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I. Intro 
 A.  Global staff homecoming 
 B.   Our motivation for missions and for evangelism must be that Christ is worth  
  more than anything else I can attain and He is that for every person who   
  presently lives. 
  1.  There are many motivations for doing what we do. 
  2.  Even as believers, Jesus’ worth is not always the motivation. 
II.  Philippians 1:19-21 
 A.   Verses 19-20 
  1.  Background to Paul’s current situation 
   a.   Advancement of the Gospel  
   b.   Those preaching the gospel 
    1)  Some out of love 
    2)  Some out of selfish ambition/envy 
   c.   Bottom line - The knowledge and accessibility of Jesus is more 

important than Paul’s ego, reputation, or freedom. 
  2.   Paul’s faith in what God will do  
   a.  Will be delivered  
   b.   Will not be ashamed 
   c.   Christ will be honored 
  3.   Paul’s confidence 
   a.   Prayers of the church 
   b.   Spirit of Jesus Christ (Holy Spirit) provides whatever is needed to meet 

life’s demands. 
   c.   Life or death are not determining factors. 
**How important are our prayers for one another? How important are our prayers for 
those serving Christ in difficult situations? Paul, the missionary, says that it is in the top 
two. The other is the very presence and power of the Holy Spirit. 
 B.  Verse 21 
  1.   We love our lives more than we should and we fear death more than we 

should, therefore we treasure Christ less than we should. 
   a.   Jesus’ value is what it is regardless of what you or I believe about it. 
   b.   The problem is that we tend to overvalue everything else. 
  2.   Our culture: Our god is comfort and suffering is a problem to be 

solved/eradicated. 
   a.   To live is my family/my job/my talent/my right. 



 

 

   b.   To live is my version of Christ. 
   c.   “Die is gain” is an unusual and absent concept 
    1)  Conversation with neighbor 
    2)  Paul’s statement is the anticipation of being free from all fear and 

hesitation in Christ - and that only happens in death. 
  3.  To live is Christ 
   a.   Paul’s motivation is to magnify Jesus Christ. 
    1)  How can a mere human magnify Jesus? 
    2)  At best, are we not dim and distorted reflectors? 
   b.  Stars and telescopes 
    1)  Stars are much bigger than the telescope and yet the telescope 

magnifies them and brings them closer. 
    2)  Our lives (as Jesus followers) are much smaller than Jesus but we live 

as telescopes that bring Christ close to people. 
III.  Further thinking 
 A.  Questions to answer.. 
  1.   Do I believe, and does how I live my life reflect, that Jesus is worth more 

than anything else I can attain? Do I believe that about other people? 
  2.   Recognizing the significance Paul places on believers’ prayers, am I 

regularly praying for those serving Christ? Check out the stuff about our 
global staff. 

  3.  Does the way I live my life bring Jesus closer to the people I come into  
   contact with? Who am I magnifying Jesus for? 
 B.   Pray 
 


