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Philemon 1-7 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.  You, our church, and the family of God 
  1.   Your identity in Christ, anchored in the Imago Dei and the indwelling of  

 the Holy Spirit 
  2.   Our church is made up of individuals who are (1) created in the Imago Dei 

and (2) many in-dwelt by the Holy Spirit. 
  3.  Family of God is made up of local churches around the world. 
**Therefore, we all think alike and always get along …? 
 B.   Are you a biblical Christian with a biblical faith?   
  1.   We all have a biblical-cultural faith and God’s intent is to transform us over 

time to have a purely biblical faith. 
  2.  Biblical faith is the unedited, undiluted Gospel, which results in having the 

mind of Christ 
  3.  Cultural faith is an identity that is given to us from the culture we have 

grown up in - we all have a cultural faith and that cultural faith does not 
always (actually often does not) agree with biblical faith. 

 C.  Believing in Christ joins us to other believers in an intimate family unit. This new 
relationship dictates how those other relationships are to be lived out, we bear 
the responsibility for one another. Paul writes as a reminder to us of the 
communitarian aspects of Christianity that many of us, in our individualistic 
cultures, so easily forget. 

**In Christ, we belong to one another; we enjoy each other's company and support; 
and we are obligated to support our brothers and sisters to the point of sacrificing 
our own time, interests, and money. 
II.  Philemon’s Character (vs 1-7) 
 A.  Vs 1-3: The Greeting 
  1.  Paul, a prisoner 
   a.  One of the letters Paul wrote form his incarceration in Rome 
   b.  Significance of “prisoner” vs apostle (most common title of Paul) 
    1)  Sacrifice for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
    2)  Paul has emptied himself of his rights as an example for  Philemon 

(and us) to also waive our rights for the right reasons (just because 
it's a right doesn't make it right). 

    3)  “of Christ” suggests that Paul is not imprisoned merely by a human 
decision but he is in prison because of and at the direction of Christ. 



 

 

  2.  While a personal letter, it is to be shared in the local body of believers 
whom Paul also greets. 

  3.  Grace and peace - more than just a salutation 
   a.   Prayerful concern that Philemon and those in his household may 

understand and appreciate more fully God’s grace in which they stand 
and the peace God has established with them 

   b.  This letter is about transformation, not just information! 
 B.  Vs 4-7: The Encouragement 
  1.  Paul’s constant prayers for and information about Philemon 
   a.  Paul prays for Philemon from a position of gratitude and appreciation. 
   b.  Paul presently hears good reports about Philemon’s character and 

godliness. 
  2.  Basis of Paul’s gratitude: “… love and of the faith you have toward the Lord 

Jesus and for all the saints.” 
   a.  Usually uses, “faith and love” 
   b.  Let’s get nerdy … 
    1)  Chiastic structure 
    2)  A Love 
        B Faith 
     B Lord Jesus 
        A  Lord’s people 
**Love towards God’s people is the evidence of our faith in God, or, faith in God 
results in love toward God’s people. 
  3.   Verse 6 - What? 
   a.   Paraphrase: Philemon, I am praying that the mutual participation that 

arises from your faith in Christ might become effective in leading you to 
understand and put into practice all the good that God wills for us and 
that is found in our community. And do all this for the sake of Christ. 

   b.  When people believe in Christ, they become identified with one another 
in an intimate association and incur both the benefits and 
responsibilities of that communion. This what Paul means by koinonia 
(fellowship). 

**The faith that Christians share produces a fellowship, or a participation with one 
another, that Paul is praying might become more effective in Philemon’s case. It is a 
fellowship produced by faith that trumps his culture. Is my faith stronger than my 
cultural beliefs when it comes to unity and division? Is “one in Christ” a weak platitude 
or a reality that Christ caused by laying down His life? 
  4.  Paul’s experience illustrates this with Philemon 
III. Observations 



 

 

 A.   About Philemon 
  1.   Philemon is a godly man who has faith in Jesus Christ resulting in his love 

for others. 
  2.  This being true, Paul says that there is room (actually a need) to grow, for his 

faith and love to become more effective (mature). 
  3.  Q: How can Philemon, a man who is confirmed by Paul to have faith in 

Christ and exhibits love toward others, be an owner of slaves? 
   a.   I’m not going to answer that today, unless you want to just do next 

week’s sermon right now–anyone up for another 40 minutes? 
   b.  I do want you to know, however, that the answer is not as simple as, 

“Slavery was different back then …” but has to do with Philemon’s 
biblical-cultural faith. 

 B.  About us 
  1.  God’s intent with us is to transform us so that we have the mind of Christ - 

that we think like Jesus. But at the same time, our culture (every culture, not 
just mine and yours) intends to push us to think culturally first. To a degree, 
that has been successful with all of us. 

  2.   As Jesus followers, this new relationship  (our relationship with Christ) is 
what ultimately matters and it dictates the way we then relate to one 
another. The cultural conditioning or realities must be seen as trivial in 
comparison with eternal, spiritual realities–first and foremost that we are 
one in Christ–my ethnicity, economics, politics, morality, experience, etc. 

IV. Challenge 
 A.  Re-read Philemon 
 B.  Begin to think about the things you deeply believe and hold dear about 

people and about life. Begin to ask yourself questions about those things, 
whether they are standing on the foundation of Scripture or are they on the 
foundation of culture. 

 C.  Come back prayed up and ready to hear from God. 


