
 

 

The Hand of God February 18, 2018 
Series, “Seed to Sequoia” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Ruth 1-4 
 
I.  Introduction 
 A.  Ruth: The life surrendered to Jesus is not a straight line to perfection and  
  satisfaction but it always gets there eventually. 
 B.  Providence 
  1.  God’s ongoing relationship with His creation and how He sustains  
   it and governs it 
  2.  However, we do not ignore peoples’ good or bad intentions, words, or  
   actions. 
*School shooting in Florida  
   a.   The believer, being convinced that all things pass through God’s hands, 

will look to God as the primary designer while also giving attention to 
secondary designers in their proper place. 

   b.   In the same evil act, the life surrendered to Jesus will consider God’s 
righteousness and man’s wickedness. 

*Our main focus is on God’s purposes not man’s intentions. 
II. Providence in Ruth 
 A.  Setting: time of the Judges 
  1.  Cycle: people sin; God disciplines by sending enemies; people cry out; 

God restores Israel by raising a Judge and delivers His people 
Judges 21:25 
“In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own 
eyes.” 
  2.  Ruth 4:22 - “Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David.” 
*God is at work during the worst of times. When you think He is farthest from 
you or has even turned His back to you, the truth is that He is laying a 
foundation for your good and for your ultimate joy.   
 B.  God’s long providence 
  1.   Food (Ruth 1:1, 6, 22) 
  2.   Life and Death (Ruth 1:3, 5; 4:13) 
   a.  Why? Feels wrong/evil? Don’t know the answers 
   b.  God’s purpose was not complete while Ruth and Naomi lived in Moab. 
  3.  Provision for the poor (Ruth 2:2) 
   a.  God’s Law of gleaning 
   b.  Applied to the poor, widows, and orphans 
  4.   Kinsman Redeemer - God’s Law for the vulnerable in tragedy (Ruth 2:20) 



 

 

 C.  Providence played out 
  1.   Ruth/Naomi arrive in Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest. 
  2.   Ruth gleans in a field “happening” to belong to Boaz. 
  3.   Just then, Boaz arrives in Bethlehem and goes to his field. 
  4.   Boaz “happens” to be a kinsman redeemer for the line of Elimelech. 
  5.   God enables Ruth to have a son. 
  6.   The lineage of that son leads to Jesus the Messiah. 
*Although God governs, Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz are active participants with real 
choices (Divine surrender/Strategic righteousness) 
 -They could have rejected each other; stayed in Moab; chosen to feel bad and 
 not gone to work; not pursued the woman; taken the woman; etc. 
III. God’s providence and us 
 A.   Expectations 
  1.   In my perfect world I would always know why. 
  2.   However, in our actual world we often don’t know the “why” or get to see 

the big picture - we often don’t understand the providence of God or miss 
it all together! 

  3.   This is where surrender and trust (aka faith) comes in. 
*God’s providence will allow both positive and negative experiences to come your 
way. They are not necessarily a measure of your spirituality although they are an 
opportunity to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

 4.   The journey to God will at some point(s) take us through darkness where 
life makes no sense. 

 5.   When God feels most absent, He is doing His most important work in us. 
 6.   Being blessed with good times is not the goal. Knowing Christ is. 

Sometimes, difficulties in life provide the opportunity to know God in a way 
that good times can never provide. 

 B.   Practicing God’s providence 
  1.   Psalm 139 
   a.   Vs. 1-6: David celebrates the fact that God knows all about him, all  
    the time, and in every place. 
   b. Vs. 7-12: God is always present, whether in Heaven or in the grave. 
   c.   Vs. 13-18: Proves the previous truths 
   d.   Vs. 19-24: Celebrating God’s omnipotence and omnipresence in the 

midst of murderers who hate Him and want to kill Him 
  2.  When you wake up 
   a.  “Lord, I’m a person in desperate need of help today.” 
   b.   “Lord, will You, in Your grace, send Your helpers my way?” 



 

 

   c.   “Lord, please give me the humility to receive the help when it 
comes.” 

*My prayer for you is that the Holy Spirit will open your eyes to God’s help in 
unexpected ways through unexpected people, including unexpected suffering and 
hardships. That you and I would see God’s fatherly hand of providence and trust that 
He is plotting for your ultimate joy. 
 
 


