, in giving we tend to want a standard. 
**It is always easier to follow rules than to follow a living God. 
  2.  God is relational, not transactional. 
   a.   The tithe standard is a great metric for someone new in their faith. 
   b.  Again, the expectation is that we grow in our relationship with God and 

that includes how we view and do giving and generosity. 
  3.  There are eight gift categories in the Old Testament Law 
   a.   Four were determined by the Law (Guilt, Firstborn, Temple tax, and 

Tithe). 
   b.   Four were determined by the giver (Peace, Vows, First-fruits, and gifts to 

the poor). 
  4.   2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is 
able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 
times, you may abound in every good work.” 
   a.   How do you want your life characterized? Sparing or abundant? 
   b.   Decide in your heart (connected to your treasure) as a child comes to a 

father. 
   c.   God is the One Who blesses. 
 C.   God desires that everyone give according to their abilities. 
  1.   God sees you not through the eyes of a celestial bill collector, but through 

the eyes of a loving father. 
  2.   Macedonian churches (Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-12) 
   a.  God gives grace to give (v 1) 
   b.   Our giving does not have to match our circumstances, it matches our 

grace (vs 2-3). 
   c.   Childlike giving (vs 4-5) 
   d.   Maturing process (v 7) 
   e.   Giving from what we have, not from what we don’t have (v 12)** 
**Notice that, in the Macedonia churches, giving was not a transaction but a 
relationship with God and with the Body of Christ. 
 D.  The condition of the giver’s heart makes the gift pleasing to God. 
  1.   Tension: Our gifts are like plastic donuts to God. 
   a.   Our gifts are not acceptable (remember Cain?) without our hearts being 

present. 



 

 

   b.  But without our gifts, our hearts cannot fully express our love for God. 
  2.   Without a heart that pleases God, our gifts have limited value and without 

gifts that please God, our hearts expression is limited. 
III. Conclusion 
 A.  Review 
  1.  The amount matters. 
  2.  We determine the amount. 
  3.  Give according to our ability. 
  4.  Condition of our heart gives it weight. 
 B.  Giving = Worship 
  1. Our giving can be a transaction or it can be worship–just like our   
 singing can be noise or it can be worship; our Bible study can be    
 information or it can be worship. 
  2.  Does God have your heart, is He your treasure? Is your giving in step   
 with your spiritual maturity and is it worship? 
 


