
 

 

The Three Women December 17, 2017 
Series, “Welcome Home” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Luke 8:1-3 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Stranger, Guest, Family 
 B.   When we are welcomed home, we become part of a family. We are no longer 

strangers or guests and enter into the life of the home. 
  1.   We all begin our lives as strangers because of sin’s separation. 
  2.   At some point we are invited to be a guest to come and see what biblical 

family is all about. 
  3.   Then, if we are willing to step into forgiveness and surrender, we become 

part of God’s family with full sonship and inheritance. 
*When we become family, we move from observers to a vital and valued partnership - 
not like a business but like marriage. 
II. Luke 8:1-3 
 A.  What we know 
  1. All were welcomed home by Jesus. 
  2.  All chose to follow Jesus. 
  3.  All responded in leveraging their resources for Jesus. 
 B.  The three women 
  1.  Mary Magdalene 
   a.   Far from home - life defined by demon possession (Seven demons; 

completeness) 
   b.   Jesus delivered her and welcomed her home. 
   c.   She was present at the crucifixion (Luke 23:49) 
“And all His acquaintances and the women who had followed Him from Galilee stood 
at a distance watching these things.” 
   d. She was present at the tomb. (Luke 23:55-24:10) 
   e. She was the first to see the resurrected Jesus. (John 20:11-18) 
“But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into 
the tomb. And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, 
one at the head and one at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 
weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid Him.’ Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are 
you weeping? Whom are you seeking?’ Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said 
to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will 
take Him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ She turned and said to him in Aramaic, 



 

 

‘Rabboni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not cling to Me, for I have 
not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brothers and say to them, “I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”’ Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’—and that He had said 
these things to her.” 
*Once the demons were gone, Mary found love, purpose, and a welcome home that 
changed her life. 
  2.   Joanna 
   a.   Wife of Chuza , CFO of Herod Antipas 
   b.   Herod Antipas 
    1)  Son of Herod the Great (slaughtered baby boys) 
    2)  Not as bad but weak, indecisive, and easily influenced by others 
    3)  Redeeming quality: feared and protected John the Baptist because 

he believed him to be a man of God (Mark 6:20) 
“And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she 
could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and 
he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard 
him gladly.” 
    4)  Mandan (foster brother) ended up being a teacher in the early church. 
   c.   Wealthy, privileged, and not well 
    1)  Infirmity that doctors and magicians couldn’t fix 
    2)  Sought out Jesus 
    3)  Risked to find physical and mental wholeness but Jesus  offered her 

much more... 
    4)  Influenced Herod’s household 
   d.   Church history and traditions 
    1)  Scholars believe that Joanna was in the Upper Room (Acts 1:12-14) 
“Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. And when they had entered, they went up 
to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and 
Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All these with one accord were 
devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and his brothers.” 
    2)  One of the first missionaries (Romans 16:7) 
“Greet Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners. They are well 
known to the apostles, and they were in Christ before me.” 
    3)  Tradition says that she was eventually imprisoned and persecuted for 

Jesus’ sake 



 

 

*Once the pain cleared, Joanna found love, purpose, and a welcome home that 
changed her life. 
  3.   Susanna  
   a.   We know virtually nothing about Susanna. 
   b.   What we do know is ... 
    1) She loved Jesus. 
    2) She followed Jesus. 
    3) She leveraged what she had for Jesus. 
*If that’s all that you’re known for in this world, would that be enough? Bob’s funeral ... 
*Once she met Jesus, Susanna found love, purpose, and a welcome home that 
changed her life. 
III. What we learn 
 A.  There is nothing so bad in our lives that can keep Jesus from welcoming us  
  home. 
  1.   Demons (significance of seven), infirmity, or fill in the blank 
  2.   Jesus loves you beyond your demons, infirmities, or whatever it is that you 

believe defines you. 
 B.  There is nothing more satisfying than living fully for Jesus because we know  
  we are home. 
  1.   Mary’s unfiltered devotion and Joanna’s unlimited generosity remind us 

that being truly welcomed home results in whole life, joyful surrender. 
  2.   There is no measure of what Jesus has done for us in offering us our true 

home. 
IV. Challenge 
 A.  Questions to ask 
  1.  How do I see myself in reference to God, a stranger, a guest, or family? 
  2.  What have you allowed Jesus to do for you? 
  3.  Susanna loved, followed, and leveraged what she had for Jesus. Can that be 

said about you? 
  4.  How can you participate with Jesus in welcoming others home? 
 B.   Pray 


