
 

 

Zacchaeus December 3, 2017 
Series, “Welcome Home” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Luke 19:1-10 
 
I. Welcome Home 
 A.  Our Christmas environment 
  1.   What would you do if you knew Jesus was going to visit your home today? 
  2.   Everything about Christmas, as we see in God’s Word, is about how Jesus is 

bringing us home. 
 B.  In the next few weeks, we will see some examples of those whom God desires 

to welcome Him. 
II. Zacchaeus 
 A.   What we know and what we can surmise about Zacchaeus (vs 1-3) 
  1.   Zacchaeus was notably “small in stature.” 
   a.   BuzzFeed 
    -Cars aren’t made for you. 
    -You can never see at concerts. 
    -You are probably going to make less money than other people.  
    -Kitchens weren’t made for you. 
    -Your feet never get to rest on the ground. 
    -They always make you sit in the front during group photos. 
    -Hugs are always awkward. 
   b.   Anything outside the norm presented huge challenges. 
  2.   Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector. 
   a.   Very wealthy 
   b.   Made up for his stature in power - but not respect 
   c.   Tax collectors were deeply disliked and considered traitors.    
   d. Regularly called sinners along with prostitutes and criminals 
**Strength and Shame Doodle ~ God desires to do significant things through what 
we see as impossible walls in our lives 
   e. Zacchaeus was deeply wounded and gave up on being who he should 

have been. Rather than seeing his scars as a strength, he saw them as his 
shame and chose to hide and cover with money and power. 

   f. Hurt people hurt people to feel better. 
 B.   The Encounter (vs 4-6, 10) 
  1.   Why seek Jesus? 
   a.   Did he hear about Jesus from Matthew? 
   b.   Was Matthew praying for him? 



 

 

   c.   Had Zacchaeus become weary of wealth and started to yearn for 
something better? 

**Don’t know. What we do know is that he set aside what little (if any) self-respect he 
had and made sure he got a glimpse of Jesus. 
  2.  Jesus saw him. 
   a.   Divine agenda 
    1)  Recognized and called by name 
    2)  Hurry and come down. 
    3)  “Must” stay at your house (only instance in the four Gospels that 

Jesus invites Himself to stay at someone’s house) 
   b.   Heart of the Gospel (vs 5, 10) 
    1)  Every other religion does this backwards - you have to seek God. 

Your level of effort and goodness will determine your discovery of 
the divine. 

    2)  We live on a planet full of seekers - tree-climbers, maneuvering 
ourselves to gain some advantage, to achieve some perspective to find 
personal peace and make up for all that we aren’t and will never be. 

    3)  And then along came Jesus. 
     a)  We are lost in our seeking until Jesus says, “Hurry and come down.” 
     b)  Stop searching. Stop trying to save yourself. Jesus has come to 

seek and save the lost, to find and restore. 
**I have left my home to welcome you home. 
  3.  Joyful reception 
   a.   Immediate response  
   b.  Joyful reception seems to have implications of faith on Zacchaeus’s part. 
 C.  The crowd, Zacchaeus, and Jesus (vs 7-9) 
  1.  The Crowd 
   a.  Jesus’ invitation to Zacchaeus unmasked the true face of the crowd. 
   b.  The crowd wasn’t actually any more like Jesus then Zacchaeus was. 
   c.   Jesus’ ministry was marked by breaking down barriers, challenging 

cultural faith/beliefs, and reaching out to the rejected and ostracized - 
even when those rejected were in sin. Reflecting this is, in part, what it 
means to become like Jesus.   

  2.   Zacchaeus 
   a.   “Stood” - immediate decision in the light of Jesus’ invitation and the 

crowd’s reaction 
   b.  Mosaic Law regarding theft 
    1)  If a thief voluntarily confessed  
     -restore what they took 



 

 

     -add 1/5 to its value 
     -bring a trespass offering to the Lord 
    2)  If something was taken that cannot be restored, then they had to 

repay fourfold. 
   c.   Zacchaeus didn’t negotiate or go with the minimum but went to the 

highest price according to the Law. 
  3.   Jesus 
   a.   Jesus’ statement was to Zacchaeus but for the benefit of the crowd. 
   b.   Salvation - evidence of the heart condition of Zacchaeus - he came home 
   c.   Son of Abraham 
    1)  Jesus specialized in not only bridging the gap between  people and 

God but also between people and people. 
*Does He still specialize in that today? 
    2)  “Son of Abraham” challenged the crowd to see Zacchaeus in a 

different way 
    3)  Clarification: Jesus’ statement was not referring Zacchaeus being 

racially descended from Abraham but in heart and spirit from the 
evidence of fruit in keeping with repentance and having responded 
in faith to Jesus. 

III. Coming home  
 A.   What’s in a name? 
  1.   Zacchaeus = righteous one, a name he was not living up to 
  2.   Righteousness is not something we do for God. Righteousness is 

something God does for us, perfectly, in Christ. 
**Jesus is bringing Zacchaeus home, first to God and then to God’s family! 
 B.   Now to us 
  1.   Your trauma, wounds, and scars do not disqualify you from being 

welcomed home. 
  2.  Jesus covers all of these and calls you home just as you are because He is 

the One Who changes us. We no longer have to be those tree-climbers 
trying to make up for all inadequacies and sins.   

  3.  Don’t let anything keep you from fully experiencing Jesus and the deep 
fellowship of his family (the Body of Christ) 

   a. In the family but estranged ... 
   b.  Outside the family but want to be welcomed home … 


